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 Chairman's Message
Daniel O'Keefe, Governing Board Chairman

September was a watershed month for project construction in South Florida as the
Governing Board approved three restoration-related contacts, including the second-largest
single construction award in the District's history. We appreciate the financial commitment
from Governor Scott and the Florida Legislature that allows us to accelerate work on these
and other projects that benefit our coastal communities and improve Everglades water
quality.

The Board's approval of the Stormwater Treatment Area (STA) contract for the C-44
Reservoir and STA project in Martin County is a major step forward. With an investment of
$101 million, the 6,300-acre constructed wetland, along with other project features, will
capture and cleanse local basin runoff before it reaches the St. Lucie River and Estuary.
With an earlier contract approved last month, construction is already underway on the
discharge spillway, and the Board will consider a final contract early next year to build the
pump station needed to move water within the project area.

Construction contracts were also approved for two water conveyance projects as part of the Governor's Restoration Strategies plan
to improve the quality of water flowing into the Everglades. The two project features will help route water into the L-8 Flow
Equalization Basin, a major storage facility now under construction. When complete, the L-8 facility will provide a more steady flow
of water to our stormwater treatment areas, helping them achieve optimal performance.

Following two public hearings this month, the Governing Board approved the District's budget for Fiscal Year 2015 (October 1, 2014
– September 30, 2015). Without raising taxes, the adopted $720.4 million budget will fund the agency's core mission responsibilities
for the coming year. A significant infusion of state revenues enables us to continue the strong pace of restoration progress.

Notably, nearly 80 percent of the District's FY2015 budget is dedicated to natural systems and flood protection efforts. More than
$362 million will be used to build projects and implement programs that benefit the South Florida ecosystem. In addition, more than
$202 million will be invested in our primary mission to operate and refurbish the regional flood control and water management
network.

For 65 years, the District's work has been large-scale and critical to South Florida's environment and its diverse communities across
16 counties. With a population that has grown to more than 8 million residents, this vast region depends on water and on effective
water management. Looking ahead to our 66th year, the South Florida Water Management District remains committed to protecting
and improving this vital resource.
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2015 Budget Includes State Support to Protect and Restore the Everglades,
Coastal Estuaries
Nearly 80 percent of budget to provide environmental and flood control benefits

At a public hearing on Sept. 23, the South Florida Water Management District (SFWMD)
Governing Board adopted a $720.4 million budget for Fiscal Year 2015 (Oct. 1, 2014 –
Sept. 30, 2015). The annual budget funds the agency's core flood control and water supply
missions as well as its continued progress to restore and protect the South Florida
ecosystem.

http://www.sfwmd.gov/pls/portal/docs/PAGE/COMMON/NEWSR/ENEWS/RIPPLE/ARCHIVE/RIPPLE_INDEX_201409.PDF


"This budget allows us to continue operating and refurbishing the regional water control
system and puts state funding to work to benefit our state's natural areas, including the
Kissimmee River, Lake Okeechobee, coastal estuaries and the Everglades," said SFWMD
Governing Board Chairman Daniel O'Keefe. "With our agency-wide commitment to efficient
operations, District millage rates have been reduced for the fourth year in a row."

Nearly 80 percent of the District's FY2015 budget is dedicated to flood protection efforts and
natural systems restoration:

$202.2 million to operate and maintain South Florida's regional flood control system
and other associated works, including $52.4 million toward refurbishment of the
primary network of canals, levees, structures and pump stations

$362.5 million to build projects and implement programs to help restore America's Everglades — from the Kissimmee
headwaters to Florida Bay

State Support for Everglades and Estuaries 
The approved budget contains a significant infusion of state revenues ($137.8 million) appropriated by the Florida Legislature this
year to continue and to accelerate the pace of restoration progress.

