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Natural Resource Policy:  Water Watch and Other News

SCCF MeMber Update

NoveMber - deCeMber 2013

By Rae Ann Wessel, Natural Resource Policy Director
Water Watch

For the past four consecutive 
months, flows into the Caloosa-
hatchee estuary have been above 
the harm threshold of 2800 cfs 
(cubic feet per second). The exces-
sive freshwater has had devastating 
impacts on our marine and estua-
rine resources with 100% mortal-
ity of oysters in the Caloosahatchee 
at Iona and Peppertree Pointe and 
green seagrass washing up along our 
beaches. Ironically all this freshwater 
has not been beneficial to our fresh-
water tape grass in the upper estuary 
because the colored dissolved organ-
ic matter (CDOM), that creates the 
dark colored water, absorbs and scat-

ters light in the water column and 
makes it unavailable to the grass. 

The public outrage over the dev-
astating water conditions that affect 
both our Caloosahatchee estuary and 
the St. Lucie estuary on the east side 
of the state have captured the atten-
tion of our elected officials at both 
the state and federal levels. Public 
meetings and promises to implement 
solutions are at hand.  

Florida Senate Select Committee
In Florida Senate President Don 

Gaetz tapped Senator Joe Negron from 
the Treasure Coast to chair the Senate 
Select Committee on the Indian River 
Lagoon and Lake Okeechobee Basin. 

The objective of the committee is to 
identify and fund short-term solutions 
and prioritize long-term projects.  Our 
Senator, Lizbeth Benacquisto, has as-
sured that Caloosahatchee issues are 
included in the scope of the commit-
tee.  She has been a powerful advocate 
on the committee, representing and 
fighting for projects and solutions for  
addressing both water quantity and 
quality issues.

In August the committee held a 
public hearing in Stuart followed up 
by a second hearing in Tallahassee 
in September. SCCF policy staff has 
been meeting with Senator Benac-
quisto and working behind the scenes 
with stakeholder partners on both 
coasts to provide details on projects 
and priority actions. The commit-
tee plans to issue recommendations 
in a November report. You can track 
committee meetings and actions on 
their website:  http://www.flsenate.gov/
Committees/Show/SIRO/

Florida Fly In to DC
Good News!  The U.S. House 

passed the WRRDA bill by a vote of 
417-3 in October. WRRDA, the Water 
Resources Reform and Development 
Act, is the process through which Con-
gress authorizes the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers to carry out vital water in-
frastructure and environmental restora-
tion projects. This year’s bill, HR 3080, 
includes four Everglades Restoration 
projects for Florida;  the C43 Reservoir 

See Policy on Page 5

This year’s WRRDA bill authorizes four Everglades Restoration projects:  the C43 Res-
ervoir (for the Caloosahatchee), the Broward County Water Preserve Area, Biscayne Bay 
Coastal Wetlands and the C111 Spreader Canal. 
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Sandy Gross
Sandy Gross has been visiting Sanibel for about 35 

years. She is passionate about land preservation and habi-
tat restoration. She resides in Cincinnati, Ohio where 

she owns a public art studio, 
Brazee Street Studios, situated 
on acres of reclaimed urban 
land that is now home to a 
certified monarch waysta-
tion, native prairie, bird habi-
tat and 25 studio artists. She 
maintains a studio practice in 
glass, teaches classes to both 
children and educators and 
currently has been doing large 
scale art glass installations 

with children across the country. She and her husband 
John Hutton own an award-winning childrens bookstore, 
Blue Manatee Children’s Bookstore. Sandy holds degrees 
in both Art and Education which inspire her work with 
children and grown-ups alike.

Gwenda Hiett-Clements
An SCCF volunteer for over 15 years, Gwenda served 

on the Board of Trustees from 2004 to 2008. She headed 
the Membership Committee for over six years, and has 

been a sea turtle volunteer 
since 1997. Currently she is 
the lead volunteer for SCCF 
data entry relating to mem-
bership, the Annual Fund 
Drive and other donations. 

