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Service dishonored 

Eighty percent of the registered voters in Lee County did not vote this past Tuesday. Any person in 

the U.S. armed forces, police or fire department that puts his or her life on the line for those 

pinheads is a fool. 

 

John Ward,  

Fort Myers 

 

Judah never for sale 

I moved to Cape Coral in 1988, the same year that Ray Judah took office, so he was the only 

commissioner I knew, in that seat, in all these years. I am proud to say that he has provided the 

very best representation for which a constituent could ask; only the most honest, hardworking, 

caring, “real” person could ever last 24 years on the county commission. 

 

Mr. Judah was never for sale. Unfortunately, the person who has unseated him sold himself just to 

get the seat. I expected much better from him. 
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I am sad, not so much for Mr. Judah, as I am for me, Cape Coral and Lee County. Judah worked so 

consistently to protect our environment and ergo our current and future existence on this planet. 

He bucked the sugar growers, not to hurt them, but to save our water resources. 

 

A political action committee, in turn, opposed Judah with half a million dollars for ads containing 

imaginary faults and untrue attacks. After 24 years in office, they couldn’t find one negative true 

action to put in their nasty ads. 

 

What sickens me the most is that voters bought into the negativity and lies. What hurts is that 

uneducated voters, easily swayed by lies in negative campaigns, are now controlling some of our 

elections, and therefore, our future. 

 

Thank you, Mr. Judah, for your 24 years of service to Lee County, and God bless! 

 

Alex LePera,  

Cape Coral 

 

Tickets for charity 

Now that Commissioner Judah is being replaced maybe we can get control of the ball game tickets 

and have them go to the community organizations they were intended for. It would be wonderful to 

see the kids in the Big Brothers Big Sisters organization as recipients along with their sponsors. I 

would rely on Karen Hawes, as Lee County manager, to come up with similar appropriate recipients 

unlike what was done on in the past. 

 

Victor A. Smith, 

Punta Gorda 

 

Professional official 

Major League Baseball has it all wrong. With no spending limits the Yankees and the Red Sox can 

steal players from Minnesota and Milwaukee because they can pay them more. 

The NFL, on the other hand, has a spending limit and revenue sharing that allows poorer teams to 

quickly rise to the top. In other words, the almighty dollar doesn’t always dominate. 

Not so in politics. Ray Judah may have lost in any scenario, but to get hammered and grossly 

outspent by PAC money is a sad indictment on our society. 

Ray fought for water quality for Lee County. He fought U.S. Sugar all the way because of their 

obscene discharges into the river to preserve their profits. Remember this the next time you see 

that green algae flow down the Caloosahatchee and spread red tide into Estero Bay. Unfortunately, 

Ray didn’t measure up to the conservative standards of tea party members. Ray Judah fought for 

all the people of Lee County. 

For this and many other reasons I personally say “Thank You” Ray Judah for being the professional 

you have always been. We will miss you. 

Gerald Curcuru, 

Fort Myers 

 

No more subsidies 

Ray Judah lost on his record. When the commissioners mull over his demise, they should think 

“JetBlue Park” and “Red Sox” and give careful consideration before they spend taxpayer money for 

private businesses. 

 

Bob Maher, 

Cape Coral 

 

Humble experience 



On Aug. 14, I was narrowly defeated by a 14-year incumbent judge in the Group 9 Circuit Court 

election. Without any media endorsement and minimal financial support, I managed to win nearly 

49 percent of the total votes in five counties, and close to 64,000 individual votes. 

I am very humbled by this experience and the fact that so many people were aware enough of the 

issues to cast their support and faith in my direction. 

Although I lost the election, I will continue to do my job as an attorney in a respectful, 

compassionate and caring fashion, maintaining the constitutional premise that everyone is entitled 

to his or her day in court, and all are innocent until proven guilty. 

I will continue to fight for the rights of the individual and pursue justice for everyone who is 

confronted with our judicial process. 

 

For those who supported and voted for me, thank you all so very much, I am truly honored. 

 

For the news media that did not endorse me, 64,000 people disagreed with you, and that says it 

all. 

 

As for the individuals that sent threats to my mail, stole my signs and did other despicable things 

that I won’t go into, that is not the way to engage in supporting your candidate. 

 

Karen Elizabeth Miller, 

Fort Myers 

 

 

Educated voter 

As the campaign treasurer for Cathleen Morgan’s school board campaign, I wish to thank all of the 

citizens that voted for the reasonable voice of Cathleen Morgan for the Lee County School Board 

position vacated by Jane Kuckel. I also wish to thank those voters that contributed to Mrs. 

Morgan’s campaign and note that even though she was outspent by a 2 to 1 margin, the electorate 

was educated and realized that Mrs. Morgan would be the best choice for the students of Lee 

County. 

 

Charles Abels Massie, 

Fort Myers 


