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Biotest Plasma Center
4391 Colonial Boulevard

Fort Myers, FL 33966
239-332-0500

www.biotestplasma.com

Please help us help those coping with rare, 
chronic, genetic diseases.
New donors can receive $100 this week!
Ask about our Specialty Programs!
Must be 18 years or older, have valid I.D. along 
with proof of SS# and local residency.
Book your appointment online at
Biotestplasma.com
NOW OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!

Changing Futures. One Person At A Time
 Become a Plasma Donor Today

NAPLES URGENT CARE
WALK-IN MEDICAL CLINIC

1713 SW Health Pkway, Ste 1, Naples

239.597.8000
www.NaplesUrgentCareOnline.com

9250 Corkscrew Rd, Ste 18, Estero

239.948.1310
www.EsteroUrgentCareOnline.com

Monday-Friday 7am-7pm, Saturday & Sunday 9am-3pm

ESTERO URGENT CARE
WALK-IN MEDICAL CLINIC

*Rates may vary for uninsured patients.

$19*
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Off

First Doctor’s Visit 
for all patients 

without insurance

MINOR
SURGERIES

performed by a 
Board-Certifi ed 

General Surgeon
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Evaluations
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SHINGLES and 
PNEUMONIA
VACCINES 

Now Available 
at Both Locations
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...Will Make 
Your Patio Doors 
Slide Like New!
(239) 574-1969

SLIDERM
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ACTIVE
RUNNING
PLAYING
THRIVING...
WHY LET BACK PAIN
CHANGE THAT?

LIFE IS TOO SHORT TO LIVE IN PAIN. 
THE LEADING AND MOST EXPERIENCED 
VAX-D  PROVIDER IN SW FLORIDA

Do you have any of the following symptoms...
• Sciatica • Pins and Needles • Numbness in the hands or feet 
• Tingling or burning sensations • Weakness in the arms or legs 

• Sharp, burning pains • Spinal Stenosis • Sharp pain in the buttocks

STOP YOUR PAIN NOW!
Neck and back pain can be a crippling experience. You might not be able to play 
golf, work or sit in the car for a 30-minute drive and you can’t remember the last 
time you had a restful night’s sleep.
Nothing’s worse than feeling great mentally, but physically feeling held back from 
life because your back, neck or sciatica pain is debilitating.
Fortunately, if you are suffering from any of these problems, they may be relieved 
or eliminated by non-surgical decompression treatments.

“Patients reported a high level of improvement in back pain 
and better function...No patient required any invasive therapies 
(e.g. epidural injections, surgery).”
-The American Academy of Pain in 2007

Call today and tell the receptionist you would like to come in for 
the Special Decompression Evaluation.

12631 WORLD PLAZA LANE, BUILDING 54, (OFF BRANTLEY ROAD)   239.936.2225 www.backpainswfl .com
Se Habla Espanol

This will work for you!
Back Pain Institute of Ft. Myers, INC.

FOR 30 YEARS I’VE BEEN:

NO DANGEROUS DRUGS • NO INVASIVE PROCEDURES • NO PAINFUL EXERCISES

Dr. J.R. Wootton, D.C.

NP-0000800801

I LIVE PAIN 
FREE NOW!

1960s, the canal hits Yuc-
ca Pens with a double hy-
drological whammy: It in-
tercepts water flowing
out of Cecil Webb and di-
verts to the harbor, and it
blocks sheetflow moving
from the north; when
Yucca Pens is restored,
water in the unit will re-
charge the aquifer, and
vegetation will filter nu-
trients from water that
flows into Charlotte Har-
bor.

Byle’s suggestion for
fixing Yucca Pens sound-
ed easy enough.

“All we have to do is
stop water from going
down the Zemel Canal,”
he said. “Then we can
make breaks in the berm
to let sheetflow through.”

Fixing the tidal creeks
will be more complicated.

These creeks are im-
portant nurseries for
many fish species, includ-
ing snook; the fish depend
on a delicate balance of
fresh water from the land
and salt water from Char-
lotte Harbor.

But during the dry sea-
son, the creeks are too
salty because so much of
their natural supply of
fresh water has been di-
verted.

“We need an Einstein-
ian approach: simplicity,”
Byle said. “Get as much
fresh water to the tidal
streams as we can.”

That’s a little too sim-

ple, said Kirby Wolfe, a
DEP monitoring program
coordinator.

Ditches that were dug
to prevent flooding fun-
nel big slugs of fresh wa-
ter into these creeks dur-
ing heavy rain events.
Large volumes of water
in the creeks cause nu-
merous problems, includ-
ing:

» Red mangrove prop
roots along the creek
banks are essential habi-
tat for fish, crustaceans
and filter-feeding shell-
fish, but sand carried by
the swift water sand-
blasts prop roots so the
mangroves don’t grow
properly.

» Quickly introduced
fresh water upsets the
balance of salt and fresh
water on which juvenile
fish depend. 

So, just making sure
the creeks get fresh wa-
ter won’t solve the prob-
lem.

“We don’t want to over-
whelm the creeks with
fresh water,” Wolfe said.
“There needs to be a
mechanism to dose out
water into the creeks. It’s
a crazy balancing act.”

One idea for the initia-
tive had to do with per-
mitting: To get construc-
tion permits from the wa-
ter district, the Florida
Department of Transpor-
tation must dig water-re-
tention ponds to store
highway runoff.

FDOT district drain-
age engineer Carl Spirio
suggested the depart-
ment create filter marsh-
es rather than dig ponds
along Burnt Store Road to
meet permit require-
ments; instead of merely
retaining water, the
marshes would filter it.

“We’re trying to get
out of the pond business,”
Spirio said.

Partners helping to fi-
nance in the initiative in-

clude the South Florida
and Southwest Florida
water management dis-
tricts, the state depart-
ments of Transportation
and Environmental Pro-
tection, and the U.S. Geo-
logical Survey; also pro-
viding support are the
Florida Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commis-
sion, U.S. Fish and ildlife
Service, Lee and Char-
lotte counties and the
Charlotte Harbor Nation-
al Estuary Program.

Sentes has applied to
the Gulf Coast Ecosystem
Restoration Council ask-
ing for $15 million
through the Restore Act,
which finances restora-
tion projects in the Gulf
states with money from
penalties related to the
Deepwater Horizon oil
spill. At this point, the to-
tal cost of the initiative is
unknown.

“The story here is all
these agencies working
together to restore the re-
gion’s cash cow, which is
Charlotte Harbor,” Byle
said. “So much depends
on the harbor, fishing,
boat sales, tourism. So
let’s get the water right.
That’s what it’s all about,
getting the water right.”

A team of environmental specialists meet near Bear Branch
during a scientific survey of Charlotte County tidal creeks
for a restoration project. SARAH COWARD/THE NEWS-PRESS
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