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SCCF MeMber Update

May-JUne 2015

Democracy in Action
By Rae Ann Wessel, Natural Resource Policy Director

Can You Hear Us Now?

Everglades Action Day in Tallahassee, April 7, 2015.  Over 1,500 attended the Buy The Land Rally with supporters Jimmy 
Buffett, who performed, and Carl Hiaasen, who spoke. 

It’s been a busy month for our policy staff.  We thank 
everyone who has been writing letters, making phone 
calls and engaging in the issues with our elected officials.   
It is making a difference.    

Everglades Action Day in Tallahassee  
The first week of April we celebrated Everglades Action 

Day in Tallahassee, commemorating the birthday of Mar-
jorie Stoneman Douglas, advocating for the River of Grass.   
Of the over 1500 who turned out our west coast team in-
cluded a diverse group with members of the Sanibel League 
of Women Voters, a founding Dean of FGCU, members of 
Caloosahatchee Riverwatch and 12 international students 
studying here and working on Caloosahatchee issues. 

In our meetings with individuals from our local legisla-
tive delegation we emphasized the need for adequate funding 
for Everglades restoration, shared a newly released Realtors 
Water Study on the cost of polluted water on real estate val-

ues in our county, urged the purchase of land south of Lake 
Okeechobee to address the catastrophic effects of high flows to 
the Caloosahatchee and St Lucie and delivered the message that 
4.2 million voters supported Amendment 1 for land acquisition 
and Everglades restoration to fund parks, wildlife habitat and 
restoration under the conservation land acquisition program.  
We conveyed the anger felt by so many, stating that we will not 
stand by while the Senate and House allocate only 1% of the 
$750 million budget for Florida Forever while allocating over 
30% for funding agency operational expenses not directly re-
lated to land conservation, management, or restoration.

 So what’s the problem?  The legislature is taking great 
liberties with the definition of "Florida Forever" the state's 
model conservation land acquisition program started under 
Governor Bush in 1999, re-authorized by the Florida Leg-
islature in 2008, and codified in Chapter 259.105 of the 
Florida Statutes.

See Legislative Session on Page 5
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Habitat Restoration Projects in Full Swing at Marine Lab
By Sarah Bridenbaugh, Marine Lab Research Assistant

The Marine Lab staff have been preparing for the larg-
est marine habitat restoration project in southwest Flori-
da’s history. The project was funded through the Florida 
Department of Environmental Protection to mitigate for 
damaging freshwater releases from Lake Okeechobee as 
well as heavy rains in the Caloosahatchee watershed in the 
summer of 2013. The restoration of oyster and seagrass 
habitats from Fort Myers to San Carlos Bay is the focus.  
Much of the initial site preparation and data collection 
are wrapping up and the real work begins!

Now we are calling for volunteers to help shovel fossil oys-
ter shell into buckets and build oyster reefs in San Carlos Bay.  
The volunteer events occur at least twice per week at the City 
of Sanibel boat launch park through June and July. Call Sarah 
for more information (239) 395-4617. We need your help!

A marine contractor will be moving 700 cubic yards of 
fossil shell on a barge to a site in San Carlos Bay. The addi-
tion of hard surfaces will provide a landing place for oyster 

larvae to settle and grow. The Marine Lab has obtained state 
and federal permits to do this work. After the shell is placed, 
the Marine Lab staff will monitor the settlement, live oyster 
density, and the use of the constructed reef by crabs and fish. 

Seagrass restoration will also be starting with 24 “founder 
colonies” of tape grass to be planted near downtown Fort My-
ers. The transplants will come from a makeshift nursery be-
hind the Marine Lab that used to be a fish hatchery and is now 
a large tank full of seagrass in shoeboxes.  The propagation has 
been ongoing since November and has involved many volun-
teers including our super volunteer Jacob Lemmon. 

After the oyster and seagrass restoration projects are ‘“in 
the ground” several visiting scientists will be assisting the 
Marine Lab to understand the function and benefits of the 
restoration projects.  A sedimentation study will look at how 
vegetated areas can affect turbidity.  A filter-feeding study 
will look at the ability for oyster reefs to clean the water. 

