Welcoming 3 new Waterkeeper Organizations and 1
Waterkeeper Affiliate to the movement!
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Welcome to the Waterkeeper
Movement!
Calusa Waterkeeper
John Cassani
Fort Myers, Florida, USA
Calusa Waterkeeper covers the Caloosahatchee River
& Estuary, Lake Okeechobee, Nicodemus Slough,
Charlotte Harbor, Estero Bay, the Lee County near
shore Gulf of Mexico, and much of the associated
watersheds. Inhabiting all of these areas at the time of
first European contact were the Calusa peoples of
Southwest Florida. Caloosahatchee is the Seminole
Creek and Miccosukee language term for River of the
Calusa. The modern Caloosahatchee River is a 56mile
long channelized flood control and navigational
waterway, designated C43 by water management
agencies. It is the western segment of the cross state
Okeechobee Waterway that connects Lake
Okeechobee to the Gulf of Mexico. The Waterway
continues across Lake Okeechobee to the St. Lucie
River then to the Atlantic Ocean.
John has university degrees in Biology and Fish and Wildlife. From 1978 to 2014 he worked as a
resource manager for local government, managing waterways of southwest Florida. He has authored
both peer reviewed science publications and popular media sources on resource management, history,
water policy and conservation issues. John is a courtesy faculty member the FGCU Department of
Marine and Ecological Sciences with research interests in the areas of exotic species and biodiversity.
His service on advisory boards, commitment to community and involvement with land and water
conservation has received recognition from various civic groups, the Florida Audubon Society, Estero
Bay Agency on Bay Management, Lee County Government, the Everglades Coalition, the American
Fisheries Society, and the Alberta provincial government. John’s expertise as a fisheries scientist and
water manager has been sought as a consultant to private industry, government and academia.

Suwannee Riverkeeper
John Quarterman
Hahira, Georgia, USA
The Suwannee River is a major river that runs through
South Georgia southward into Florida in the southern
United States. It is a wild blackwater river, about 246
miles long. The Suwannee River is the site of the
prehistoric Suwanee Straits which separated peninsular
Florida from the panhandle.
The mouth of the Suwanee River starts at the
Okefenokee Swamp in the town of Fargo, Georgia. The
river runs southwestward into the Florida Panhandle,
then drops in elevation through limestone layers into a
rare Florida whitewater rapid. Past the rapid, the
Suwanee turns west near the town of White Springs,
Florida, then connects to the confluences of the Alapaha
River and Withlacoochee River.
John S. Quarterman lives on the same land where he
grew up, halfway between Atlanta and Orlando in
Lowndes County, Georgia, with a creek running to the
Withlacoochee River down to the Suwannee into Florida and the Gulf. He witnessed 700year floods in
2009 with deadfalls, road closings, and sewage overflows that spanned many counties in Georgia and
Florida. In 2012, Quarterman and other local people formed WWALS Watershed Coalition to assist local
people, governments, and organizations with these and other issues. Serving since then as a WWALS
board member and twice elected as President, Quarterman is also the initial Suwannee Riverkeeper.
A graduate of Lowndes High School in the largest population center in the Suwannee River Basin,
Quarterman has a B.A. in Computer Science from Harvard College and is the author or coauthor of
seven technical reference books about the Internet, especially how it all fits together. He finds this
Internet background surprisingly useful because, in the absence of major singlesource pollution, water
conservation work in the Suwannee River Basin is mostly helping organize coordination among many
people and organizations all supported by the same thing: in this case water. Like the Internet, water
does not stop at state lines, the most local issues can require coordination at national and even
international scale, and no one is in charge of the whole thing.
Huong River Waterkeeper
Pham My
Hue City, Thua Thien Hue, Vietnam
The Huong River basin in ThuaThien Hue province,
central Vietnam, is about 1092.7 square miles, which
covers 56% of the province. The river originates from
the Annamese mountains and flows northeast through
Hue City into the TamGiangCauHai Lagoon before
entering into the sea. The basin that supplies water to
1.124 million people is highly affected by climate
change and threatened by hydropower dams projects
and municipal waste.
Ms. Pham Thi Dieu My has been involved in Vietnam
River Network (VRN) since 2008. She is well educated
in environmental protection and experienced in water

management. She used to work for the Huong River Basin Management Board. She currently serves as
the director of Center for Social Research and Development (CSRD) and executive board member of
VRN, where she gains a lot of aspiration and motivation to work in water advocacy.
Voice of the Old Brahmaputra River, a Waterkeeper
Affiliate
Mymensingh, Bangladesh
The Old Brahmaputra River was the mighty
Brahmaputra River (the tenth largest river by discharge
in the world). However, in 1762, a 7.5 magnitude
earthquake split the Brahmaputra River into Jamuna
and Old Brahmaputra rivers. The Old Brahmaputra is
now the main sources of water for Mymensingh district,
serving over 5 million people. However, it is threatened
by municipal and agricultural waste.
As a the head of Voice of the Old Brahmaputra River, Mr.
Ibnul Syed works for the betterment of mankind. He is a prominent activist in social issues in
Mymensingh as well as in Dhaka. His activities include raising awareness about environmental issues
and fighting for citizens right to information.
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