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WEST PALM BEACH — The South Florida Water Management District board 

unanimously gave the go-ahead Thursday to a project designed to ease, but not end, 

catastrophic Lake Okeechobee discharges to the St. Lucie River estuary and Indian 

River Lagoon.

The board approved a resolution supporting and saying it will go 50-50 with the Army 

Corps of Engineers to pay for the $1.9 billion Central Everglades Planning Project. 

Known as CEPP, the project is designed to move water from Lake O south — rather 

than to the St. Lucie and Caloosahatchee River estuaries — by using land already in 

public hands.

According to the district, the project would move about 68.5 billion gallons a year to the 

Everglades. That’s about 15 percent of the 456.2 billion gallons dumped into the 

estuaries, 136.1 billion gallons of it to the St. Lucie and the Indian River Lagoon 

beyond, between May 8 and Oct. 21 last year.

Board Vice Chairman Kevin Powers of Stuart said he voted in favor of the project 

because it is “an opportunity to move water south, which is desperately needed by the 

communities along the estuaries and by a very thirsty (Everglades National) Park to 

the south.”

Most environmentalists throughout the state are in favor of the project — as long as it’s 

a first step toward sending all water from Lake Okeechobee south.

Thirty-four people, many from the Treasure Coast, spoke about the project to the 

board, all in favor of the project. District staff reported members also received more 

than 200 emails.

Noting there were no speakers against the project, Board Chairman Daniel O’Keefe 

said, “I think I see a trend here.”

Speakers for the project included:

Mark Perry, executive director of the Florida Oceanographic Society in Stuart: “We 

need storage, treatment and a conveyance of water moving south, and this is a big, big 

start.”

Nyla Pipes, an environmental activist from Port St. Lucie: “This is a start ... and a relief 

for us on the (Indian River) Lagoon is huge. We’re at a point in the estuaries that every 

drop counts.”



The star of the show, however, was 10-year-old Aidan Lewey, son of Katy and Noah 

Lewey of Port St. Lucie.

“Please consider all us children who depend on clean water for play, education and 

enjoyment,” Aidan told the board. “My mom explained to me, in order to have a chance 

at getting clean water, we need some of the water to flow south, (and) in order for the 

water to flow south, you have to complete CEPP. ... Water pollution doesn’t have to be, 

discharges to the east and west don’t have to be.”

The next step: Army Corps Civil Works Review Board is scheduled to vote on the 

project April 22 in Washington, D.C. Approval would trigger completion of the Chief’s 

Report, the corps’ review of the project that’s needed for it to be included in the federal 

Water Resource Development Act being considered by Congress.

This report will be updated.
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