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Dear friends and colleagues,

We are excited to invite you to join us in Mobile, Alabama for this year’s River Rally. Every year, we 
work hard to put together a program that delivers rich content, engaging speakers, and great field 
trips in an open and supportive atmosphere conducive to connecting with old colleagues and 
making new friends. 

This year’s program is particularly special. We begin on Friday (May 20) with an Earth honoring 
ceremony and opening reception and close with the River Heroes Banquet and live music on 
Monday night (May 23). In between, you’ll be kept busy with over 80 learning opportunities 
including plenaries designed to challenge your thinking, field trips to experience the unexpected at 
local rivers and swamps, movies that take you on a journey, and even a fun run in honor of World 
Fish Migration Day.  We promise you that this year’s Rally will be worth the trip.

For those of you who don’t know much about Mobile, or wonder why River Rally would be in such 
a hard place to get to, keep in mind that the Mobile River Basin, and Alabama generally, is a global 
hotspot for freshwater biodiversity. There is no other place with as many species of freshwater fish, 
mussels, snails, turtles and crawfish. It is our Amazon. To have the opportunity to explore this place 
first-hand is the chance of a lifetime.

And of course, this is also a place deeply threatened by complacency, habitat destruction, lax 
enforcement of environmental regulations, and extreme issues of social injustice. We can’t imagine 
a better location to dig deep into the themes of this year’s conference: science for advocates, ample 
water solutions and innovations, strong leaders/strong organizations, clean water solutions and 
innovations, and diversity and our future. We hope you agree.  

For those of you who have been to River Rally before, you don’t want to miss this one. For those 
of you who have never attended a River Rally, welcome aboard. This is the place to connect with 
people from across the country (and around the world) who care about rivers – conservationists, 
advocates, scientists, lawyers, philanthropists and fundraisers, business leaders, volunteers, and 
concerned citizens.  

Cheers!

Nicole Silk, President
River Network



2016 Agenda 
 at-a-glance*

FRIDAY, MAY 20TH
11:00am - 5:00pm Alabama Water Rally and Earth Honoring Ceremony
5:30pm - 8:00pm River Rally 2016 Welcoming Reception
SATURDAY, MAY 21ST
6:30am 5K Migratory Fish Run/Walk
8:00am - 9:30am Breakfast and Plenary Panel
10:00am - 11:30am Workshops
12:00pm - 1:30pm Lunch and Plenary Speaker
2:00pm - 3:30pm Workshops
4:00pm - 5:30pm Workshops
6:00pm Networking Dinner
8:30pm - 10:00pm Southern Exposure Film Screening
SUNDAY, MAY 22ND
7:00am Yoga in the Park
8:00am - 9:30am Breakfast
9:30am - 11:00am Workshops
11:45am - 6:00pm Field Trips
6:00pm - 8:00pm Food Truck Dinner in the Park
8:00pm - 10:30pm Open Mic and Talent Show
MONDAY, MAY 23RD
8:00am - 9:30am Breakfast and Plenary Panel
10:00am - 11:30am Workshops
12:00pm - 1:30pm Lunch and Plenary Panel
2:00pm - 3:30pm Workshops
4:00pm - 5:30pm Workshops
6:30pm - 8:30pm River Heroes Award Banquet
8:30pm  - ... Live Music and Celebration
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Get Updates
#RiverRally2016

facebook.com/TheRiverRally
twitter.com/rivernetwork
instagram: river_network

www.rivernetwork.org/stay-informed/

*Agenda items and scheduling subject to change



18th Annual Alabama Water Rally
and Earth Honoring Ceremony
Join us on Friday, May 20th for the Alabama Rivers 
Alliance’s 18th Annual Alabama Water Rally. This year’s 
event will be a special abbreviated one-day gathering 
featuring a river celebration awards luncheon, an update 
on statewide water policy work, and interactive breakout 
sessions.  The day will culminate with a special Earth 
Honoring Ceremony, in assistance with Center for Earth 
Ethics, you will not  want to miss.  All Alabama citizens 
and anyone interested in river protection “Bama style” 
are welcome to attend to help us kickoff a great weekend 
of learning, networking, and celebrating our 145,000+ 
miles of magnificent rivers and streams with the allies 
from around the country at the national River Rally.

