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Floridians should not forget how lawmakers blissfully ignored 75 percent of voters last year 

who endorsed the Amendment 1 ballot initiative requiring the state to spend more on land 

and water conservation. 

 

Instead, lawmakers spent the money on salaries, insurance and other nonconservation 

purposes and continued to shortchange land preservation. 

 

It was a shameful display — one that is hurting our economy and quality of life. 

Consider how Amendment 1 could have been used to acquire land that would have helped 

alleviate the widespread pollution of coastal waters that occurs when excess water is released 

from Lake Okeechobee. 

 

The nutrient-rich water is routed into the Caloosahatchee and St. Lucie rivers and flows into 

estuaries on both coasts, polluting the water, creating fish-killing algae blooms and creating 

a smelly mess for coastal residents and visitors that threatens home values and tourism. 

The water is not dumped with evil intent, but to guard against Lake Okeechobee water levels 

breaching its 143-mile earthen dike. 

 

But the results are devastating to the environment, destroying the health of estuaries that 

depend on a blend of fresh and salt water.  

 

The impacts drew national attention when water officials dumped 136 billion gallons of water 

during 2013’s rainy season. Even The New York Times took note as oysters, manatees, 

shellfish, sea grasses and reefs were damaged by the influx of nutrient-rich water.  

 

“These coastal estuaries cannot take this,” Mark D. Perry, the executive director of the Florida 

Oceanographic Society, based in Stuart, told the Times. “Enough is enough. This cannot 

continue to happen. These estuaries are so important to us, our environment and our 

economies.” 

 

If lawmakers had followed the intent of the law, Amendment 1 funds could have been used 

to purchase lands for a reservoir in the Everglades Agricultural Area, where polluted water 

from Lake Okeechobee could be stored and filtered and then released into the Everglades. 

Advocates say this would not only cut pollution and flooding threats but recharge the aquifer 

that provides drinking water to 8 million Floridians. 

 

The funds also could be used to buy wilderness areas north of Lake Okeechobee, considered 

the Northern Everglades, that are being targeted for development. Paving over such areas 

will increase the polluted runoff coursing into the lake.  
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But none of this will be possible this year thanks to the arrogance of lawmakers, who 

dismissed voters’ will and diverted Amendment 1 dollars — which should have generated $700 

million for preserving land and water — to other expenses. 

The amendment did not raise taxes, but directed that 33 percent of the proceeds from an 

existing real-estate tax be used on conservation. It sunsets after 20 years.  

 

Citizens understood the urgent need to protect Florida’s natural wonders as rapid 

development returns to a state that already has 20 million residents. 

 

Lawmakers, sadly, were not so enlightened. So now the chances to save special places and 

protect our waters are being lost daily. 

 