Gwenda moved to Sanibel 
from Indianapolis, Indiana 
where she taught high school 
English, journalism and pho-
tojournalism for 25 years and 
was advisor for school news-

paper and yearbook staffs. While vacationing on Sanibel 
in 1991, she met Len Clements, an islander since 1973, 
and they married in 1994. 

She earned a bachelor’s degree in education from Ball 
State University, her master’s degree from Butler University, 
and pursued additional training in design and photography 
at Indiana University where she taught summer journalism 
workshops. She credits working at all three of the local is-
land newspapers during the ‘90s with providing her a good 
island education.

Richard Shipley
Richard Shipley has lived off and on Sanibel for over 

10 years, and acquired his current property five years ago.
Richard is founder and Managing Director of 

Shiprock Capital (www.shiprock.com). Shiprock Capital 
is a private equity firm investing in early and expansion 
stage technology companies, primarily in the fields of in-
formation technology and the physical sciences.

Previously Mr. Shipley 
was President and CEO of 
Shipley Company, L.L.C., 
a world leader in electronic 
materials and process tech-
nology development. Shipley 
Company’s markets included 
advanced circuit board tech-
nology, semiconductor man-
ufacturing and advanced elec-
tronic packaging. 

Mr. Shipley received his 
MBA at Boston University in 1972. He previously served 
on both the Massachusetts High Technology Council 
Board of Directors, and the Newton-Wellesley Hospital 
(Partners HealthCare) Board. He is currently a Trustee of 
Boston University.

Deborah La Gorce
Ran Niehoff
Philip Puschel

Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road, P.O. Box 839, Sanibel, FL  33957  Tel. (239) 472-2329    www.sccf.org    

Linda Uhler - President
Patti Jurney-Sousa - Vice President
Martha Siders - Secretary
Don Rice - Treasurer    

Member Update Contributors

Erick Lindblad - Executive Director

Kristie Anders
Cheryl Giattini
Chris Lechowicz

Erick Lindblad
Eric Milbrandt, PhD

Karen Nelson

Dee Serage
Mark Thompson
Rae Ann Wessel

Board of Trustees  2013
Bill Burch
Claude C. Crawford, PhD
Ron Gibson
Doris Holzheimer

Robbie Roepstorff
Paul F. Roth
Ed Wheeler, MD, FACR

2014 Nominees for SCCF Board of Trustees

Gwenda  
Hiett-Clements

Sandy Gross

Richard Shipley
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Eastern box turtles (Terrapene 
carolina) are a unique group of tur-
tles that do not precisely fit into an 
aquatic or terrestrial designation.  A 
proper description for them would 
be semi-aquatic or perhaps semi-ter-
restrial, since they frequently enter 
water bodies but are mostly seen in 
terrestrial habitats. They are given the 
name “box turtles” because of their 
ability to completely close their upper 
(carapace) and lower (plastron) shells 
in order to deter predators.  

All forms of Terrapene carolina 
are protected from commercializa-
tion in Florida and have strict pos-
session limits. Sanibel actually has a 
statute prohibiting the collection of 
any native turtle on the island. There 
are four subspecies of eastern box 
turtles found in the United States. 
The Florida box turtle (Terrapene 
carolina bauri) is the form found in 
the Florida peninsula and on Sanibel 
and Captiva islands. George Camp-

bell, author of The Nature of Things 
on Sanibel (1978) and several nature 
articles for the Sanibel Captiva Is-
lander, referred to this turtle as “The 
Jewel of Sanibel” because of their yel-
low streaks stretching across a mostly 
black carapace. Both Campbell and 
Charles LeBuff reported a noticeable 
decline in their numbers on Sanibel 
during the 1980s and 1990s. SCCF 
has led the effort to gather baseline 
data for long-term monitoring and 
population assessment on Sanibel 
and Captiva. 

These small, long-lived turtles 
have been reported to live to be over 
130 years old. Research has shown 
that most box turtles have a relatively 
small home range (generally 2.5-12 
acres). Florida box turtles rarely ex-
ceed seven inches in total length and 
populations on Sanibel are among 
the largest anywhere in their range. 
The state record for a Florida box 
turtle is 187 mm, which was from 

Sanibel in the 1980s. Their primary 
conservation issues are habitat loss, 
road-mortality and unscrupulous col-
lection for the pet trade.  