River Hero Awards and Banquet
All too frequently, individuals and groups involved with natural resource conservation fail to celebrate their 
hard-won successes. Too often, important victories are allowed to be overshadowed by the next issue or threat. 
Challenges always lie ahead, but we need to take time to celebrate our achievements and the people who make 
them possible. 

Each year, on the final evening of River Rally, we honor the heroes among us. This will be the time to stop 
working and start acknowledging the successes we are achieving! Nominate your River Hero by the February 
5, 2016 deadline. More information available on our website: https://www.rivernetwork.org/events-learning/
awards/river-heroes/.

2016 HIGHLIGHTS
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Diversity and Inclusiveness – Transforming Ourselves and Our Work
Our work to protect and restore rivers and other waters that sustain all life exists within the context of a 
society that is increasingly diverse. To remain socially relevant, our organizations and our movement should 
reflect the diversity of society as a whole. But we have yet to make that transformation, jeopardizing our 
connection to future generations and narrowing our social relevance in the meantime. What can we do to 
embed this change in our individual and collective evolution? What practical steps can we take today to 
start this journey?

Speakers: Catherine Flowers, Alabama Center for Rural Enterprise
  Alberto Rodriguez, Duwamish River Cleanup Coalition
  Cherri Foytlin, Louisiana Activist and Native American
  Benita Best-Wong, Director, Office of Wetlands, Oceans   
  and Watersheds, Office of Water, USEPA
Moderator: Natilee McGruder, McGruder Solutions

Biodiversity, the Southeast, and the Future
The Southeastern United States has extraordinary biodiversity. In the freshwater arena, 
this region has been equated to the Amazon and other global hotspots. What makes this region so special, 
what should we do to protect this treasure, and how can we build a sustainable future where the rivers and 
communities in this region remain healthy and thriving for future generations?

Speaker: Dr. Scot Duncan, Author of  Southern Wonder: Alabama’s Surprising Biodiversity

Corporate Partners for Good – Growing Our Impact
To move to a brighter future for our rivers, we need deeper societal engagement in water. Corporations and 
the for-profit sector will need to be part of this change. How do companies become interested in investing 
in social engagement, restoration projects and corporate philanthropy more generally? What evolution do 
some need to go through to become engaged partners? What can you do to build trust-based relationships?

Speakers: Jon Radtke, Coca-Cola Company
  Jeet Radia, McWane, Inc.
Moderator:  Greer Tidwell, Bridgestone, River Network Board Member

Climate Resilience, Environmental Justice, 
and the River Community
Climate change is transforming society’s relationship to rivers, floodplains, wetlands and 
freshwater.Climate shocks and stresses, such as fast-moving floods and slow-moving 
droughts, impact low-income communities and vulnerable populations disproportionately. 
Tapping the adaptive value of healthy rivers and water-related green infrastructure 
can help communities prepare for climate impacts and enhance long-term ecological, 
economic, and social resilience, especially among poor and disenfranchised groups.   

Speakers: Lois DeBacker, The Kresge Foundation
  Charles Allen, Lower 9th Ward Center for Sustainable Engagement & Development
Moderator:  Rebecca Wodder, Center for Humans and Nature, River Network Board Vice Chair
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Workshops 
Monitoring for Measurable Results
Results, concentrations, number of stations or 
river miles monitored are not measurable results 
and don’t impact protection or restoration 
by themselves.  Learn what is missing in your 
monitoring program in order to create tangible 
measurable results that make quantifiable 
outcomes, great storytelling and impact fund 
raising. Barb Horn, Colorado Parks and Wildlife