In total, the FY2015 approved spending plan includes $71.4 million to implement the next phases of Governor Scott's Restoration
Strategies plan for improving the quality of water flowing into America's Everglades. In 2015, these funds will be used to:

Continue construction on two Flow Equalization Basins
Increase existing stormwater treatment area capacity
Construct additional conveyance features
Continue implementation of the Science Plan
Plan, design and initiate construction on the Mecca shallow impoundment and the Lainhart and Masten dams in the
Loxahatchee watershed
Implement additional source control activities

The FY2015 budget also invests more than $120 million in projects to benefit the St. Lucie and Caloosahatchee estuaries,
including:

Continued construction of the C-44 Reservoir and accelerated construction of the C-44 Stormwater Treatment Area,
discharge system and pump station in the St. Lucie watershed
Water quality treatment and storage projects in the Caloosahatchee watershed, including initial work on the C-43 Reservoir
to provide additional interim storage on the project site
Continued construction on the Kissimmee River restoration project and Headwaters revitalization, which will create more
upstream storage
Expansion of the District's Dispersed Water Management program to hold more water on public and private lands

Another $36.6 million is dedicated to other key environmental projects designed to re-establish more natural water flows, including:

Cost-sharing construction of the north detention area for the C-111 South Dade project with the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers
Picayune Strand Restoration manatee mitigation construction, acquisition and operational testing/monitoring of the Merritt
and Faka Union pump stations

The District's annual budget is funded by a combination of ad valorem (property) taxes and other revenues such as state
appropriations, federal and local sources, balances, fees, investment earnings and agricultural privilege taxes. For FY2015,
$265.9 million (about 37 percent of total revenues) is provided by property taxes, and $143.1 million is from accumulated ad
valorem reserves.

The approved millage rates for FY2015 represent $38.42 per $100,000 of taxable value in 15 of the District's 16 counties (the
Okeechobee Basin). In Collier County and mainland Monroe County (the Big Cypress Basin), the tax rates represent $30.97 per
$100,000 of taxable value.

For more information, see:



Just the Facts: FY2015 Budget
Budget & Strategic Plan Documents
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Construction Set to Begin on Wetlands to Clean Water for St. Lucie River
Stormwater Treatment Area will use plants to remove nutrients to protect the river

A former citrus operation in Martin County is set to become a 6,300-acre wetland to clean
local stormwater runoff before it reaches the St. Lucie River and Estuary.

At its September meeting, the South Florida Water Management District (SFWMD)
Governing Board invested approximately $101 million in a contract to construct the treatment
wetlands portion of the C-44 Reservoir and Stormwater Treatment Area (STA).

"This is the third month in a row the Board has been in a position to approve major steps
forward for this critical project," said SFWMD Governing Board Chairman Daniel O'Keefe.
"Coupled with continued support and an investment of $60 million by Governor Rick Scott
and the Florida Legislature, this is the type of momentum that will help reach the goal of
protecting and restoring the river and estuary."

The Board's action followed several months of progress on the project, including:

A major agreement to allow the District to expedite work
A contract to construct the main project spillway

A Florida Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) permit needed to build the reservoir portion of the project

Once complete, the STA will include 32 miles of berms, 30 miles of canals and 56 concrete water control structures. Inside the
berms, plants such as cattails, pickerel weed and bulrush will remove and store nutrients, including phosphorus, from the water
before it flows into the St. Lucie River and Estuary.

The six cells of vegetation are critical components of the overall C-44 Reservoir Project, which will also include:

A 3,400-acre reservoir capable of storing about 16 billion gallons of water.
A pump station capable of moving 1,100 cubic feet per second (cfs) of water, or about 717 million gallons a day, into the C-
44 Reservoir.

All project components were originally planned to be built by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.

In July, the Governing Board approved a major agreement with the Corps that allowed the SFWMD to expedite construction of the
STAs, a pump station and a portion of the project discharge canal.

In August, the Board awarded an approximately $5.4 million contract for construction of the spillway that will serve as the single
point of water movement out of the entire project.