SCCF began a mark-recapture ef-
fort, on Sanibel and Captiva, nearly 
10 years ago in order to gather popu-
lation data on these barrier island box 
turtles, as well as to gather longevity 
and home range patterns. SCCF has 
many partners in this effort. The J.N. 
“Ding” Darling National Wildlife 
Refuge, the City of Sanibel, the Sanc-
tuary Golf Course, C.R.O.W., several 
condo associations and private indi-
viduals participate in this effort by 
providing box turtles that they may 
find on their lands. 

Captured turtles are processed at 
the SCCF Wildlife Habitat Manage-
ment office. There, they are measured, 
weighed, sexed and permanently 
marked for identification purposes. A 
GPS location of the capture point is 
recorded for movement analysis. All 
turtles are returned to their place of 
capture immediately after process-
ing. To date, SCCF has marked well 
over 100 individuals on Sanibel and 
Captiva and have been getting good 
recapture data.  Our data will be 
compared with a study conducted 
on Egmont Key (a National Wildlife 
Refuge off of St. Petersburg, FL).

Wildlife Habitat Management: Protecting the Jewel of Sanibel

By Chris Lechowicz, Director, Wildlife Habitat Management and Herpetologist



Page 4

Watch Your Mail!
The SCCF Annual Report for Fiscal Year 2012-2013 will be arriving just before Thanksgiving.
We hope you will feel thankful for all the good work done in the last year to build on our commitment to con-

servation. If so, please show your support by returning the enclosed envelope with your most generous tax-deductible 
donation to the 2013-2014 Annual Fund Drive.

For questions about the Annual Fund Drive or end-of-year giving, please call Cheryl Giattini at 395-2768.

(for the Caloosahatchee a/k/a Canal 43), the Broward County 
Water Preserve Area, Biscayne Bay Coastal Wetlands and the 
C111 spreader Canal. 

In addition, the bill includes an amendment that 
would allow the South Florida Water Management Dis-
trict to go forward with the Central Everglades Planning 
Project, CEPP.  This is important because the CEPP proj-
ect is fundamental to building the infrastructure that will 
move water south of Lake Okeechobee, ultimately pro-
viding relief from high flows to the estuaries. To be in-
cluded in a WRRDA bill, projects need a Chief ’s Report 
from the Corps of Engineers.  The report for this project 
is expected by next spring, potentially after this WRRDA 
bill is passed. Waiting for the next WRRDA bill would 
arrest progress on Everglades Restoration. 

Now a conference committee will reconcile differences 
between the bill passed by the House and the Senate version 
passed last May. Both chambers will vote on the final bill 
and, if passed, the bill goes to the President for his signature. 
With this authorization, the projects would move forward 
for the approval of the appropriations.

The federal shutdown may have focused more atten-
tion on the bill and attendance at a bipartisan meeting 
hosted in DC by U.S. Representative Patrick Murphy (D) 
Jupiter and Representative Trey Radel (R) Fort Myers. On 
October 3rd over 20 House members, including Speaker 
Pelosi and key members from over six states, attended a 
meeting to discuss solutions and next steps. Stakeholders 
and elected officials from both the west and east coast 
made the trip to demand passage of a WRRDA bill.

The extra R in this year’s bill reflects the committees’ 
work at Reform in the bill to eliminate earmarks, stream-
line the infrastructure delivery process and defund projects 
previously approved that have not started construction.

Sign the Petition to Protect Funding for Florida Conser-
vation and Park Land

More than 4,000 individual volunteers and 340 con-
servation and civic organizations from across Florida have 
been working to put the Florida Water and Land Conser-
vation Amendment on the November 2014 ballot.  