Left below: This is a healthy oyster reef in San Carlos Bay; there are abundant live oysters and shell for oyster larvae to attach to.   
Left:  A large oyster cluster is 
shown on the left of the photo  
but most of the intertidal is 
lacking enough shell/hard 
substrates to form a reef. This 
former reef was thought to be 
severely degraded by 2013 
freshwater flows and never 
recovered.
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SCCF works closely with the City 
of Sanibel on monitoring the summer 
nesting of sea turtles.  To date in 2015, 
SCCF has documented eight sea turtle 
deaths due to propeller and collision 
impacts from boats.  Sadly, five of 
them were adult loggerheads.

The timing and location of our 
heaviest boat traffic correspond with 
adult sea turtles moving closer to shore 
for the breeding and nesting season. 
Because males are clasping females for 
very long periods during the breeding 
season, they are both burdened with 
limited maneuverability. Sanibel is an 
important beach for loggerheads nest-
ing on the west coast of Florida, and 
every adult turtle is critically important 
for conservation efforts. 

Please Watch Out For Sea Turtles When Boating
By Kelly Sloan, Sea Turtle Coordinator

From 2005 - 2014, there was an average of 2.8 strandings due to boat strikes per 
year as of April 8.  In 2014 there were seven and in 2015 there have been eight.  
The previous highest was four (2007, 2009 and 2010).

Experts estimate that only one in 1,000 sea turtles survives to adulthood.  Yet that one turtle that beats the odds can 
lose its life in an instant to a boat strike.

Every time you operate a boat you risk hitting a 
turtle. All boaters can save sea turtles lives by follow-
ing these tips:
•	 Slow down and stay alert to avoid sea turtles. 

Wearing polarized sunglasses can help you better 
see marine life in your path.

•	 A voluntary minimization of boating in the 1 
km strip along the shoreline would be helpful. 
Research indicates that adult loggerheads tend to 
concentrate in this area during the breeding and 
nesting season. If you need to boat within this 
area, please travel at idle speed so the sea turtles 
have a chance to dive out of your way.  (Note:  All 
areas within 500-feet of the beach are designated 
“idle speed” zones on Sanibel).    

•	 Have a designated lookout on board. Be aware 

Minimize boating in the 1 km strip along the shoreline.

Rules for Boating Safely

that sea turtle heads can look very similar to crab trap buoys.
•	 Obey all “No Wake” “Idle Speed” and “Slow Speed” zones, 

but realize that sea turtles are found everywhere, not just 
within the boundaries of these zones. 



Page 4

With all the talk about the negative effects caused by 
invasive exotic plants and animals in Florida, it is hard 
to imagine that biologists and land managers sometimes 
must control native species in order to keep the ecosys-
tem in balance.  If left alone, without human disturbance, 
habitats tend to police themselves for that correct balance. 
Sometimes habitats change through natural succession 
and, other times, they remain for long periods of time. 
Inconsistent weather patterns, changing fire regimes, and 
even faunal species abundance can alter habitats over time.

On Sanibel, tremendous amounts of work has been 
done to control extremely aggressive invasive exotic 
plants, such as Brazilian pepper (Schinus terebinthifolius), 
Australian Pine (Casuarina spp), air potato (Dioscorea 
bulbifera), Java Plum (Syzygium cumini), and Climbing 
Cassia (Senna pendula).  After those plants are removed 
from a parcel (either from a controlled burn, mechanical 
removal or herbicide treatment), oversight of what starts 
to grow in its place is essential to rebuilding the habitat.  

On SCCF lands, salt bush (Baccharis halimifolia), wax 
myrtle (Myrica cerifera), camphorweed (Pluchea spp), and 
a few native vines seem to be the most aggressive native 
plants to come back after exotic removal and controlled 

Invasive Natives
By Chris Lechowicz, Director - Wildlife Habitat Management

Above:  A freshly burned Spartina marsh on the Center Tract 
shows the remnants of invading wax myrtle that will be re-
moved by hand.  Below:  Salt bush (Baccharis halimifolia) 
and Carolina willow (Salix caroliniana) have completely in-
filtrated this once pristine Spartina marsh.

