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From the beginning, some of us involved in the legal action against DEP and the City of Cape Coral over the 

Ceitus Boat Lift issue never really believed the state would ever require rebuilding of the Cape Coral 

structure, much less the parallel structure in Port Charlotte. 

 

The Spreader Canal System these structures were designed to support have a salinity and water quality 

function to mitigate impacts of urban development runoff, a role primarily aimed at many years from now 

when these communities approach build-out.  Cape Coral is far from that day, given that only a fraction of 

its platted lots have been developed and occupied. Evaluating current water quality and claiming that the 

Cape Coral Spreader Canal system is therefore unnecessary completely misses the point and its future 

purpose. 

 

Cape Coral and Charlotte County wanted their respective structures gone so that boats could more quickly 

exit the canal system and access recreational open waters.  Removal eliminates a maintenance cost and 

enhances the taxable value of many Cape Coral lots. From your basic politician’s perspective, that’s a win-

win scenario. Who can really be surprised at local politicians taking that route; we know their mentality. 

They are concerned with short-term matters and not cannot be expected to think in the abstract or deal 

with issues decades into the future. But they are perfectly happy to hijack resources assembled to address 

these abstract, distant issues. Thus, Cape Coral requested and DEP allocated “water quality improvement” 

funds to pay for the destruction of the water quality structures – yet another minor governmental 

corruption in the spirit of the law. They doubled down on this corruption by spending the structure 

maintenance funds on activities to prevent its replacement, rigging the EMA process and misrepresenting 

its outcome. 

 

While the direct water quality intent of Ceitus is essential and justifies its replacement, this is not why the 

issue really matters. It matters most because advocates of the structure’s removal have 

asserted/acknowledged that sea level rise dooms to failure the spreader canal system and any structures 

installed in an attempt to make it functional over the long term. They cite this as a basic reason for not 

replacing the structure or attempting to salvage the spreader canal system. The mangroves flats are simply 

too low and vulnerable to the erosion that results from higher tidal inflows and outflows.  It was mangrove 

destruction that Cape Coral and DEP cited as their original reason for removing the Ceitus Boat Lift. They 

asserted that concentrating the tidal and stormwater flows through the mangroves was destroying them. 

Opening up the main channel would protect the mangroves…for a time. 

 

The natural extension of this reality and logic is for DEP and the state in general to implement a wide range 

of policies and strategies to address the sea level rise threats to our coastal communities. But in a state 

dominated by a Republican Party whose national platform recently dropped any mention of climate change 

and whose state leaders are answerable to a Tea Party constituency, how can anyone expect these same 

state officials to take the proactive steps to protect our coastal community from a threat even larger than 

water quality degradation of our environment. 

 

So, the more significant value of the Ceitus Boat Lift debate goes beyond its actual restoration, extending to 

a demand that our state uniformly and broadly apply the sea level rise causal factor logic central to its 

justification for removing the structure. The value is in demanding integrity and leadership in addressing 

the real challenges of our state. Our government, however, sees its role as limited to facilitating 

recreational boat traffic and helping cities enhance short-term property values. Ahhh, the statesmen we 

elect! 