Strategically completing the spillway early in the construction timeline will allow the SFWMD to store additional water on the project,
helping to reduce excess water flow to the estuary — even before the reservoir and stormwater treatment area are complete. This
work will allow water managers to retain local runoff on approximately 7,000 acres of the 12,000-acre project site.

Also this month, the DEP issued a permit for the Corps to construct the reservoir portion of the project.

The St. Lucie River and Estuary is part of the larger Indian River Lagoon system, the most diverse estuarine environment in North
America. It is home to more than 4,000 plant and animal species, including manatees, oysters, dolphins, sea turtles and seahorses.

For more information, see:

Indian River Lagoon - South
Improving Water Quality: Stormwater Treatment Areas
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SFWMD Awards Construction Contracts to Improve Everglades Water Quality
Two key structures will help water flow to cleansing wetlands

http://www.sfwmd.gov/portal/page/portal/xrepository/sfwmd_repository_pdf/jtf_fy2015_final_budget_approval.pdf
http://www.sfwmd.gov/portal/page/portal/xweb%20about%20us/agency%20reports#budget_strategic_plan
http://www.evergladesplan.org/docs/2014/06/fs_irls_jun_2014.pdf
http://www.sfwmd.gov/portal/page/portal/xweb%20protecting%20and%20restoring/water%20quality%20stormwater%20treatment%20areas


Work is set to begin on two structures that will route water where it can be stored and
cleaned as part of Governor Rick Scott's Restoration Strategies plan to improve Everglades
water quality.

The South Florida Water Management District (SFWMD) Governing Board in September
awarded contracts to build a new gated structure and improve an existing structure to move
water to and from the massive L-8 Flow Equalization Basin (FEB). This storage reservoir will
capture peak stormwater flows so water managers can move water into a Stormwater
Treatment Area (STA) at a steady rate to optimize its performance and achieve water quality
improvement targets.

"This is where a plan on paper becomes a working construction project on the ground," said
SFWMD Governing Board Chairman Daniel O'Keefe. "Seeing earth movers and heavy
equipment means we are closer to achieving this agency's goal and the Governor's vision of
cleaner water for the Everglades."

With an approximately $4.4 million investment, Douglas N. Higgins, Inc., will construct a vertical-lift gated structure located in the L-8
Canal, about 2.6 miles north of State Road 80 in Palm Beach County. The fully automated, concrete reinforced structure has two
basic functions:

When closed, it will allow water levels in a portion of the L-8 Canal to be raised and held without affecting water elevations
in the remainder of the canal north of the structure.
Filling of the L-8 FEB by gravity and also pumping of water out of the L-8 FEB to nearby STAs 1 East and 1 West without
impacting flood control and water supply for L-8 Canal users.

With an approximately $2.3 million investment, Murray Logan Construction, Inc., will upgrade the existing gated structure known as
S-5AS near the C-51 Canal along State Road 80 west of Wellington. This upgrade will enable the structure to move water sent from
the L-8 FEB to be treated in the STAs.

Both of these structures are key to fully utilize the operation of the L-8 FEB.

The reservoir is one of two Flow Equalization Basins under construction as part of the Restoration Strategies plan, providing
105,000 acre-feet of combined water storage for delivery of consistent flows needed to optimize performance of the region's
Stormwater Treatment Areas.

The L-8 Reservoir has already provided regional water resource benefits, including:

Approximately 3.1 billion gallons of water from Tropical Storm Isaac were directed into the reservoir to help alleviate flooding
from historic rainfall in Palm Beach County.
The City of West Palm Beach utilized more than 600 million gallons of water from the reservoir for water supply during the
historic 2007 drought and again drew from the reservoir during a prolonged dry period in 2011.
During a 2011 pilot project, the District used small pumps to send fresh water from the reservoir north to benefit the
Loxahatchee River.