Above:  Buttonwoods (Conocarpus erectus) quickly encroach 
on open marshes on Sanibel in the absence of frequent fire 
(to keep seedlings in check).   Right below:  Although na-
tive hardwood hammocks are great habitats for many wildlife 
species, vigilance is required to prevent all uplands from be-
coming shaded hammocks. Many species, such as the gopher 
tortoise (Gopherus polyphemus), prefer open areas with very 
little canopy resulting in richer plant diversity.

See Natives on Page 8
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2015 Legislative Session
Florida

by Rae Ann Wessel, SCCF Natural Resource Policy Director

Thanks to all who have written and 
called, they are hearing our message.  
•	We want more parks, not strip 

malls.
•	We want protected wildlife habitat, 

not pavement.
•	We want our lawmakers to follow 

the will of the voters and protect 
our precious natural areas that gen-
erate substantial revenue for this 
state and quality of life for residents 
and visitors.

•	And we won’t stop until we get 
what we voted for.

Everglades Funding & the EAA 
Reservoir:  Included in Amendment 
1 is bonding capacity to augment the 
capacity of the program. Bonding is 
key to funding the  EAA (Everglades 
Agriculatural Area) land purchase, a 
keystone project to move Everglades 
restoration forward.  Bonding has 
been a contentious issue with the 
Senate. As of this writing they have 
resisted and voted against any form of 

bonding.  We appreciate Senator 
Thad Altman’s work pushing for 
bonding in the Senate budget.  

Timing is key!  The release of a 
water study by the Florida Realtors 
provided an important economic 
message for us to share with legisla-
tors regarding the high cost of pol-
luted water on the real estate values of 
Lee and Martin Counties.  The report 
analyzed the impact of water quality 
and clarity on the sale of single fam-
ily homes in Lee and Martin Coun-
ties over a four year period from 2010 
-2013.  They found that dirty water 
resulted in a combined economic im-
pact to real estate in the two counties 
of $969 million dollars; $541 million 
in Lee County and $428 million in 
Martin County.  You can find the re-
port linked off our website www.sccf.
org, in the Current Issues box, click 
on “Realtor study”

EAA Resolutionss & Scientist Petition
That kind of economic impact is just 
one measure of why we are fighting 
so hard for a project to capture, store, 

clean and move water south of Lake 
Okeechobee. Our elected leaders are 
in the enviable position right now of 
having a contract to buy land south 
of the Lake in the EAA, we have the 
funding potential because of the pas-
sage of Amendment one, there is the 
economic driver, there is over 20 years 
of science documenting the need for 
such a project that is even included in 
the CERP plan.   All we need is the 
political will

The City of Sanibel, Village of 
Estero and Captiva Community 
Panel are the most recent communi-
ties to pass a resolution on the EAA 
land purchase.  Adding our commu-
nity support to others across the state 
and a petition by over 200 scientists 
demanding that this Legacy opportu-
nity not be squandered.  An excellent 
Guest Opinion by Islander Porter 
Goss sums it up.  The opinion, Reso-
lutions and Scientist Petition can all 
be found linked off our website www.
sccf.org, in the Current Issues box, 
click on “EAA Reservoir.”

Meeting with Rep. Fitzenhagen 
from left: Judith Jones, Sanibel 
League of Women Voters, Salma 
Nabihi International student 
working in LaBelle with the Ca-
loosahatchee Riverwatch, Nargiz 
Abduvohudova with Caloosa-
hatchee Riverwatch, Anne Laure 
Peigne International student 
working in LaBelle with the Ca-
loosahatchee Riverwatch, Rose-
mary Powell Sanibel League of 
Women Voters, Rae Ann Wessel and Carolyn Gray Founding Dean of FGCU (retired) and Sanibel League of Women Voters.

See Page 6

Continued from Page 1



After more than 38 years in business, I rarely am sur-
prised or have new revelations. Recently, however, I had an 
experience that I would like to share with you. 

I’d received an email Action Alert request from SCCF ask-
ing me to contact Florida legislative officials and (I’m para-
phrasing here) urge them to make good on how they’d prom-
ised to spend the money that was to be set aside by Amendment 
One. I did as I usually do; I responded to the action alert and 
then forwarded the email to my partners- who happen to be 
my brothers and sister- asking them to do the same.  The act 
of doing this made me feel a little discouraged… how much ef-
fect will four people really have on what goes on in Tallahassee?