So far, 530,662 Floridians have signed the petition! 
That’s more than half a million people who want to see the 
amendment on the ballot next year. We have come too far to 
slow down now, so please find some time in your calendar to 
get out and collect signatures. It is the most important thing 
you can do to make sure we qualify for the November 2014 
ballot. Please also tell everyone you meet about the campaign 
and ask them to sign! More information is available at the 
FWLL website: http://floridawaterlandlegacy.org/

Caloosahatchee Oxbow & Riverlore Cruises begin 17th year
Join us on a river cruise to enjoy the historic and scenic 

Caloosahatchee.  The 2.5 hour tour departs from the Frank-
lin Locks and travels upstream through the old river mean-
ders. This year’s trips begin the day after Thanksgiving on 
Friday, November 29, 2013 and continue monthly through 
May 11, 2014.  These trips fill up fast during season so call in 
your reservations to SCCF 239.472.2329 early. Trip dates for 
this season are: Friday, November 29 and Sunday December 
8 in 2013; in 2014: Sunday January 26; Sunday February 9; 
Sunday March 9; Sunday April 13; and Mothers Day Sun-
day May 11.  Look forward to seeing you on the river!

Save the Date 29th Annual Everglades coalition Conference
The 29th annual Everglades Coalition Conference 

will be held in Naples at the Naples Beach Hotel January 
9 – 11, 2014.   The conference theme Everglades Restora-
tion Protecting Coastal Communities is particularly time-
ly after this year’s devastating impacts on coastal estuaries.  
The conference is the largest annual forum for exchange 
of Everglades conservation and restoration discussion and 
is attended by decision-makers from federal, state, local 
and tribal governments, agency representatives, stake-
holders, public and private interests, scientists, educators, 
contractors, conservationists, the media and  students.   

The annual conference does not make it to the west 
coast very often so we hope you will plan to join us to add 
your voice to the stimulating programs, discussion and 
debate. Registration and more information is available at: 
http://www.evergladescoalition.org.

Policy -- Continued from Page 1
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On YOur Own at the nature Center

ButterflY hOuse

Learn about the life cycle of the Zebra Longwing, the 
state butterfly, on a self-guided tour of the Butterfly 
House.  

human uses Of flOrida native Plants

Take a self-guided tour of our Ethnobotany garden.  
Signs briefly explain how Florida native plants have 
been used for food, shelter, medicine and art by cul-
tures past and present.   

walking trails & OBservatiOn tOwer

Explore our four miles of walking trails through Sanibel’s 
interior wetlands and climb our observation tower for a 
bird’s eye view of Sanibel’s ridges and swales.  Guided 
Trail Walks offered in the winter.  

wildlife exhiBits

As part of the Nature Center exhibits, there are a vari-
ety of “educational ambassadors” living in tanks.  Take 
a look at Indie the endangered Indigo snake, Jewel the 
Diamond Back Terrapin, Happy the Florida Snapping 
turtle, Salty the mangrove water snake, Lucky the Flor-
ida Softshell turtle plus baby box turtles and critters in 
the touch tank.

Born and raised in Orlando, FL, I am a true Florida 
native.  I grew up going on family adventures from ca-
noeing and diving to fossil hunting with my grandfather.  
Sanibel has been a beloved retreat in my family since long 
before I was born, and has contributed to my love of na-
ture.  After a study abroad trip to the rainforest of Guyana 
and to the Madras Crocodile Bank in India, I discovered 
that I had a passion for plants that was not to be stifled.  
Specifically, I am fascinated by ethnobotany, the study of 
the way people use plants.  In August of 2013, I gradu-
ated from the University of Florida with a BS in Plant 
Sciences with a minor in Agribusiness.  

The unique opportunity to work with Sanibel-Cap-
tiva Conservation Foundation has presented itself at the 
most opportune of times as I figure out the steps after 
college.  I am looking to start a career in horticulture, and 
hope to incorporate ethnobotany into whatever I do.  

Meet Nursery Intern Hannah Wooten

10 cards & envelopes for $15.  Available at the 
Native Plant Nursery..  We can mail your cards 
to you for an extra priority mailing charge.  
Mail orders must be received by Dec. 10.
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 inside)   Season’s Greetings!
Support SCCF While Holiday Shopping!

