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The following paragraph presents a “vision” of what a successfully implemented Decomp 
should accomplish; that is, what the Decomp project is expected to contribute to the 
overall restoration of the Everglades ecosystem.  How Decomp will achieve this vision is 
described in the PIR sections on Goals and Objectives and Adaptive Management 
strategy. 
 
“The overarching objective of the Plan [CERP] is the restoration, preservation, and 
protection of the South Florida ecosystem while providing for the other water-related 
needs of the region, including water supply and flood protection” (WRDA 2000).  For the 
area of wetlands within the footprint of the CERP Decomp Project, and downstream from 
this footprint into the southern estuaries, the objective is true restoration.  Given the 
nature of irreversible constraints in modern south Florida, true restoration is defined as 
the recovery of an ecosystem that, as closely as possible, is a self-regulating system that 
has recovered the ecological functions, relationships and physical and biological 
components that defined the pre-drainage ecosystem.  These defining characteristics 
include the great extent of naturally connected and inter-related wetland landscapes, 
uninterrupted marsh and slough “sheet flow”, extremely low levels of nutrients in 
freshwater wetlands, numerous and healthy tree islands and solution “holes”, the great 
resilience of plant community mosaics, an abundance of large aquatic vertebrates 
exemplified by otters, storks, ibis and alligators, and high levels of downstream, estuarine 
productivity.  Although the future Everglades ecosystem will be a “new” Everglades 
because it will be smaller than the pre-drainage system, the Decomp project will have 
been successful, and true restoration accomplished, when the new system no longer acts 
like a set of managed, disconnected wetlands but rather responds to the recovery of these 
defining characteristics by functionally and organizationally behaving, both in space and 
time, as a wild Everglades system.  
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