Then I got to thinking about our almost four decades of 
customers and why most of them return, over and over again. 
I believe it’s the beautiful waters that surround us.  Swim-
ming in the gulf, fishing in Pine Island sound, gathering sea 
shells,  watching manatees, and simply relaxing to the calm-
ing effect of being near our clean waters.  Hmm…seems like 
the same reasons why we choose to live here year ‘round. 

This thought led to a family business decision to en-
courage our customers to contact our elected officials. Why 
wouldn’t we? After all, these are folks who spend their hard-
earned money to vacation here. They come here because 
of the reasons I stated above; they plan carefully and look 
forward to their getaway here and yes…one way or another, 
they, too, PAY TAXES, either directly or indirectly. 

Jensen’s Twin Palm and Jensen’s on the Gulf promptly 
emailed our customers and also held a 3-day Facebook cam-
paign, encouraging folks to join us in supporting  SCCF’s 
Action Alert. 

Sending out what might’ve been perceived as a political 
message to our valued customers was, at first, a concern;  but 
we felt the issue was too important…so we took the chance. 

The results were unbelievable. 
We received an abundance of heartfelt replies…emails 

thanking us for our involvement, emails thanking us for 
making them aware of an issue they didn’t know about and, 
most importantly, emails letting us know our customers had 

taken the actions we’d suggested. 
As it turned out, all of us who contacted our lawmakers 

received the same response back. One reply, received by a 
particular state representative,  struck me as being arrogant, 
demeaning, and quite frankly, not at all caring about the is-
sue of polluted waters.  This got me fired up! Maybe it was 
on the heels of receiving such a positive response from our 
customers. Maybe it was because I know this issue affects all 
of South Florida from St. Lucie inlet on the east coast, head-
ing south to the Everglades and -for us on the west coast- the 
entire length of the Caloosahatchee and surrounding estuar-
ies as waters exit into the Gulf of Mexico. Either way, I knew 
I couldn’t let his shameful reply go unanswered.

I sent a follow-up email to the State Representative’s initial 
response and copied our customer email list once more. We 
received more responses than the original mailing; all of which 
were of gratitude and wanting to further help the cause. 

I then realized and clearly understood what SCCF’s Kris-
tie Anders and Rae Ann Wessel had been telling me for quite 

some time. Kristie with her, “Businesses like yours have a lot 
of power and influence” and Rae Ann’s, “It’s good business to 
have clean water.”

It’s with this recent experience and revelation that I am 
writing you today. 

Our family wishes to share this positive experience with 
other Florida business owners and encourage them, also,  to 
make the effort to inform their customers and guests of this 
very important issue and to educate them on how their com-
bined voices can help preserve the pristine waters of our be-
loved South Florida.

Thank you SCCF for what you do and a HUGE thank 
you to all of you have contributed your hard earned money 
and support for SCCF. 

And now I think I will take time to walk out on our 
marina dock, stand next to our guests and customers, and 
watch them revel in the spectacular beauty of the birds, fish, 
manatees, and dolphins. 

On behalf of the Jensen Family-Dave, John, Pat and Jim

Rosemary  Powell, Judith Jones, Rae Ann Wessel and Caro-
lyn Gray with some of the fish that were tak-
en to Tallahassee.  Jensen’s visitors painted 
some of the fish and wrote messages on the 
back — as a way of deliverying their mes-
sage even though they could not be there in 
person.  Inset above:  A family from Austin, 
TX at Jensen’s.

Rally at the South Florida Water Management District urging the Governing Board to take action on the 
land purchase option that was part of their 2010 contract.

Open Letter to SCCF and to the Community

Sincerely,   
Dave Jensen
Jensen’s On The Gulf & Jensen’s Twin Palm Resort and Marina
Captiva Island, Florida

 Jimmy Buffett and Carl Hiaasen at the Capitol Rally in Support
To underscore the broad support for the Buy the Land Cam-

paign, after our lobby visits Jimmy Buffett and Carl Hiaasen 
joined over 1,500 advocates in the Capitol courtyard for a concert 
and rally.   We even saw a number of elected officials in the crowd.  
Our message is getting heard. 