Check out our new Gift Catalog, full of great 
ideas that help support the ongoing work of the 
Foundation.  There are copies in the Nature Center 
and also at www.sccf.org (look under Other Ways to 
Help, top right)
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On Friday, October 25, SCCF sponsored 
an FGCU student project to remove under-
water marine debri and fishingline line under 
the Sanibel Pier.  The City  closed the pier 
for easy access for the divers.  Dive Master 
and FGCU student Nathan Engler coordi-
nated and lead the group as part of project 
requirements for their civic engagement class 
at Florida Gulf Coast University.  SCCF is 
sponsored this marine cleanup as part of the 
Keep Lee County Beautiful “Monofilament 
Madness” event.  The divers found 3 large 
casting nets, pounds of lead weights, a long 
handled pole net, batteries, cell phone, hooks, 
and miles of fishing line in large jumbled 
masses.  Monofilament fishing line and ma-
rine debri can trap and harm sea turtles, birds 
and many other critters.  The students freed 
many live stone crabs from the debri and the divers spotted numerous large snook.  The resident Goliath Grouper who 
lives under the pier did not make an appearance that day. 

SCCF Sponsors Underwater Marine Cleanup at Sanibel Pier
By Dee Serage, Landscaping for Wildlife Educator

In early November, when there is with just a sliver of 
moonlight, there is good night viewing. One of the favor-
ite of all constellations, Orion, will be dominant in the 
sky, with the Milky Way streaming through his shoulders.

There is the possibility in early November for a view 
of a comet first identified just a year ago, too. There is 
debate whether Comet ISON will return from its swing 
around the sun:  if it does not disintegrate and survives 
its trip around the sun, it should be visible after sunset by 
the end of November and early December.

The earth is traveling through a place in space where 
more meteors will be encountered, continuing through 
mid-November.  These particular showers, although not 
as numerous as those in mid-August, do have the reputa-
tion of having longer tails.

There are some great things happening in the night 
skies during the month of November. Sanibel’s dark skies 
ordinance and the relatively low density living on Cap-
tiva -- plus hopes of cool fronts lowering the humidity -- 
enhance our view. These phenomena can be seen wher-
ever you are in the northern hemisphere. Nice to know 
we all look up in wonder at the same universe. 

Stay Awake and Look Up! Zebra Longwings
By Kristie Anders, Education Director By Dee Serage, Landscaping for Wildlife Educator

Zebra Longwings are flying 
on SCCF trails at the Nature 
Center.  Not since before Hur-
ricane Charley in 2004 have so 
many been spotted.  The Zebra 
Longwing butterfly is Florida's 
state insect.  On Tuesday, Novem-
ber 12 at 11 a.m. come and learn 
about this beautiful butterfly now 
flying in the butterfly house.  

Buy a passion vine from the 
Native Plant Nursery, place it in 
the butterfly house for the Zebras 
to lay eggs on, then take it home 
to plant.  Program is free to all.  
Meet at the SCCF butterfly house 
at 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road.  
SCCF is looking for volunteers 
for the butterfly house, call Dee 
at 472-2329.

Grow Your Own Zebras
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Help Us Celebrate!
The Gateway Kiosk and the Shipley Trail at the Bailey Homestead Preserve

Please join us on Thursday morning, January 23, 2014 as we officially open the Bailey Homestead Preserve’s 
Gateway Kiosk, Shipley Trail, and the boardwalk SCCF and the City of Sanibel created to connect the Bailey Home-
stead Preserve to the City’s Pond Apple Park. This is a great opportunity to celebrate with all the funding partners for 
these projects, especially Richard Shipley, Edison National Bank/Bank of the Islands, the Thomas Family in memory 
of Starr Thomas, and the Gilbert Family in memory of Harris Gilbert.

We look forward to opening the rest of the homestead at a future date.  Stay tuned.
In the meantime, watch for details at www.sccf.org or learn more by calling 472-2329.

Nature Center, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road (1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road), P.O. Box 839, Sanibel  33957
Nature Center (239) 472-2329         www.sccf.org      

Trails with Observation Tower  •  Butterfly House  •  Education Center with Touch Tank: $5/adult, children under 17 and members free.

