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Corps to increase water releases amid rainy season 

http://www.abc-7.com/story/25816358/corps-to-increase-water-releases-amid-rainy-

season#.U6mCP_ldXq8 

 

The Army Corps of Engineers started increasing discharges from Lake Okeechobee to the 

Caloosahatchee River early Thursday morning. 

While water releases are in place all year round, rainy season has prompted the increased 

releases to avoid flooding. 

The Army Corps of Engineers tell us they had no choice but to increase the releases.   

If you remember, last summer, the releases were blamed for turning Southwest Florida 

beaches into an eye sore.  Last summer, extreme heavy rain forced millions of gallons of 

fresh water onto our shores.  

At the Ortona Dam, you can see the water pouring out from Lake Okeechobee to the 

Caloosahatchee River.  It's flowing towards the Gulf of Mexico.  

But the situation is much different than this time last year when our beaches were 

unrecognizable.  In fact, we learned the releases may actually be doing some good.  

"It was just sad to see all that brown water getting out into our crystal clear Gulf of Mexico 

turquoise water," said Margo Hearst, a Punta Gorda resident.  

The sight shocked everyone -- confusing tourists and forcing people off our usually crowded 

beaches. 

"People just weren't coming to the resorts and the hotels.  People were just turned off," said 

Kent Vermeer.   

"If the lake rises further, then additional releases could occur," said John Campbell with the 

Army Corps. of Engineers. 

But the water flowing out of Lake Okeechobee now doesn't measure up to last year.  Only 

650 cubic feet per second is flowing out.  Last year, that number was over 3,000.  

 "This is a big deal for Lake O.  And the rain we get in season is a management nightmare," 

said Vermeer.  

Environmentalists tell us water levels near the islands are actually low.  They welcome the 

releases.  In fact, this is something they have been waiting for.  
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"The lake has risen over the past few days back to the point where our water management 

plan allows us to make these releases," said Campbell.  

If the area experiences additional rainfall, the Army Corps. of Engineers says they will 

steadily increase the water releases.  

A new project will help with situations like what we saw last year.  Storage tanks will be 

built in this area and hold off heavy releases.  Southwest Florida received funding to do 

that, although it may take years to complete.  No date has been set to begin the project, 

yet. 


