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It’s been over five years
since I sold the Island Sand
Paper on Fort Myers Beach and
exited publishing to respect a
non-compete with the buyers of
my former island weekly.  While
that kept me from publishing the
news for the folks of SW Florida,
I’ve certainly kept my eye on the
horizon and my ear to the ground.
The only constant is change and
we’ve had our share here on the
western peninsula.

When something gets in
your blood it's hard to shake it
and delivering the news has been
in mine for over thirty five years -
almost twenty of them here in Lee
County.

This first edition of The
Sun Bay Paper starts a new
chapter in our community. We are
living in an era where a very high
number of people no longer trust
the media. There are many 
reasons for the mistrust – too
much political correctness- too

many special interests  - big
money or corporate controlled
media with defined agendas, 
consolidation of media sources,
particularly newspapers- too
much emphasis on the bottom
line and, perhaps the most dis-
turbing reason of all - acceptance
by readers of trite sound bites
and banal content that avoids the
mandates of good journalism.I’ve
long believed that printing real
news and hard opinion takes guts
because no matter how much we
say we want the truth there is an
element of lip service in our pro-
nouncement. Often we want the
truth that we believe but when all
the facts don’t line up according to
our preconceptions, we dismiss
those facts or discredit the
source. There is a degree of justi-
fication for the mistrust - years of
dumbing down and skewing the
facts through inaccurate “stud-
ies”, “ polls”, and “ statistics” has
left those seeking the truth in a

bind. Bottom line here is that
there are far too few independent
news sources.

Here at The Sun Bay
Paper we realize the world is not
what rose colored glasses would
make it appear. Kudos for jobs
well-done are great but a news-
paper that takes an unwavering
approach to the world that ig-
nores unpleasant facts or rele-
vant 
controversy is a newspaper that
cheats its readers.

Our greatest hope and 
aspirerations  here at The Sun
Bay Paper is to publish all the
facts and leave it to our readers 
to decide how those facts should
be viewed. Of course we believe
heavily in Editorial and opinion
and will have an open –forum pol-
icy for our readers to sound off
just like we like to sound off our-
selves. Your views are for all to
read.  We must reserve/exercise
some editing criteria but promise

upfront to be sensible, not cen-
sors.

Judging from the calls and
letters we received after our first
edition hit the streets last week,
we seem to have hit a responsive
nerve in the community. Our deliv-
ery route is over 75 miles long so
we are getting out there to serve
the communities we promised to
cover: Fort Myers Beach, South
Lee County, Estero, Bonita
Springs, Sanibel-Captiva and the
San Carlos McGregor corridor up
to the first Cape Coral Bridge. We
invite everyone to participate in
the paper and look forward to
serving you with pleasure. I have
an open-door policy and will listen
to anyone with legitimate con-
cerns or comments. We are inde-
pendent in many ways but in
other ways dependent on our
readers to keep us straight. Who
proofs the Sun Bay Paper - our
readers the moment it hits the
street. And we appreciate that.

A Note From Our Publisher

Editorial Page

Sun Bay Editorial
During a recent luncheon

hosted by the Tiger Bay Club at
the Harbourside Convention Cen-
ter in downtown Fort Myers,
County Manager Roger Desjarlais
presented a two-year report on the
state of Lee County government.

Not surprisingly, Mr. Desjar-
lais spoke highly of the Lee County
Commissioners he serves, and
suggested that "things began to
change" with the addition of Com-
missioners Cecil Pendergrass,
Larry Kiker and Brian Hamman to
the Board of County Commission-
ers. While Mr. Desjarlais stated his
view on how the voting majority of
the three new Commissioners
have purportedly made the County
better, readers of the Sun Bay
Paper have suggested a far differ-
ent story of what has really been
going on in Lee County Govern-
ment since November 2012.
In their very first hearing on the
2013/14 FY Budget, and shortly
before Commissioner Hamman
was appointed by Governor Scott
to replace Commissioner Tammy
Hall, Commissioners Kiker and
Pendergrass championed a raid
on the Conservation 2020 Trust
Fund to balance the County budget.