Clean Water Act 101
A basic overview of the Clean Water Act, 
including water quality standards, NPDES 
permit, and enforcement. This workshop will 
focus on a basic understanding of the Clean 
Water Act’s legal  requirements and how to 
use the Clean Water Act to achieve clean 
water goals. Gayle Killam, River Network

Citizen Review and Enforcement 
of Wetland Mitigation
This session covers the basics of state and federal 
permits to fill and otherwise alter wetlands and 
streams, including mitigation requirements.  It will 
also examine investigation of permit compliance 
and how to enforce failed mitigation requirements, 
including through Citizen Suits under the federal 
Clean Water Act.  Real cases will be used to show 
how this works, what it looks like, and how to have 
fun while protecting the environment. Barry Sulkin, 
Public Employes for Environmental Responsibility

Unique Partnerships for Stronger 
Public Engagement 
All are welcome to a discussion on two approaches 
to creating unique partnerships for change: social 
science with outreach models. This session will 
provide takeaways for qualitative research to 
understand your community and review campaign 
models to empower citizens for public engagement.
Charlene Bohanon, Galveston Bay Foundation;  Maria 
Brodine, Groundwork New Orleans; Shanita Brown, 
Alliance for the Bay

Building Multicultural Competency: 
It Starts With You
This workshop will provide a safe space to listen and 
respond to the experiences of communities of color 
that prevent their full participation in environmental 
work. Led by members of the Urban Waters Learning 
Network, participatory exercises can be used in 
community watershed work. Ann-Marie Mitroff, 
Groundwork USA; Daryl Haddock, West Atlanta 
Watershed Alliance; Dominique Skinner, Groundwork 
Anacostia DC; Sara Peel, Wabash River

Mobilize the Grassroots through 
Field and Online Organizing
Learn the basics of grassroots organizing, from 
crafting a strategic message to developing a field 
plan that will mobilize the public and influence 
decision makers.  Learn how to use online petitions 
to apply these principles and increase online 
support, grow your membership, and make change.
Aaron Viles, Care2; Kimberly Williams, Clean Water 
Network; Cindy Lowry, Alabama Rivers Alliance

Scaling Up Green Stormwater 
Infrastructure Implementation
Communities around the nation have been 
experimenting with the use of green stormwater 
infrastructure- rain gardens, cisterns, permeable 
pavement, etc. - for decades. This workshop will 
engage participants in their role to support adoption 
of plans and practices at all scales to achieve 
multiple community benefits. Peter Raabe, American 
Rivers; Christine McKay, USEPA

Getting Ample Water From Water Effieciency
Are you in a water scarce community?  Or a 
community that needs expanded infrastructure?  
Come learn how water efficiency strategies can be 
the answer to your community’s needs and your 
watershed’s health. Mary Ann Dickinson, Alliance for 
Water Effieciency; Bill Christiansen, Alliance for Water 
Efficiency

SATURDAY
May 21, 2016
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Catalyze Restoration with Open 
Source Technologies
Open source technologies provide innovative 
ways to catalyze restoration in the environmental 
movement.  Join our workshop to learn how your 
organization can leverage existing open source 
platforms and deploy successful software intensive 
projects. John Dawes, Chesapeake Commons

Restore the Flow
Every river has its own unique water balance. When 
we pull too much water from these systems, the 
results can be catastrophic both for nature and 
economic activities. This workshop will explore this 
topic and provide an overview of water budgets and 
environmental flows as a basis for protecting and 
restoring water in rivers. Brian Richter, The Nature 
Conservancy; David Yardas, National Fish and Wildlife 
Foundation; Emily Powell, The Nature Conservancy

Keep it Flowing: Building Flow Policies that Work
This three hour workshop will share the experiences 
of advocates who work to keep flow in their rivers. 
Participants will learn from leaders in the field of 
flow science and policy and then work together to 
develop shared strategies for improving ecological 
flows in their states and watersheds.
Mitch Reid, Alabama Rivers Alliance; Grady McCallie, 
North Carolina Conservation Network; Tom Annear, 
Instream Flow Council; Dennis Riecke, Mississippi 
Department of Wildlife, Fisheries, and Parks; 
Katherine Baer, River Network

