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The governing board of the South Florida Water Management District will discuss a 
controversial proposal to purchase land south of Lake Okeechobee from U.S. Sugar at its 
monthly board meeting next week. 

 

Although the agenda for the meeting has not been released, board member Jim Moran 
told members of the Water Resource Advisory Board this morning that the deal would be 

raised during a presentation about the obstacles the district faces in moving water south 
from the lake to the Everglades. The public will be allowed to comment after the 
presentation, Moran said. 

 

Supporters of the land deal say the district could use the 46,800 acres to store water, 
which would prevent harmful discharges of water from the lake into the St. Lucie Estuary 
and Caloosatchee River that are necessary when the lake levels become too high. 

 

At its board meeting last month several dozen environmental activists from the Sierra 
Club, Florida Wildlife Federation, Audubon Society, Everglades Foundation and Martin 
County Conservation Alliance begged the board to buy land and urged the district to put 
the land deal on its agenda for its March meeting. Moran explained to the crowd that the 
district faces many obstacles in moving water south of the lake, including: 

 

•Pumps, canals and other structures that water leaving the lake must pass through are 
not capable of moving large volumes of water from the lake to the Everglades. 

 

•The Endangered Species Act and other federal environmental regulations limit how 
much water can be moved south to protect migratory birds and prevent nests from being 
inundated. 

 

•Strict water regulation schedules set maximum limits on water depth in conservation 
areas. 

 

•The East Coast Protective Levee, which protects western neighborhoods in Palm Beach 

and Martin counties from flooding from the Everglades, could be compromised by higher 
water levels. 

 

•An agreement in a federal lawsuit prohibits the district from moving water with high 
levels of phosphorous south. Doing so would put the district in violation of the 
agreement. 



 

"It's not as simple as buying land and moving water south," Moran told the audience at 

last month's meeting. "To come in here and lecture us  just buy the land and move water 
south if it was that simple it would have been done already." 

 

Environmental groups, spearheaded by the Everglades Foundation, want the district to 
exercise an option to buy 46,800 acres of land south of Lake Okeechobee from U.S. 
Sugar at fair market value. They are pushing for the state to use some of the money it 

collects through passage of Amendment 1 last November to purchase the land, expected 
to cost about $500 million. 

The option expires in October. If the district wants the U.S. Sugar land after that, it 
would have to meet the conditions of another option, which would require the district to 
buy the 46,800 plus another 106,200 at fair market value. 