SCCF November - December 2013 Program Schedule

the alien invasiOn

Over 500 fish and wildlife species, 1180 plant 
species and who knows how many insects that 
are not native now live and multiply in Florida, 
after being introduced by humans.  Some like 
the pythons in the Everglades are having devas-
tating effects.  Come and learn about Sanibel’s 
“Alien Invasion.”  Thursday, December 19 at 10 
a.m. in the Nature Center. Cost is $5 with mem-
bers and children free.

annual memBershiP meeting

Please join us for SCCF’s Annual Membership Meeting on 
Tuesday, December 10 at 5 p.m.  Meet the new Board nomi-
nees, find out what’s up at SCCF and get an update on on-
going work at the Bailey Homestead Preserve.  Please bring 
a potluck dish — we’ll supply the main course.   Tuesday, 
December 10 at 5 p.m.  Call 472-2329 for more info.

BOBCat tales

“Bobcat: Master of Survival” is how author Kevin Han-
sen describes Lynx rufus.  While other wild feline species 

are in trouble, bobcats seem to be flourishing 
through most of their North American range 
and this adaptable feline’s ability to survive 
close to humans is one of the reasons for the 
bobcat’s success.  Rats and mice can make up 
to 40% of the bobcat’s diet.  Wednesday, No-
vember 20 and December 18 at 10 a.m. in the 
SCCF auditorium. Cost of the program is $5 
per adult, with members and children attend-
ing for free.

Cane tOads and hOw tO CatCh them

The invasive non-native Giant Cane Toad was document-
ed during frog call survey’s this summer on Sanibel for 
the first time.  Come and learn about this newest invader 
and how to help control them in your neighborhood and 
yard. Tuesday, November 19 and December 3 at 10 a.m. in 
the SCCF auditorium. Cost of the program is $5 per adult, 
with members and children attending for free.

Cane toad (left above) and the native Southern toad.  Cane toads grow to about 5.5” long while the Southern toad only 
reaches 3” long.  The most recognizable difference is the much larger parotoid gland on the Cane toad.

Continued on Page 10
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CalOOsahatChee OxBOw & riverlOre Cruise

Come with us to experience the historic meanders of the 
upriver Caloosahatchee on this 2.5-hour cruise guided 
by Rae Ann Wessel. Departs at 1 p.m. from the W.P. 
Franklin Lock & Dam Park off SR 80 in Olga.  Advance 
reservations and payment required.  $40 per person.  Space 
is limited.  For reservations, call 472-2329.  Cruises are 
offered in 2013:  Friday, Nov. 29 (after Thanksgiving), 
Sunday, Dec. 8; and in 2014:  Sundays Jan. 26, Feb. 9, 
Mar. 9, Apr. 13, and May 11 (Mother’s Day).

Calusa and CuBan: anCient mariners

Archaeologist Theresa Schober has studied numerous 
Calusa sites in southwest Florida, including the Mound 
House (where she was formerly Director), Chadwick 
Mound on Captiva, Pineland, Dog Key and others.  She 
will be speaking about the Calusa and their successors in 
the Pine Island Sound area.  Charlotte Harbor, Pine Is-
land Sound and Estero Bay were the Calusa heartland in 
the 1500s, and the Calusa dominated south Florida.  Yet 
they were gone from this area by 1711, victims of disease, 
hostilities and slaving raids.  Beginning in the late 1600s, 
fishermen from Cuba began fishing in Pine Island Sound 
with the permission of the Calusa.  Until the U.S. took 
control of Florida in the 1830s, Cuban fishing ranche-
ros dotted Pine Island Sound.  Today people still derive 
sustenance and pleasure from boating and fishing these 
waters. This is an evening to look back and learn more of 
times gone by. Thursday, December 12 at 7:30 pm in the 
Wakefield Room at ‘Tween Waters Inn.

COnservatiOn fOrum

Save the date for this year’s Conservation Forum, co-spon-
sored by SCCF and the Everglades Foundation, to be held 
the evening of January 29, 2014.  Stay tuned for more infor-
mation on this year’s program.