Jensen’s Twin Palm banner on Captiva Drive

More on Page 8

Water Management District Rally
Meanwhile closer to home we have been pressing the SFWMD for the past three months to provide 

an open discussion of the land purchase option they negotiated back in 2010.  This April they finally 
allowed for public discussion but declined to take action.  
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I grew up in Raleigh, North Carolina and was always surrounded by animals.  
This exposure sparked my interest in the field of animal science and led me to pursue 
a Biological Sciences degree at Clemson University.  Throughout my undergraduate 
studies I became interested in endangered species and habitat preservation through 
experience working on a research project focused on parrotfish populations and coral 
reef health in the Florida Keys.  

Following graduation in May 2014, I accepted an internship on Bald Head 
Island on the coast of North Carolina.  This internship allowed me to work with 
the sea turtle monitoring program, and barrier island education outreach program.  
Following this position, I applied for several internships focused on species moni-
toring in unique coastal environments.  

SCCF’s biology internship was a perfect fit for my interests and will help to 
expand my field techniques and skills as a scientist.  My ultimate goal is to return 
to graduate school for my masters in conservation biology.  

Wildlife Habitat Management Intern:  Brandt Quirk-Royal

burns. In most cases, these plants tend to form a “mono-
culture” because they regrow faster than other plants. 
Monocultures, of even native vegetation, are not good 
for the ecosystem.  Some areas of regrowth need to be 
thinned out to allow the other natives to prosper.

Typically, controlled burns in Southwest Florida tend 
to give native plants a large advantage over non-native 
plants since most of the exotic plants affecting our lands 

are not fire-adapted.  Seeds from native plants and shrubs 
are usually the first to sprout up shortly after a prescribed 
fire.  Without the proper fire regime, open grasslands be-
come dense hammocks of just a few species of plants. On 
Sanibel, cabbage palms (Sabal palmetto) and buttonwoods 
(Conocarpus erectus) are highly aggressive native trees that 
can be considered invasive if not kept in check (to protect 
open grasslands) by controlled fires or mechanical removal.  

Natives -- Continued from Page 4

Policy -- Continued from Page 7

$761.6 $773.4 $746.5 $747.7
$177.6 $177.6 $191.1 $177.7
$170  $150  $97.4 $69.4
$155  $100  $8.0 $15.0
$259  $172  $199.0 $255.5
$0   $17.5 $12.5 $0
$0  $156.3 $236  $230.1

TOTAL
Debt Service

Everglades, Estuaries and Northern Everglades
Florida Forever

Springs/Trails/Land Mgmnt/Rural Family Lands/Beach Mgmnt/Historic Pres
Keys Wastewater/Water Resource Development

Existing Agency Operating and Regulatory Expenses

Comparison of Amendment 1 Appropriations (as of 4/16/15)

Budget Item
Amend 1
Sponsors Gov.  House Senate

From the DEP website:  When Florida Forever funding is 
appropriated by the legislature it is distributed by the 
Florida Department of Environmental Protection to 
a number of state agencies and programs to purchase 
public lands in the form of parks, trails, forests, wild-
life management areas and more. All of these lands 
are held in trust for the citizens of Florida. 

Right  The breakdown to agencies 
pursuant to 259.105(3) F.S. 

Florida Forever Funding Distribution 

Florida Forever  
Budget Breakdown



Page 9

3

81 2225 15

731 2124 14

11428

2

29
30

18 25

103 2427

1

28

17

92 2326 16

13630 20 27

12529 19 26

7
6

5
4

12
11

10

9
8 15

14
13

18
19

20
21

22
23

17

16

M
a

y

Ju
n

e

Tu
rt

le
 T

ra
ck

s-
10

Ta
nk

 T
al

k-
10

C
al

oo
sa

ha
tc

he
e 

O
xb

ow
 

C
ru

is
e-

1
La

st
 c

ru
is

e 
of

 t
he

 s
ea

so
n

C
it

y 
A

lm
os

t 
W

as
n’

t 
&

 
th

e 
Sa

ni
be

l P
la

n-
1:

30

H
ur

ri
ca

ne
s-

1:
30

T
id

es
 &

 C
ur

re
nt

s-
1:

30

Li
vi

ng
 w

/ 
W

ild
lif

e-
10

Tu
rt

le
 T

ra
ck

s-
10

Tu
rt

le
 T

ra
ck

s-
10

Ta
nk

 T
al

k-
10

Ta
nk

 T
al

k-
10

O
w

l T
al

es
-1

0

O
tt

er
 T

al
es

-1
0

G
at

or
 &

 C
ro

c 
Ta

le
s-

10

G
at

or
 &

 C
ro

c 
Ta

le
s-

10

B
ob

ca
t T

al
es

-1
0

Tu
rt

le
 T

ra
ck

s-
10

Ta
nk

 T
al

k-
10

Su
n

d
a

y
  

M
o

n
d

a
y
 

T
u

e
S

d
a

y
 

W
e

d
n

e
S

d
a

y
 

T
h

u
r

S
d

a
y
 

F
r

id
a

y
 

Sa
Tu

rd
ay

 S
C

C
F

  
M

ay
-J

u
n

e
 2

01
5

h
a

p
p

e
n

in
g

S
p

r
o

g
r

a
M

S
o

p
p

o
r

T
u

n
iT

ie
S

Sn
ow

y 
Pl

ov
er

s-
1:

30

Sn
ow

y 
Pl

ov
er

s-
1:

30

Sn
ow

y 
Pl

ov
er

s-
1:

30



Page 10

SCCF May-June 2015 Program Schedule
Nature Center, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road (1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road), P.O. Box 839, Sanibel  33957

Nature Center (239) 472-2329         www.sccf.org      

BoBcaT TaleS

“Bobcat: Master of Survival” is how author Kevin Hansen 
describes Lynx rufus.  While other wild feline species are 
in trouble, bobcats seem to be flourishing through most 
of their North American range and this adaptable feline’s 
ability to survive close to humans is one of the reasons for 
the bobcat’s success.  Rats and mice can make up to 40% 
of the bobcat’s diet.  Wednesday, May 27 at 10 a.m. in the 
SCCF auditorium. Cost of the program is $5 per adult, with 
members and children attending for free.
   

calooSahaTchee oxBoW & riverlore cruiSe

Come with us to experience the historic meanders of the 
upriver Caloosahatchee on this 2.5-hour cruise guided by 
Rae Ann Wessel. Departs at 1 p.m. from the W.P. Franklin 
Lock & Dam Park off SR 80 in Olga.  Advance reservations 
and payment required.  $45 per person.  Space is limited, call 
472-2329.  The last cruise of the season will be on May 10 
(Mother’s Day).  Cruises will resume in November.
   
The ciTy ThaT alMoST WaSn’T and The SaniBel plan  

The City of Sanibel was the first in the country to adopt 
a comprehensive land use plan based on the island’s natu-
ral systems.  This program is the story of the City’s creation 
and the shaping of its future through the Sanibel Report. 
This work led in turn to the Sanibel Vision Statement and 
the Sanibel Plan.  It was no accident that this work yielded 
the preservation of the phenomenal and bountiful natural 
resources we all enjoy today. Wednesday, June 17 at 1:30 p.m.  
Cost of the program is $5 per adult, with members and children 
attending for free.  The City turned 40 in November 2014.
   

coyoTe and Bear TaleS

Coyotes and a Florida black bear have been documented 
on the island; the black bear was relocated to northern 
Florida.  Come and learn about the behaviors of these two 
new species.  Coyotes have now moved into every county 
in Florida.  Both human and bear populations are grow-
ing in Florida.  Eighty percent of a bear’s diet comes from 
insects and fruits.  Wednesday, May 20 at 10 a.m. in the 
SCCF auditorium. Cost of the program is $5 per adult, with 
members and children attending for free.
   

