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David Williams and Alex Massie sat side by side at W.P. Franklin

Lock along the Caloosahatchee River, waiting for something to

nibble at their fishing lines. They were catching fish to eat, despite

high levels of fecal bacteria recently closing down a beach just a

few yards from their fishing spot. 

Williams, of Alva, said he's been fishing along the Caloosahatchee

for 65 years. He's lived off of the river. And he's not concerned

about the high levels of E. Coli in the water. 

David Williams (l) and Alex Massie (r) have no problem eating the fish
they catch from W.P. Franklin Lock, despite recent high levels of E. coli.
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"It's just a happening thing," Williams said. "There's nothing you

can do about it."

He said that he's never been sick a day in his life--no ailments that

a little vinegar couldn't cure. 

Since meeting Williams at the

W.P. Franklin Lock, there was

some rain and the E. coli levels

have lowered. The beach that

had been closed nearby was

reopened. 

But John Cassani, with

the Calusa Waterkeeper, said

he wouldn't be so hasty to eat

what's swimming around in the

river. 

"The E. coli can accumulate in the mucus on the coating of the fish

in some cases," Cassani said. "I wouldn't take a chance with that,

especially since these bacteria levels are elevated in other areas."

Those areas include Cape Coral's Bimini Basin and Yacht Club

Beach. In Fort Myers, Billy's Creek is also

experiencing unseasonably high levels of fecal bacteria. 

Cassani said people shouldn't have to be accustomed to having

tainted water. 

"It's not normal," he said. "It is a significant public health risk."

The source of the E. Coli hasn't been determined yet. No one

seems to know if it comes from humans or animals. 

An advisory sign on W.P. Franklin

Lock's beach.
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But fisherman Williams has his own theories. 

"It's the runoff [water] and the pollution from it," he said. 

Alex Massie, Williams' fishing buddy, caught a blue crab. He said

he wasn't going to eat it. But Massie intended to eat what was in

his bucket. 

"Those are mullets," he said. "We're gonna filet them out and eat

them." 

Like Williams, Massie isn't woried about the bacteria.

"I've been eating out of here for 20-something years," he said. 

While the coast is clear for W.P. Franklin Lock in the

Caloosahatchee, the rainy season is approaching, a time when the

waterways are more susceptible to this kind of contamination. 
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Despite elevated levels of fecal bacteria and E. coli in W.P. 

Franklin Lock, fishermen are catching tonight's 

dinner.#florida #fishers @wgcu
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