A similar back door strat-
egy used by the state Legislature
during the 2015 legislative session
to redirect Amendment 1 funds -
intended by over 75% of the voters
to acquire environmentally sensi-
tive lands - to balance the budget.
In fact, the Conservation 2020
program was raided again to set
the 2014/15 FY Budget and the
designated funds to maintain 2020
lands was absorbed in the
County's General Fund Budget.

The success of Conserva-
tion 2020 over the years is what
has contributed to setting Lee

County apart from other counties
and other regions of the world. Lee
County is unique and distinct be-
cause over nineteen years ago our
community realized the importance
of providing a balance between the
natural and built environment. The
investment under Conservation
2020 has provided protection of
critical drinking water supplies,
open space to sustain our quality
of life and strengthen the founda-
tion of our multibillion dollar
tourism and real estate industry
that relies on a clean and healthy
environment.
In what some perceive as an as-
sault on taxpayers, Commission-
ers Kiker, Pendergrass and
Hamman supported an 85% re-
duction in impact fees costing the
county and school board
precious funding (approximately
$40 million over two years) for
necessary infrastructure. Further-
more impact fees equals jobs as
the funds are used to pay the
labor workforce to build roads,
parks and schools. The Commis-
sion recently adjusted impact fees
by 45%, but falls woefully short of
money needed for critical infra-
structure to keep pace with popu-
lation growth and new
development. Reducing the impact
fee revenue stream shifts the fi-
nancial burden for critical infra-
structure onto the backs of
existing taxpayers. The argument
that a reduction in impact fees was
necessary to stimulate economic
growth is seen as baseless by
some. They would compare other
counties and municipalities that re-
frained from lowering impact fees
but still exhibited similar trends in
growth and development.

The same three Commis-
sioners, who are working so well

together, could also be viewed as
systematically undermining Lee
County's land use regulations as
evidenced by their support to sub-
stantially increase density on the
River Hall development in east Lee
County, revising the Pine Island
Plan that will result in greater den-
sity on an island with restricted
road capacity for hurricane evacu-
ation, and open up the environ-
mentally sensitive lands in
southeast Lee County, known as
the Density Reduction Groundwa-
ter Resource area, for greater den-
sity and intensity of development
jeopardizing public water supplies
and critical wildlife habitat.

Although, it is widely under-
stood that the state should have
used Amendment 1 funds to
purchase lands south of Lake
Okeechobee to store, treat and
convey water south to the Ever-
glades thereby, alleviating exces-
sive releases of polluted water that
is devastating the estuaries on the
west and east coast of south
Florida, Commissioners Kiker and
Hammam voted against the Lee
County resolution for the land pur-
chase. Their votes should not have
been a surprise given the gener-
ous campaign funding support
they have received from U.S.
Sugar Corporation.

For many years, Lee
County has benefited from experi-
enced department heads and a
strong staff. Rumbling are now
being aired that suggest a serious
threat to the stability of Lee County
government is at hand and that a
hostile work environment has re-
sulted in the exodus of valued
County employees.

Former Animal Services Di-
rector Donna Ward was terminated
due to her commitment to appro-

priate regulations and enforcement
of deplorable activities including
puppy mills and tethering. Adminis-
tration failed in providing Ms. Ward
with the support necessary to
counter the growing number of ani-
mal cruelty cases in this area.
Highly respected Department Di-
rectors such as Mary Gibbs and
Paul O'Conner, who were primarily
responsible in providing oversight
over growth and development in
Lee county, were unable to per-
form their professional services
with a majority of the Board and
County Manager capitulating to the
pressure of relaxing land use regu-
lations. County employees are no
longer empowered to carry out
their responsibilities but labor
under the shadow of a heavy
handed top down approach.
Furthermore, the majority on the
Board failed in their responsibility
to their constituents when they
gave up on the Community Sus-
tainability Plan, a three year Com-
munity-wide effort with established
measurable goals that brought
multiple parties together to
address social, economic and en-
vironmental issues. This lack of vi-
sion has now
caused additional valuable em-
ployees to leave and the few that
are left are afraid to
speak out as they saw what hap-
pened to those that are innovators.
Short sighted and ill advised public
policy pushed by the voting block
of the three new
commissioners coupled with a rigid
and dictatorial administration
leaves the County
vulnerable to unsustainable growth
and deterioration in our commu-
nity's quality of life.