gaTor & crocodile TaleS

The biology of alligators and crocodiles is an ancient tale of 
survival.  Florida’s history of gators and humans is closely 
intertwined.  Learn about these living dinosaurs and what we 
must do to ensure our safety and their survival on the islands.  
Wednesday, May 6 and June 3 at 10 a.m.  Cost of the program 
is $5 per adult, with members and children attending for fr
   

hurricaneS!
Hurricane Charley roared in from the south, skirted the 
coast and made landfall over North Captiva Island, rushed 

through Captiva Pass, swept the northern end of Pine Island 
on Friday, 8/13/2004.  Following the warm water of Char-
lotte Harbor, it made landfall again over Punta Gorda.  Wild-
life, vegetation and human existence on these islands have al-
ways been shaped by tropical storms.  Each season, hundreds 
of supercomputers spew out spaghetti models, which have 
saved countless lives, but according to local emergency man-
agers, the projected cone can be wrong about 40% of the 
time.   Wednesday, June 24 at 1:30 p.m.  $5 for non-members; 
members and children 17 and under are free.  
   

living WiTh WildliFe in My naTive landScape

Come for a virtual tour  of SCCF Living & Landscaping for 
Wildlife Educator Dee Century’s 25 year old native plant 
landscape.  Dee’s native island landscape lived through salt 
water flooding from Hurricane Charley….the Lignum Vi-
tae bloomed soon after.  Screech owls and flycatchers nest 
there.  Migratory birds feed there.  Mangrove Cuckoos have 
been spotted.  Larval plants for backyard butterflies like the 
Zebra Longwing and the migratory Monarch are plentiful.  
Black Witch moths and other pollinators nectar on native 
wildflowers.  Approximately 50 native plants species have 
been planted in this home landscape.  Wednesday, June 10 
at 10 a.m. in the Nature Center auditorium.  Members and 
children 17 and under are free. Cost is $5 per adult, with 
members and children free.
   

oTTer TaleS

No one knows how many North American river otters live 
on Sanibel and Captiva.  Some say there are fewer since 
2004’s Hurricane Charley.  Come and learn about this 
large, aquatically adapted member of the weasel family.  
river otters are strong and graceful swimmers that capture 
the hears of all who see them.  Otter sightings have in-
creased recently on SCCF trails.  Tuesday, June 17 at 1:30 
p.m.  The cost of the program is $5 with SCCF members and 
children attending for free.
   

oWl TaleS

The nesting season for Great Horned, Barn, and Screech 
Owls of the islands has begun.  The Great Horned Owl 
does not make its own nest but uses one built by an os-
prey, hawk, or eagle.  The Screech and Barn Owls nest in 
tree cavities made by woodpeckers or nest boxes.  Will 
the Barn Owls use the nest box on the side of the Nature 
Center this year?  Island Screech owls are in the courting 
phase with males guarding territory and calling to females.  
Wednesday, May 13 at 10 a.m.  The cost of the program is $5 
with SCCF members and children attending for free.
   

SnoWy ploverS

Watch where you walk there are plovers on the beach 
and nesting is beginning.  SCCF has been monitoring 
and staking the nests of this shorebird on Sanibel beaches 
for 12 years.  Join SCCF biologists to learn about this 
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SCCF May-June 2015 Program Schedule

On Your Own at the Nature Center
BuTTerFly houSe

Learn about the life cycle of the Zebra Longwing, the state butterfly, on a self-guided tour of the Butterfly House.  
huMan uSeS oF Florida naTive planTS

Take a self-guided tour of our Ethnobotany garden.  Signs briefly explain how Florida native plants have been used 
for food, shelter, medicine and art by cultures past and present.   

Walking TrailS & oBServaTion ToWer

Explore our four miles of walking trails through Sanibel’s interior wetlands and climb our observation tower for a bird’s 
eye view of Sanibel’s ridges and swales.  Guided Trail Walks offered Tuesday - Friday at 11 a.m. through April 11.     

WildliFe exhiBiTS

As part of the Nature Center exhibits, there are a variety of “educational ambassadors” living in tanks.  Take a look 
at Indie the endangered Indigo snake, Jewel the Diamond Back Terrapin, Happy the Florida Snapping turtle, Salty 
the mangrove water snake, Lucky the Florida Softshell turtle plus baby box turtles and critters in the touch tank.

