
The Bonita Springs fire dis-
trict wants to move to the next
step of negotiations to get ap-
proval from Lee County to pro-
vide ambulance service.

The fire board voted 5-0
Monday authorizing Chief Joe
Daigle and legal counsel Mag-
gie Mooney-Portale to commu-
nicate to Lee County it requests
to cease the joint public meet-
ing step and seek a third-party
mediator.

Bonita Fire sued Lee last
April after the county commis-
sion denied the district’s appli-
cation for a certificate to trans-
port patients to hospitals. The
lawsuit, claiming the public
hearing process was flawed, is
on hold while the two parties at-
tempt to resolve the conflict
outside the courtroom first, as
required by state statute.

The county claims the dis-
trict did not demonstrate a need
to provide ambulance service;
the district says it would im-
prove it because Bonita fire-
fighters arrive on scene an av-
erage of 2 1⁄2 minutes faster than
Lee EMS does.

“We’re looking to move on to
the next phase in anticipation of
a potential resolution,” Daigle
said.

The boards agreed at a joint
hearing in January that district
and county staff would meet to
draft proposals to present to the
elected officials on or before
March 1 and if an agreement 
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IN OTHER NEWS
» Chief Daigle said the dis-
trict continues to seek al-
ternatives for land north of
Shangri-La Road, between
Old 41 Road and Imperial
Parkway, to build a station in
the long term. 
» A revamped bonitafire.org
is slated to go live in about
two weeks. Deputy Chief
Greg DeWitt said the cost to
get the site redesigned was
$695 and that monthly post-
ings will cost $39.
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State Rep. Dane Eagle, R-
Cape Coral, said Monday that he
withdrew a gun bill from legis-
lative consideration due to
threats and bullying tactics by a
grass-roots group that pushed
for the bill.

“The Second Amendment
Preservation Act,” or House

Bill 733, would have prohibited
state, county, or city law en-
forcement officers from en-
forcing existing or future feder-
al regulations on personal fire-
arms and ammunition. Any law
enforcement official who dis-
obeyed the proposed state law
could be fired. Eagle withdrew
the bill Feb. 28.

Eagle said he had been work-
ing on the bill for a year and
“still firmly believes in what the
legislation set out to do.” The
bill died for lack of a Senate
sponsor, but Eagle also claimed

that the Florida
Citizens Alliance
used tactics in-
cluding “bullying,
threatening and
downright harass-
ing legislators” in
advocating for the
bill, which creat-
ed “an air of suspi-

cion.” Eagle claimed the threats
included phone calls and
emails, but he did not provide
documentation.

The front page of the group’s
website Monday showed a pho-

to of Eagle and the headline:
“Eagle crashes and burns your
constitutional rights and state
sovereignty with one blow.” The
group describes itself as a coali-
tion of citizens and groups
working to advance the princi-
ples of liberty. Steve Truluck, a
founder of the alliance, denied
Eagle’s claims of bullying.
“We’ve been working with Dane
for six months in good faith,” he
said Monday. Before the bill’s
withdrawal, “we heard nothing
from Dane or anyone else about
our tactics or any threats.” 

“If bullying means you’re
honest and straightforward, we
probably were,” Truluck said.
“If our representatives are that
thin-skinned, maybe we should
get new state representatives.”

The bill’s language had been
modeled on similar legislation
passed in a handful of states,
with the help of the 10th Amend-
ment Center, Truluck said. “We
met with him (Eagle), and he
was agreeable to push this for-
ward.”

Group, Dane Eagle
upset with each other
By Mary Wozniak
mwozniak@news-press.com
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A rift with a rep kills gun bill

A team of scientists
stopped for lunch in the
shade of tall slash pines on
the berm of Zemel Canal in
Charlotte County.

It was a pretty spot to eat
and a bad piece of environ-
mental engineering.

“Zemel Canal — bad, natu-
ral creeks — good,” environ-
mental consultant Bill Byle
said.

Before lunch, the scien-
tists had spent the morning
checking out Zemel Canal
and several natural tidal
creeks, all of which flow into
Charlotte Harbor, to get some
ideas for the Charlotte Har-
bor Flatwoods Initiative, a
multiagency restoration pro-
ject that will improve health
of the harbor by restoring the
quality of water flowing into
it.

An important part of the
initiative will be the restora-

tion of tidal creeks that have
become degraded due to de-
velopment.

“We’re looking at the is-
sues and opportunities for
each creek,” said Steve
Sentes, South Florida Water
Management District pro-
gram manager. “We’ll have
that as our starting point.
With a big project like this,
you have to start some-
where.”

As with much of South

Florida, the big issue is that
water in the project area
doesn’t move across the land
as it once did.

Historically, rainwater
fell on what is now the Bab-
cock-Webb Wildlife Manage-
ment Area, moved slowly
southwest as sheetflow
across Yucca Pens flatwoods
and into Charlotte Harbor at
the north end of Matlacha
Pass.

As the area was devel-

oped, however, roads — In-
terstate 75, U.S. 41, Burnt
Store Road, for example —
berms, canals, railroad lines
and other impediments
blocked or diverted the wa-
ter, forcing it to flow south to
the Caloosahatchee or into
Gator Slough Canal.

Another important piece
of the initiative puzzle is the
7,000-acre Yucca Pens Unit,
which has been almost en-
tirely robbed of water by U.S.
41, I-75 and the Zemel Canal.

Started in the 1940s and
extended in the 1950s and 
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Bill Byle, Carl Spirio, Maria Loinaz, Tim Liebermann and Kirby Wolf view Yucca Pens Creek during a scientific survey of tidal creeks of
Charlotte Harbor for restoration project along Burnt Store Road in Punta Gorda. PHOTOS BY SARAH COWARD/THE NEWS-PRESS

Harbor’s roots will get a reboot

The team has a look at dead melaleuca trees in a tidal creek area
near Charlotte Harbor.

Restoration project
will add more fresh
water to the mix

By Kevin Lollar
klollar@news-press.com
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