Strategic Conservation Planning for River Projects
Anyone working to improve freshwater systems 
will benefit from this session on the basics of 
conservation planning.  We will provide guidance 
on using the Open Standards for the Practice of 
Conservation and an opportunity to practice on 
case studies. Sara Gottlieb, The Nature Conservancy; 
George Schuler, The Nature Conservancy

Blueprint for a Dynamic Green World
Challenge yourself to shape a reality that is inclusive 
of others! Explore working definitions, learn best 
practices, gain a blueprint and develop strategies 
to create more dynamic organizations that 
complement our country’s shifting demographics.  
Natilee McGruder, McGruder Solutions; Adam 
Johnston, Alabama Rivers Alliance

Democratizing Water Quality Data and Tools
Double session on open-source watershed 
technology: iCreek, How to build a phone app that 
shows users the health of their stream, and lists 
practices and grants that can be pursued to improve 
it; and “the Riffle” an example of open-source, low-
cost, water meters being developed by the Public 
Lab. Jed Grubbs, Cumberland River Compact; Stevie 
Lewis, Public Lab; Don Blair, Public Lab

Collaborative and Innovative 
Approaches to Flood Recovery
Recent major floods in Colorado and South Carolina 
have spurred different approaches to flood recovery 
including development of stakeholder coalitions to 
guide and prioritize watershed restoration efforts as 
well as policy approaches to reduce future risk while 
improving river health. Jeff Crane, State of Colorado; 
Chris Stum, State of Colorado; KC McFerson, State of 
Colorado; Gerrit Jobsis, American Rivers

Growing Your River Organization 101
You want to grow your organization ... but what 
are reasonable expectations, and which things 
should you do first?  For 10 years, River Network 
has surveyed organizations on their growth and 
the best practices that lead to it.  The survey 
data provides guidelines and corroborates 
the best practices behind it.  You’ll choose  
guidelines for your own organization, and also 
try out River Network’s new self-assessment 
of organizational health. Baird Straughan, 
LeadGreen; Mary Ellen Olcese, River Network

How to Transform Harmful Road Projects
Who should attend: attorneys and policy advocates 
– anyone that needs to defend against atrocious 
transportation proposals that will ruin beautiful 
waterways and other natural places. Learn how to 
use multiple legal and policy strategies to defend 
against road and bridge proposals that threaten our 
lakes and rivers. Stacy Meyers, Openlands
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Snorkeling and Paddling: Gateways 
to Connecting to Rivers
Establish powerful connections between people 
and rivers – get them on the water! Learn how to 
establish a river snorkeling program to open up 
the unexpected and amazing world of rivers to 
participants, and hear how RiverKids 4-H is teaching 
young Alabamians to paddle safely and become 
river stewards. Jim Felder, Alabama Scenic River Trail; 
Keith Williams, NorthBay Adventure

Dead Zone, Algae, Dead Fish:  
What to Do About N & P
Using the Mississippi River Basin as a case study, 
participants will learn about current progress 
towards addressing nitrogen and phosphorus 
pollution, and potential ways to move forward to 
stop Dead Zones and Harmful Algae Blooms. Matt 
Rota, Gulf Restoration Network

Behavior Change and Social Marketing 
Maneuvers, Magic, and Mastery
Ever wonder how to create a public education 
and engagement program that brings about real, 
measurable behavior change? How about a program 
where others pay you for the right to promote your 
messages? Join us for an interactive session aimed 
at learning the magic of behavior change, social 
marketing, and lucrative partnerships. Meghan Kelly, 
Green Motivate; Jill Hoffmann, White River Alliance; 
Lyn Crighton, Tippecanoe Watershed Foundation

The Wastewater Challenge
Participants will learn about the raw sewage 
problem in rural America, how it intersects with 
poverty and climate change, as well as potential 
solutions. Catherine Flowers, Alabama Center for 
Rural Enterprise

