
UPPER EAST COAST & LOWER WEST COAST WATER RESOURCE CAUTION AREAS  
REGIONAL WATER SUPPLY PLAN AMENDMENT INFORMATION 

         
What is a water resource caution area (WRCA)?   

An area identified as having existing water resource problems or an area in which water resource problems are 
projected to develop during the next twenty years (Rule 62-40.210(39), F.A.C.). WRCAs are designated by Florida’s 
water management districts. 

How is this water resource caution area designation used? 

Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP) staff uses the water resource caution area designations 
and boundaries in its wastewater permitting program and requirements for reuse feasibility studies. 

Why is South Florida Water Management District (SFWMD) doing a water resource caution area 
amendment? 

The FDEP has provided guidance relating to WRCAs in a memo dated November 8, 2013 (separate attachment).  
In the guidance memo it states that each water management district must designate an area within its boundary 
identified as having existing water resource problems or an area in which water resource problems are projected 
to develop during the next twenty years (Rule 62-40.210(39), F.A.C.).  SFWMD WRCAs were previously designated 
in Chapter 40E-23, F.A.C., which was repealed in 2013. 

How is this water resource caution area to be designated? 

The FDEP November 8, 2013 guidance memo states that each water management district must designate WRCAs 
either through rule or regional water supply plans.  SFWMD is designating WRCAs through all of its five regional 
water supply plans (LEC, CFWI, LKB, LWC, and UEC). WRCA language has been included in SFWMD water supply 
plans since September 2013.   As a result, the SFWMD is amending the 2011 Upper East Coast and 2012 Lower 
West Coast water supply plans to include text to designate these planning areas as a WRCA.  The specific text will 
be “The water supply planning region identified in the plan shall be considered a Water Resource Caution Area for 
the purposes of section 403.064, F.S., and affected parties may challenge the designation pursuant to Section 
120.569, F.S.” 

How does this affect me?  

This only affects wastewater utilities and these utilities need to continue to comply with the FDEP wastewater 
permitting program and preparation of reuse feasibility studies when required by FDEP.  A majority of the 
UEC/LWC planning areas were previously designated as a WRCA in Chapter 40E-23, F.A.C. 

Is the requirement to prepare a reuse feasibility study for wastewater facilities a new requirement? 

No, this is not a new requirement.  The only change is that SFWMD has chosen to designate water resource 
caution areas through the regional water supply plans instead of designating through rule. 

Can this WRCA designation be challenged? 

Yes, affected parties may challenge the designation pursuant to Section 120.569, F.S. 

Note:  SFWMD regional map on other side  



 

 

 


