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Fort Myers Harborside hotel construction delayed 
By Cody Dulaney 

 

http://www.news-press.com/story/news/local/fort-myers/2015/09/29/downtown-fort-

myers-hotel-construction-delayed/73036922/ 

 

The potential lease of public property is also a new piece added to one of the most complicated 

deals the city has entered into in recent years. 

 

Three small publicly owned properties in front of the hotel and water basin aren’t worth much 

money now, but that is expected to change once a hotel is built on the riverfront, and Freeman 

wants a say in what might go there. He wants to take over those empty parcels on the 

waterfront, come up with a development plan once the hotel is built and then pay rent based 

on the new appraisal. 

 

"We just don't think we can invest ($55 million) without controlling the front door of that 

hotel," Freeman told council members at the Sept. 21 meeting. 

 

Unless he has control of those properties, there's a risk of someone developing them into 

businesses that aren't suitable next to a hotel — like a bar that stays open until 2 a.m. playing 

loud music or a six-story office building that blocks the hotel's view of the river, he said. 

 
 

A rendering of the Sheraton Harborside Hotel and Convention Center. Chris Freeman, of Freeman & Hasselwander Resort Properties, 

has taken over the project but intends to keep the same design. (Photo: Special to The News-Press.) 
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The boundaries of Centennial Park are also slowing the process down. One of the properties 

Freeman is interested in may include the park, which is required to remain public property 

forever based on a federal grant from the ‘80s, Paight said. 

 

But Freeman said keeping that property a public park would not be a problem, because it still 

secures his interests of what goes in front of the hotel. 

 

This will be the fifth time that the Harborside hotel has changed hands, and it has been on 

the city's radar for several years, Paight said. 

 

While the City Council wants to make sure the best hotel is developed, Paight said securing 

the money to build a $55 million hotel in an urban area is tough. 

 

“It takes a lot of effort and a lot of time,” he said, “and we’ve come a long way.” 
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