COYOte and Bear tales

Coyotes and a Florida black bear 
have been documented on the is-
land; the black bear was relocated to 
northern Florida.  Come and learn 
about the behaviors of these two 

new species.  Coyotes have now moved into every county in 
Florida.  Both human and bear populations are growing in 
Florida.  Eighty percent of a bear’s diet comes from insects 
and fruits.  Wednesday, November 13 and December 4 at 10 
a.m. in the SCCF auditorium. Cost of the program is $5 per 
adult, with members and children attending for free.

dOlPhins Of Pine island sOund

Kim Bassos Hull of Mote Marine Laboratory has been 
following the dolphins of Pine Island Sound for almost 
20 years. Using photographic ID of individual dorsal fins, 
Kim has identified about 250 individuals, some of which 
are third generation. Her talk will give insight into the 
challenges of tracking these magnificent aquatic mam-
mals and highlight her discoveries into their world. Learn 
more about the social structure, travels, feeding behaviors 
and other aspects of the lives of dolphins that reside exclu-
sively in northern Pine Island Sound. Thursday, December 
5 7:30 pm in the Wakefield Room at ‘Tween Waters Inn on 
Captiva, upstairs building north of the Crow’s Nest

gatOr & CrOCOdile tales

The biology of alligators and crocodiles is an ancient tale of 
survival.  Florida’s history of gators and humans is closely 
intertwined.  Learn about these living dinosaurs and what 
we must do to ensure our safety and their survival on the is-
lands.  Wednesday, November 27 and December 11 at 10 a.m. 
at the Nature Center.  Cost of the program is $5 per adult, with 
members and children attending for free.

lee COuntY reCYCling Center

Flames, heavy equipment and milk jugs! Join us for this 
electrifying and eye opening trip to Lee County’s Recy-
cling Center and find out where your garbage goes. You 
will be surprised. Lee County solid waste contracts with 
Covanta to run the plant. SCCF has toured these facili-
ties in the past and the Hammerheads can testify they 
learned a lot! There is a maximum number of participants 
so please call Kristie for details, directions and to save a 
space. Covanta will supply the hard hats and ear plugs. 
We islanders need to put on closed-toe shoes for this tour. 
Friday, November 15.  Meet at the plant near Bucking-
ham at 10 a.m.  Call 472-2329 to sign up and get direc-
tions.

Nature Center, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road (1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road), P.O. Box 839, Sanibel  33957
Nature Center (239) 472-2329         www.sccf.org      

Trails with Observation Tower  •  Butterfly House  •  Education Center with Touch Tank: $5/adult, children under 17 and members free.

SCCF November - December 2013 Program Schedule
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SCCF November - December 2013 Program Schedule

CaPtiva hOlidaY village highlights

SCCF has been involved developing the three week festival known as Captiva Holiday Village. In its fourth year, 
there is a great variety of events and festivities. More details can be found at www.captivaholidayvillage.com.  
Here’s a sampler of what will be going on:

Dolphins of Pine Island Sound
Kim Bassos Hull of Mote Marine Laboratory has been following the dolphins of Pine Island Sound for almost 20 
years.  Thursday, December 5 at 7:30 p.m. at ‘Tween Waters Inn.  See listing left.

Saturday December 7 3:30 p.m.
Captiva’s Decorated Golf Cart Parade sponsored by Royal Shell
This fun little parade is the prelude to Captiva’s luminary. Proceeds from the parade registration fees are dedicated 
to SCCF. Come watch or join in.

Calusa and Cuban: Ancient Mariners
Archaeologist Theresa Schober speaks about the Calusa and the Cuban fishermen who succeeded them in Pine 
Island Sound.  Thursday, December 12 at 7:30 p.m. at ‘Tween Waters Inn.  See listing left.

Saturday, December 14
Mullet and More Fest at Jensen’s 10:30-2:30.  SCCF will have a marine creatures exhibit and activities.
Junkanoo Parade starts at 3 p.m. on Andy Rosse Lane
Sanibel Captiva Trust Company’s Lighted Boat Parade starts at 6 p.m.

luminarY

SCCF will be at the Periwinkle Preserve gazebo as part 
of the Sanibel Luminary on Friday, December 6. Stop by 
for some Christmas cheer. Captiva’s Luminary will be on 
Saturday, December 7.

