
 
October 25, 2010

Dr. Jack Payne
Senior Vice President for Agriculture and Natural Resources 
Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences (IFAS)
University of Florida, 1008 McCarty Hall, Gainesville, FL 32611-0180

Dear Dr. Payne:

As you may know, the Agricultural Experiment Station Section has recently completed the first steps in developing a new Agricultural
Science Roadmap.  The objectives of the Roadmap are to:

• Chart the major directions of agricultural science over the next 5 – 10 years.

• Define the needs and set the priorities for research.

• Provide direction to decision makers in planning and investing resources to future program areas.

• Support advocates of the food and agricultural research and education system.

• Support marketing of the SAES system.

• Facilitate the building of partnerships for a stronger coalition to solve problems.

We began Roadmap development with an extensive Delphi process resulting in identifying seven Challenge Areas: 

1. Sustainability, competitiveness, and profitability of U. S. food and agricultural systems.
2. Adapting to and mitigating the impacts of climate change on food, feed, fiber and fuel systems in the U.S.
3. Supporting energy security and the developing the bio-economy from renewable natural resources in the U.S.
4. Playing a global leadership role to ensure a safe, secure and abundant food supply for the U.S. and the world.
5. Improving human health, nutrition and wellness of the U.S. population.
6. Heighten environmental stewardship through the development of sustainable management practices.
7. Strengthen individual, family and community development and resilience.

This is an ambitious project and one that requires input from the entire system.  However, to initiate this effort we called on a group of
thought leaders to craft the first draft of the Roadmap and to lead the discussion for agriculture’s research future.  We appointed a team
of science leaders for each of the seven challenge areas.  Each leadership team was tasked with exploring their respective challenge
area relative to its background and significance; research priorities; current capacity and gaps in the Land Grant system; resources
needed; and expected outcomes from future research investments.  

As Chair of the ESCOP Science and Technology Committee I want to commend your faculty for the extraordinary effort that they put
into the following sections of the Roadmap.  Their insight and hard work has put the entire system in an excellent position to move a
creative and cohesive research agenda forward.

II. We must adapt to and mitigate the impacts of climate change on food, feed, fiber and fuel systems in the U.S.

• Dr. Jim Jones
III. We must support energy security and the development of the bio-economy from renewable natural resources in the U.S.

• Dr. Maria Gallo
VII. We must strengthen individual, family and community development and resilience.

• Dr. Ed Osborne

Sincerely,

F. William Ravlin
Chair, ESCOP Science and Technology Committee

CC.  Dr. Jim Jones,  Dr. Maria Gallo,  Dr. Ed Osborne
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