Monitoring Strategies for 
Underserved Communities
This workshop will discuss results-based monitoring 
strategies that give a voice to the environmental 
and health concerns of members in underserved 
communities. Drawing on experiences in the Proctor 
Creek Watershed in Atlanta, Georgia, this will be 
an opportunity for volunteers, staff members, or 
board members from any organization who seek to 
develop strategies that address community needs. 
Daryl Haddock, West Atlanta Watershed Alliance; Hye 
Yeong Kwon, Cernter for Watershed Protection

Navigating through Leadership Transition
Looking to smooth the bumps in the road to 
leadership transition? Join this session for practical 
tips from a longtime river conservationist who 
planned her organization’s successful transition. 
Expect an interactive workshop focused on helping 
you anticipate, plan for and embrace change. Sally 
Bethea, Retired from Chattahoochee Riverkeeper

Creating Sources of Unrestricted Revenue
Finding sources of unrestricted income can be the 
difference between success and failure for many 
small organizations.  We’ll give you the tools, 
expertise and the coaching you’ll need to evaluate 
your ideas – ideas that can help create a new and 
unrestricted revenue source for your organization.   
Kurt Thompson, Institute for Conservation Leadership

Trends in Hydropower Policy and Development: 
Challenges Coming to a River Near You
A new vision for hydropower development will be 
released during the summer of 2016. The purpose 
of this session is to share information about the 
initiatives and identify tools and techniques for 
river managers and recreation planners to manage 
rivers, effectively engage, and mitigate the impact of 
new hydropower development. Joan Harn, National 
Parks Service; John Seebach, American Rivers

Net Blue: Supporting Water-
Neutral Community Growth
Alliance for Water Efficiency, River Network and 
Environmental Law Institute are developing 
a model ordinance communities can tailor to 
create a water demand offset approach that 
meets their needs.  Attendees will learn about the 
model ordinance and potential implementation 
strategies. Gayle Killam, River Network; Adam 
Schempp, Environmental Law Institute; Mary 
Ann Dickinson, Alliance for Water Efficiency

Please note that the workshop 
schedule is tentative and 

subject to change.
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Workshops SUNDAY
May 22, 2016

Interactive Sea Level Rise Tools
This is an interactive workshop open to everyone to 
help engage and educate about sea level rise (SLR) 
decision-support tools which have been developed 
to help stakeholders understand and prepare for 
the local effects of rising seas. Mark Berte, Alabama 
Coastal Foundation; Mike Shelton, Coastal Training 
Program Coordinator

Community-Based Leadership in Resilience
The intent of this workshop is to share with 
attendees about the background, programming and 
overall successes of a environmental community-
based non-profit located in the Lower 9th ward of 
New Orleans. Additionally, the intent is to share the 
overall philosophy, which undergirds the purpose, 
mission and activities of the center. Arthur Johnson, 
Lower 9th Ward Center for Sustainable Engagement 
& Development; Charles E. Allen, III, Lower 9th Ward 
Center for Sustainable Engagement & Development

Double Your Volunteer Support
Volunteer programs can improve your outreach, your 
programs, and your fundraising - but most don’t.  
The Huron River Watershed Council restructured its 
volunteering and increased program effectiveness, 
donations, and internal leadership.  Learn their 
approach and try it on your own program.
Baird Straughan, LeadGreen

How to Reach the Unreachable
The traditional marketing tools in your toolbox may 
not be the best option to truly reach your diverse 
demographic. When your target audience prefers to 
NOT be targeted, how do you reach them and make 
them aware of the issues that affect them? In this 
workshop, we will determine your audience and 
discuss various ways to introduce important topics 
to them. Justinn Overton, Coosa Riverkeeper; Kelly 
Marshall, Alabama Rivers Alliance

