
 

October 2007 

 

Lee Board of County Commissioners 

Bob Janes, Chair 

Brian Bigelow 

Ray Judah 

Tammy Hall 

Frank Mann 

 

Old Lee County Courthouse 

P.O. Box 398 

Fort Myers, FL 33902-0398 

 

Re: FERTILIZER AND LANDSCAPE MANAGEMENT CODE 

 

Dear Honorable Commissioners: 

 

I want to thank you for the attention you have given the fertilizer ordinance issue.  

I write to you today because I want to ensure that the Fertilizer and Landscape 

Management Code that is finalized will be strong enough to truly make a difference in 

the quality of our gulf waters. 

 

The items of great concern to me are: 

 

1. I urge you to reconsider the restricted season duration issue.  The 

restricted period for application of fertilizers containing nitrogen and/or 

phosphorus should be June 1 through September 30.  The ordinance 

should be consistent with the science-based recommendations regarding the 

length of the rainy season. 

 

2. Regarding fertilizer content and application rate, it makes perfect sense to 

adopt the State Fertilizer Rule limitations of .25 pounds phosphorus per l000 

Sq. Ft. per application, and .50 pounds per 1000 Sq. Ft. per year.  Also, (1) 

adopt language that requires fertilizers to contain no less than 50% slow 

release nitrogen and (2) adopt language limiting annual total application of 

nitrogen to the minimum application rates from the Florida DACS Rule for 

the Southern Region. 

 

3. The “damaged turf” exemption is unacceptable.  You cannot claim to have 

a meaningful ordinance and then let the damaged turf exemption create a 

loophole that allows indiscriminate use of fertilizer during the restricted 

season.  Please eliminate the damaged turf exemption. 

 

4. Include applicability to non-professional applicators (homeowners) in 

addition to professional and institutional.  All fertilizer applicators should be 



regulated – public and private, commercial and non-commercial.  There is 

no justification for exempting homeowner applicators from the ordinance 

application requirements.  In fact, Industry representatives agree that non-

professionals are often less knowledgeable about potential environmental 

consequences with respect to fertilizers and may be more apt to apply 

fertilizers improperly.  I understand there is a concern regarding the 

enforceability of the ordinance applied to homeowners.  However, like 

watering restrictions and seat-belt laws, the existence and publication of the 

ordinance along with educational outreach will promote adherence. 

 

 One last word on the low maintenance and fertilizer-free zones:  the greater the 

depths of these buffer zones, the greater the possibility of reducing nutrient input into our 

waterways. 

 

Thank you again for your dedication to this issue.  I trust you will do what is best 

for our community. 

 

 

Sincerely,  

 