For more information, see:

Restoration Strategies
Just the Facts: L-8 Flow Equalization Basin
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SFWMD Approves Investment in Indian River Lagoon National Estuary Program
Revised program will increase community participation, opportunities

With the goal of expanding opportunities and partnerships to restore and protect a unique
Florida waterway, the South Florida Water Management District (SFWMD) Governing Board
has approved a $500,000 investment in the Indian River Lagoon National Estuary Program
(IRL NEP).

Just two days before the SFWMD Governing Board vote, the St. Johns River Water
Management District Governing Board also approved a $500,000 investment in the
program. These actions follow Governor Rick Scott's direction to the Florida Department of
Environmental Protection to participate as well, by dedicating $250,000 a year in funding for

http://www.sfwmd.gov/portal/page/portal/xweb%20protecting%20and%20restoring/restoration%20strategies
http://www.sfwmd.gov/portal/page/portal/xrepository/sfwmd_repository_pdf/jtf_l8_res_feb.pdf


the IRL NEP effort.

"The Indian River Lagoon helps define the quality of life along a vast stretch of Florida's east
coast, including Martin and St. Lucie counties," said SFWMD Governing Board Vice-Chair
Kevin Powers, a long-time resident of Martin County. "We are proud to join Governor Rick
Scott and the Florida Department of Environmental Protection in dedicating funds to protect

this valuable resource."

SFWMD funding for the program comes a month after the Governing Board was briefed on proposed organizational changes
designed to increase community participation and expand project opportunities. These enhancements include:

Reigniting community engagement
Targeting the IRL for increased project funding at local, state and federal levels
Highlighting the importance of the IRL through outreach and education

The IRL NEP was established in 1990 through the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's designation of the IRL as an "estuary of
national significance." The IRL NEP provides a non-regulatory, stakeholder-driven, collaborative approach to coastal watershed
restoration and protection.

The IRL is a diverse, shallow-water estuary stretching across 40 percent of Florida's east coast from Ponce de Leon Inlet in Volusia
County to the southern boundary of Martin County. The lagoon is a critical water body in the state and has experienced excess
nutrient pollution in addition to excess freshwater flows for many decades. Widespread algal blooms appeared in the lagoon in
2011 followed by brown tide blooms in 2012 and 2013. Approximately 47,000 acres of seagrasses were lost, a reduction of about
60 percent of the lagoon's total seagrass coverage.

The lagoon supports a multitude of industries and activities, from fishing and recreation to tourism and agriculture. A study
concluded that the economic benefits of the Indian River Lagoon totaled more than $3.7 billion in 2007 alone and accounts for
15,000 jobs.
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SFWMD Begins Accepting Funding Applications for WaterSIP
Water Savings Incentive Program saves water through technology-based water conservation projects

The South Florida Water Management District (SFWMD) began accepting applications on
Sept. 24 to fund water conservation projects through the Water Savings Incentive Program
(WaterSIP) in Fiscal Year 2015. Applications are due to the District by 3 p.m. on Oct. 31.

WaterSIP was created to foster water conservation efforts of public and private water
providers or users within the District's boundaries. Projects that use technology to implement
water conservation are considered for funding through the program. Award recipients may
be eligible for reimbursement up to 50 percent or up to $50,000, whichever is less, of the
actual total project costs.

Examples of previously funded conservation projects include high-efficiency indoor plumbing
retrofits, automatic line flushing devices and irrigation retrofits. The District encourages
industrial, commercial, institutional and agricultural water users, as well as homeowners
associations and condominium associations, to apply for funding.

Since 2002, WaterSIP has provided a total of $4.9 million to help fund 172 projects 2.76 billion gallons of water per year, or
7.6 million gallons of water per day.

For more information on WaterSIP and application materials, visit the District's Water Conservation web page.
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http://www.sfwmd.gov/portal/page/portal/levelthree/water%20conservation?utm_source=ripple&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_content=sep2014&utm_campaign=watersip#sip
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