Blue and Brown: Diversity, 
Brownfields, and Water
The correlation between water and brownfield sites 
might seem obvious, but have you considered ways 
of leveraging urban waters dollars and brownfields 
funding to re-unite and engage communities on 
their waterways? When trying to ensure that your 
work engages diverse populations, consider the 
relationship between water and brownfields.
Tangier Barnes, Grounwork USA; Kate O’Brien, 
Groundwork USA; Wendy Jackson, Freshwater Land 
Trust; Dennis Chestnut, Groundwork Anacostia

Advanced Social Media Use: Rally More Advocates
If you already use social to leverage community 
building and advocacy, join us for our intermediate-
advanced session to take your skills to the next 
level. We’ll cover targeted strategies, metrics, online 
organizing and advertising. James Saracini, GRACE 
Communications Foundation; Belinda Griswold, 
Resource Media

Focus on Urban Retrofits: Two Case Studies
Cumberland River Compact (TN) will present their 
creative stormwater retrofit project that improves 
water quality, solves legacy stormwater problems, 
improves the infill footprint, and builds partnerships 
for green infrastructure. The District of Columbia’s 
Department of Energy and Environment will present 
their RiverSmart Homes incentive program that 
assists with the financing of residential green 
infrastructure retrofit projects. Kevin Jeffrey, District 
of Columbia Department of Energy & Environment; 
Gwen Griffith, Cumberland River Compact

Clean Water Rule: What it Means 
in Your Watershed
With all of the legal limbo, what’s the current 
scope of the Clean Water Act? Come learn 
what changes have resulted from EPA’s Clean 
Water Rule, where they apply, and how 
you can track and implement them in your 
watershed. Jan Goldman Carter, National Wildlife 
Federation; Katherine Baer, River Network
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Tackling Existing Unpermitted 
Sources of Urban Stormwater
Stormwater runoff from the existing built 
environment is a major cause of impairments in 
urban waterways. In this workshop, learn about 
ongoing efforts to use a Clean Water Act tool, 
residual designation authority (RDA), to secure 
pollution reduction requirements for these sources 
and how it can be applied in urbanized watersheds 
around the country. Rebecca Hammer, Natural 
Resources Defense Council; Rachel Conn, Amigos 
Bravos

Community-Based Approaches 
to River Monitoring
River advocacy and protection starts with 
scientifically valid data and an engaged 
citizenry. This workshop will present Global 
Water Watch’s model of operation, with global 
case studies, success stories, and discussions 
about partnerships with Waterkeepers and other 
groups. William Deutsch, Global Water Watch; 
Segio Ruiz-Cordoba, Global Water Watch; Miriam 
Guadalupe Ramos Escobedo, Global Water Watch 
Mexico, A.C.; Mona Dominguez, Alabama Water 
Watch and 4-H Youth Education Programs

•	 Three-Mile Creek Canoe Trip

•	 Historic Africa Town Visit

•	 Dog River Litter Trap Tour + Splinter 
Hill Bog Preserve

•	 Morrison Springs Snorkeling 
Adventure

•	 Boat Tour of the Mobile-Tensaw 
River Delta  + Mobile  Harbor Tour

On Sunday afternoon, we’ll put away our pens and papers, laptops and phones, and 
head out to explore our beautiful host location. Don’t forget to sign up for one of 
these field trips when you register - spaces are limited and book up quickly.

FIELD TRIPS
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•	 Champion Cypress Kayak Adventure

•	 Wildlife Kayak Tour in the Mobile-
Tensaw Delta +  Mobile Harbor Tour

•	 USS Alabama Battleship + Memorial 
Park 

•	 Iconic Bellingrath Gardens and 
Home Tour

•	 Sugar Sand Beaches of Gulf Shores

Photo credit: Mobile Bay National Estuary Program,  
The Nature Conservancy, Joe Womack



Workshops MONDAY
May 23, 2016

Clean Water Act Enforcement by Citizen Groups
Come to this session to learn about how to stop 
polluters and state agencies from violating permits or 
issuing illegal permits. Attendees will learn basics of 
the law and practical considerations for working with 
lawyers and experts. Albert Ettinger, Attorney

