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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Corps begins Lake Okeechobee releases as rainy season continues 

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. – With four months remaining in the 2009 hurricane season, the U.S. Army 

Corps of Engineers (Corps) is keeping a watchful eye on water levels in Lake Okeechobee, and taking 

actions needed to avoid high water levels that could strain the Herbert Hoover Dike and lead to larger 

volume releases in the future. On July 23rd, the Corps began a four-day continuous base flow release 

from the lake to the Caloosahatchee and St. Lucie estuaries.  On July 27th, the rate of flow will be 

increased. 

Last week, the Corps began preparing the regional water management system by allowing local 

runoff water from the saturated basin east of Lake Okeechobee to flow through the St. Lucie Spillway, 

S-80, located on the St. Lucie Canal west of Interstate 95.  On July 23rd, a four-day continuous flow of 

up to 450 cfs at the S-79 on the Caloosahatchee River, and up to 200 cfs at the S-80 on the St. Lucie 

was initiated. Due to high volumes already coming from the local basin, water from Lake Okeechobee 

was not released to the Caloosahatchee River.  The base flow releases are in accordance with the 2008 

Lake Okeechobee Regulation Schedule (LORS), which allows this release when the lake level is within 

the Base Flow Sub-Band of the Operational Band. 

Because the lake level is likely to cross into the Low Sub-Band in the next few days, the Corps 

will initiate an eight-day pulse release after the initial four-day continuous base flow period ends.  In 

accordance with the 2008 LORS, when the lake water level is in the Low Sub-Band, releases of up to 

3,000 cfs may be made to the west and up to 1,170 cfs may be made to the east. The Corps’ current 

plan is to make an eight-day pulse release beginning on Monday, July 27th. The target flow to the 

Caloosahatchee Estuary is an average flow over the eight-day period not to exceed 2,800 cfs 

(measured at the S-79). The target flow to the St. Lucie Estuary is an average flow over the eight-day 

period not to exceed 950 cfs (measured a the S-80). 

For more information about Jacksonville District’s activities, visit our website at: http://www.saj.usace.army.mil 



 
 

 

 

NEWS RELEASE 

  “We’ve talked extensively to our partner agencies and other interested parties, as we try to 

strike a balance among users,” said Col. Paul Grosskruger, commander of the Corps’ Jacksonville 

District. “Most agree that it’s better to make low releases now than to wait until later and risk needing to 

make higher volume releases that could damage the estuaries.  We’ve also been made aware of the 

damage rapidly rising water levels will also have on the lake’s ecology.  Avoiding that damage will 

benefit all those who rely on Lake Okeechobee.” 

Rainfall in the Kissimmee and Lake Okeechobee basins has resulted in a current lake stage of 

13.44 feet (NGVD), almost three feet above the level on this date one year ago and over four feet above 

the level four years ago. 

For more information, please call Nanciann Regalado at 904-232-3904 or (cell) 904-334-8954.  

System conditions will continue to be closely monitored.  Water level data and flows for Lake 

Okeechobee and the Central and Southern Florida Project are located on the Jacksonville District water 

management web page, 

http://www.saj.usace.army.mil/Divisions/Engineering/Branches/WaterResources/WaterMgt/index.htm. 

For more information about Jacksonville District’s activities, visit our website at: http://www.saj.usace.army.mil