Otter tales

No one knows how many North American river otters live 
on Sanibel and Captiva.  Some say there are fewer since 

2004’s Hurricane Charley.  Come 
and learn about this large, aquatically 
adapted member of the weasel fam-
ily.  river otters are strong and grace-
ful swimmers that capture the hears 
of all who see them.  Otter sightings 
have increased recently on SCCF 
trails.  Wednesday, November 6 and 

Tuesday, December 31 at 10 a.m.  The cost of the program is $5 
with SCCF members and children attending for free.

sharks and Other CartilagenOus fish

Fossil records of elasmobranches indicate they are the first 
group of animals that had a spinal cord protected by a 
spine. But that spine is gristly cartilage not bone. Sharks, 
rays and skates all share this distinction. Among them are 
some very unusual characters including the guitar fish. 
Learn the difference between skates and rays, hear stories 
of sharks and find out about one of the rarest endangered 
species that swims in the waters around this area.  Wednes-
day, November 6  at 1:30 p.m.  $5 for non-members; members 
and children 17 and under are free. 

tank talk

The Nature Center has educational ambassadors living in 
tanks.  There is Indie the endangered Indigo snake, Jewel 
the Diamond Back Terrapin, Happy the Florida Snap-
ping turtle, Salty the mangrove water snake, plus baby 
box turtles and critters in the touch tank.  Take a guided 
tour to learn about these living ambassadors.  Tuesday, 
November 12 and 26, and December 10 and 24 at 10 a.m. 
in the Nature Center auditorium.  Cost is $5 per adult, with 
members and children free.

turtle traCks

Sanibel Island had one of the first sea turtle monitoring 
programs in the country.  Learn about the life cycles and 
habits of the sea turtles and shorebirds that nest on our 
beaches, SCCF’s monitoring activities, and what we are 
doing to protect them.  Thursday, November 14, December 
12 and January 2 at 10 a.m.  Meet at the Nature Center.  
Free to members and children, $5 for non-members.

ZeBra lOngwing Butterflies

Zebra Longwings are flying on SCCF trails at the Nature 
Center.  Not since before Hurricane Charley in 2004 have 
so many been spotted.  The Zebra Longwing butterfly is 
Florida’s state insect.  Come and learn about this beautiful 
butterfly now flying in the butterfly house.  Buy a passion 
vine from the native plant nursery, place it in the B-Fly 
house for the Zebras to lay eggs on, then take it home to 
plant.  Tuesday, November 12 at 11 a.m. Program is free
to all.  Meet at the SCCF butterfly house at 3333 Sanibel 
Sanibel-Captiva Road.  SCCF is looking for volunteers 
for the butterfly house, call Dee at 472-2329.
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Nature Center Hours:
Monday - Friday  8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. from October - May
 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. from June - September
       
Native Plant Nursery Hours:
Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.    
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. from December - April
 Closed Saturdays from May - November

SCCF Nature Center
3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road (1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road) / P.O. Box 839, Sanibel 33957    

SCCF Nature Center and Main Telephone:  (239) 472-2329
Fax:  (239) 472-6421

   

Marine Laboratory:  (239) 395-4617        Native Plant Nursery:  (239) 472-1932
Wildlife Habitat Management:  (239) 472-3984

   

www.sccf.org
   

Find the latest real-time water quality readings from our RECON sensors at 
www.recon.sccf.org

Visit our Nature Center 
  

•  Trails & Observation Tower             •  Butterfly House
•  Education Center & Touch Tank
$5/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

SCCF is dedicated to the conservation 
of coastal habitats and aquatic 
resources on Sanibel and Captiva 
and in the surrounding watershed 
through:
•	 Environmental	Education	
•	 Land	Acquisition
•		Marine	Research
•		Natural	Resource	Policy
•	 Native	Plant	Nursery
•	 Sea	Turtle	Conservation
•	 Wildlife	Habitat	Management			
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FT. MYERS, FL

November-December 2013 Member Update

Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation
P.O. Box 839
Sanibel, FL  33957

Join us on Tuesday, December 10 for our Annual Membership Meeting.  Get an update on our work over the 
past year, meet the new nominees for the Board of Trustees and enjoy a casual potluck dinner.  More info in the 
program listing on Page 8.

Annual Membership Meeting on December 10