A Tale of Two Cities, Three Rivers, and 
a Bay...The Best and Worst of Water 
Management in the ACF Basin
Water manager and advocates looking for a look at 
options for reaching (or not reaching) sustainable 
water management in a Southeastern tri-state 
watershed. This workshop will provide a review 
and analysis of four approaches to resolution 
thru collaboration, litigation, and legislation. 
Dan Tonsmeire, Apalachicola Riverkeeper; Juliet Cohen, 
Chattahoochee Riverkeeper; Gordon Rogers, Flint 
Riverkeeper; Mitch Reid, Alabama Rivers Alliance

Growing Capacity with Corporate Partnerships
Catered from and to the small nonprofit, this 
workshop applies to any nonprofit trying to solve 
a watershed’s worth of problems. As funding 
landscapes change, corporate sponsorship is 
shouldering a greater and greater weight of the work.
Trey Sherard, Anacostia Riverkeeper; Mary Ellen Olcese, 
River Network

Source Water Protection: Solutions and Innovations 
for Clean Water
Government, water utilities, non-governmental 
organizations, emergency response personnel, & 
the public are invited to explore strategies, tools 
& resources for assessing and protecting drinking 
water sources. Participate in interactive source water 
protection planning scenarios and gain valuable 
insight into establishing effective partnerships, 
integrating federal water laws, and much more.
Lynn Thorp, Clean Water Action/Clean Water Fund; 
Karen Wirth, USEPA; William James, USEPA

Green Infrastructure Training and Development of a 
Green Infrastructure Credential
This workshop will focus on lessons learned 
implementing a GI training program for a youth 
conservation corps as well as the development of a 
GI credential.  Participants will be asked to provide 
feedback on the curriculum and discuss the challenges 
and opportunities of a GI credential. Amy Samuels, 
Onondaga Environmental Institute; Brian Siepp, Center 
for Watershed Protection

Holistic Urban River Conservation Efforts
Learn how an environmental group has been working 
with the communities affected by the Duwamish River 
Superfund Site to address the historical and ongoing 
pollution of Seattle’s only river, while promoting 
community revitalization, job training, tree canopy 
enhancement, cultural preservation, business vitality, 
and more.  Alberto Rodriguez, Duwamish Cleanup 
Coalition/Technical Advisory Group

Access USGS Water Data On-Line
The workshop will feature a short introduction 
to information available from the National Water 
Information System Web (NWISWeb); from BioData, 
the USGS Aquatic Bioassessment Database, and from 
the USGS Publications Warehouse and USGS Electronic 
Library System. Donna Meyers, USGS; Athena Clark, 
USGS; Rick Treece, USGS

Market Driven Solutions to Environmental Flows
This workshop highlights innovative tools to deliver 
water for habitat when and where it’s needed most.  
Participants will learn  how voluntary, short-term 
investments can generate long-term benefits for 
nature and people across many geographies.
Amy Campbell, The Nature Conservancy; Paul Spraycar, 
The Nature Conservancy; Amanada Cronin, Washington 
Water Trust
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Water Trails: Pascagoula River Blueway and Beyond!
National Park Service’s Rivers, Trails & Conservation 
Assistance Program can help you bring partners 
together to collaboratively create water trails that 
promote greater awareness, appreciation and access 
to a river near you.  Join us and learn more! 
Liz Smith-Incer, Mississippi Field Office - NPS Rivers, 
Trails & Conservation Assistance Program

Restoring Waters: A Vision for Focused Results! 
EPA and state staff will discuss current efforts to 
implement the CWA 303(d) Program Vision for 
watershed restoration and protection. Please join 
us for a lively conversation: help shape program 
efforts, have your questions answered, and identify 
ways to improve future communication. Adam 
Schempp, Environmental Law Institute;  Amy Feingold, 
US EPA Region IV; Julie Epsy, Florida Department 
of Environmental Protection; Jeff Berckes, Iowa 
Department of Natural Resources

