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Western side of C-44 Canal at S-80, St Lucie Locks and Dam. This structure discharges water 

from Lake Okeechobee and the agricultural C-44 basin created to drain lands into the St Lucie 

River/IRL. (Photo Dr Scott Kuhns, 6-22-16). 

 

Today we will get a science lesson and see some new shocking photos… 

 

Eutrophication: (Ecology.) (of a lake) characterized by an abundant accumulation of nutrients 

that support a dense growth of algae and other organisms, the decay of which depletes the 

shallow waters of oxygen in summer. 

 

Today’s blog shares new aerial photos by Dr Scott Kuhns taken 6-22-16 of the extensive blue-

green algae cyanobacteria bloom on the western side of the C-44 Canal being sent through 

S-80. The photos show a condition caused by mixture of polluted Lake Okeechobee and C-44 

agricultural basin water filled with an overabundance of nitrogen and phosphorus primarily 

from decades of intense agricultural farming north, south and around Lake Okeechobee. 
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https://jacquithurlowlippisch.com/2016/06/23/shocking-documentation-of-acoesfwmd-sending-algae-through-locks-to-river-6-22-16-slrirl/


Scientists have documented this condition of “eutrophication” since the late 1960s and 

predicted it would worsen unless serious corrections were put in place. 

 

http://sofia.usgs.gov/publications/papers/pp1011/wqlakeo.html 

 

These nutrients, now out of control, feed algae blooms and have caused the eutrophication 

(or overabundance of algae growth) of Lake Okeechobee. The St Lucie River is now 

experiencing this due to our manmade connection to the lake. Our agricultural canals of C-44, 

C-23, C-24, and C-25 are culprits too. The giant releases from the lake and canals make our 

river fresh and seeded with algae water. Sometimes growing toxic. 

 

The bloom on the west side of S-80 at St Lucie Locks and Dam was first documented by local 

activist this time in late May. The ACOE has been dumping since January 29, 2016. The river 

is now almost entirely fresh. Perfect for blooms. 

 

Yesterday the St Lucie River went up in algae with multiple reports throughout the entire river 

from Palm City, Rio, Stuart, Jensen, and Sewall’s Point. Could there be a correlation 

considering the bloom started in the eutrophic lake? How could there not be. 

 

Dr. Kuhns’ comment? 

 

“Ridiculous!!! What does it take?” 

 

We should not be connected to the lake. Agricultural canals should be redirected. There must 

be storage to treat this algae water. It should not be sent into our estuary destroying property 

and the environment. 

 

http://sofia.usgs.gov/publications/papers/pp1011/wqlakeo.html


C-44 at S-80 St Lucie Locks and Dam looking east. Scott Kuhns 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

ACOE/SFWMD Periodic Scientist Call slides 6-21-16 



 



 