Sea turtle volunteers had a productive and fun-filled morning of stake painting on March 24. Thanks to the help of 11 
volunteers and Habitat Management Intern Brandt, we were able to paint ALL of the sea turtle nest stakes.  We're officially 
ready for sea turtle season...now we just need the turtles!       - Kelly Sloan

threatened species and what you can do to protect their 
small nesting populations.  Cost of program is $5 with 
SCCF members free.  Call 472-2329 for more informa-
tion.  Thursdays, May 7, June 4 and 18 at 1:30 p.m. in 
the Nature Center auditorium.  Cost is $5 per adult, with 
members and children free.
   

Tank Talk

The Nature Center has educational ambassadors living in 
tanks.  There is Indie the endangered Indigo snake, Jewel 
the Diamond Back Terrapin, Happy the Florida Snapping 
turtle, Salty the mangrove water snake, plus baby box tur-
tles and critters in the touch tank.  Take a guided tour to 
learn about these living ambassadors.  Tuesdays, May 5, and 
June 2, 16 and 30 at 10 a.m. in the Nature Center audito-
rium.  Cost is $5 per adult, with members and children free.
   

TideS, currenTS & Florida ShelF

Whether it is shelling, fishing, boating, birding or just 
enjoying the view of the water, tides and currents affect 

most of our lives daily.  Have you ever wondered why the 
islands sometimes have just one tide a day or why you can 
see sea grasses when the tide chart says it is high tide?  In 
the past few years more people have become aware of the 
Florida Shelf. Where is it and why is it important?  This is 
an introduction how water behaves as the earth spins, the 
moon orbits and the winds blow. Wednesday, June 10 at 
1:30 p.m. Members and children 17 and under are free. Cost 
is $5 per adult, with members and children free.   
   

TurTle TrackS

Sanibel Island had one of the first sea turtle monitoring 
programs in the country.  Learn about the life cycles and 
habits of the sea turtles and shorebirds that nest on our 
beaches, SCCF’s monitoring activities, and what we are 
doing to protect them.  Thursdays, May 14 and 28, and 
June 11 and 25 at 10 a.m.  Meet at the Nature Center.  Free 
to members and children, $5 for non-members.
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Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation
P.O. Box 839
Sanibel, FL  33957

Nature Center Hours:
Monday - Friday  8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. from October - May
 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. from June - September
     
Native Plant Nursery Hours:
Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Saturday  10 a.m. to 3 p.m. (December to April only)

SCCF Nature Center
3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road 

(1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road) / P.O. Box 839, Sanibel 33957    
SCCF Nature Center and Main Telephone:  

(239) 472-2329         Fax:  (239) 472-6421         www.sccf.org
   

Marine Laboratory:  (239) 395-4617     Native Plant Nursery:  (239) 472-1932
Wildlife Habitat Management:  (239) 472-3984

  •		Trails	&	Observation	Tower													•		Butterfly	House		
•		Education	Center	&	Touch	Tank

$5/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

•	 Environmental	Education	
•	 Land	Acquisition
•		Marine	Research
•		Natural	Resource	Policy
•	 Native	Plant	Nursery
•	 Sea	Turtle	Conservation
•	 Wildlife	Habitat	Management			

Ran Niehoff
Mary Ellen Pfeifer
Tom Price

Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road, P.O. Box 839, Sanibel, FL  33957  Tel. (239) 472-2329    www.sccf.org    

Linda Uhler - President
Ron Gibson- Vice President
Don Rice - Treasurer    

Gwenda Hiett-Clements - Secretary

Member Update Contributors

Erick Lindblad - Executive Director

Chris Lechowicz 
Erick Lindblad 
Eric Milbrandt
Karen Nelson

Dee Serage
Kelly Sloan

Rae Ann Wessel

Board of Trustees  2015
Chauncey Goss
Sandy Gross
Deborah La Gorce
John Morse

Doug Ryckman
Richard Shipley
Ed Wheeler, MD, FACR

Kristie Anders
Sarah Bridenbaugh

Cheryl Giattini

Visit our Nature Center 

Find the latest real-time water quality readings from 
our RECON sensors at www.recon.sccf.orgSCCF is dedicated to the conservation of 

coastal	habitats	and	aquatic	resources	
on Sanibel and Captiva and 

in the surrounding watershed through:
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