Major Gift Fundraising for the Faint of Heart
This workshop is a no-nonsense, down-to-Earth, 
nuts and bolts primer on major gift fundraising – 
identifying, cultivating, soliciting, and thanking the 
donors who give you a lot of money. We’ll learn WHY, 
HOW, and WHO, and we’ll even practice a little, too.
David Allen, Development for Conservation

Building Long-Term Corporate Partnerships through 
Cleanups and On-the-Ground Projects
River cleanups are great opportunities to build 
relationships with companies in your watershed 
that can evolve into long-term partnerships for the 
benefit of all. Learn what you can do before, during 
and following a river cleanup so you can have a 
successful event, maintain positive relationships with 
your partners and make future cleanups even more 
successful. Debra Hamlin, Bridgestone; Dick Gust; 
Liberty Tire Recycling; Shana Ruffus, Anheuser-Busch; 
Ava Slotnick, Partners for Clean Streams

Healthy Flows: Georgia’s Flint River
This session will detail work by American Rivers and 
Flint Riverkeeper, across the spectrum of advocacy and 
collaboration, on restoring healthy flows in Georgia’s 
over-allocated Flint River. The session will highlight our 
work with stakeholders such as farmers and municipal 
water utilities. Ben Emanuel, American Rivers; Gordon 
Rogers, Flint Riverkeeper

Building the Board You Need
Development of board leadership is one of the most 
important tasks needed to build and maintain a strong 
nonprofit organization.  Do you have the process 
and structures in place to find, grow and engage 
the leadership within your board?  Francisco (Paco) 
Ollervides, River Network

Confronting Exclusion – Ourselves in the Picture!
This workshop explores how difference is embedded in 
our systems. We will develop an understanding of the 
“’isms” (racism, etc.) and the impact on an individual 
and societal level.  We will discuss tools for addressing 
racism in our environmental movement, organizations, 
and personal lives and even in the workplace. Lisa Hari, 
Consultant; Baljit Wadwha, Global Environment Facility

Los Angeles Basin: Emerald Necklace Initiative 
Emerald Necklace projects revitalize natural river 
corridors and restore blighted lands to transform 
neighborhoods, and balance LA’s grey infrastructure 
with green. We will share lessons from our work in 
the Basin empowering diverse populations to build 
safe, sustainable communities through river parkway 
development. Claire Robinson, Amigos de los Rios

Rainfall to Results: the Future of Stormwater
This workshop will discuss the Water Environment 
Federation (WEF) “Rainfall to Results: The Future of 
Stormwater” report and outcomes, seek participant 
feedback regarding recommended implementation 
actions and potential gaps, and explore the potential 
to develop collaborative partnerships that will 
ultimately increase water quality protection and 
restoration. Chris French, Water Environment Federation

Leading in a Network or Coalition
This workshop, based on ICL’s publication, “The Less 
Visible Leader,” will provide staff, board members, and 
volunteers with a framework for improving results in 
a network or coalition. Using individual and group 
exercises, workshop participants will identify strategies 
for being a more effective leader when engaging 
diverse partners in collaborative processes. Sarah 
Clark, Institue for Conservation Leadership
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Reigniting Citizen-Monitoring Programs through 
Partnerships and Technology
Mobile Baykeeper’s Strategic Watershed Awareness 
and Monitoring Program (SWAMP) is an education and 
monitoring program to broaden the understanding 
of watersheds, water quality and how citizens impact 
the two. Through diverse partnerships we are able 
to increase our reach and connect with students, 
community groups and the public living in the 
watershed. Jason Kudulis, Mobile Baykeeper; Cade 
Kistler, Mobile Baykeeper

R for Statistics – Startup, Tools, and Tricks
This session is a hands-on computer session 
that will introduce newcomers and novices to 
R. User-interface platforms, common water 
analysis methods, and favorite packages will be 
demonstrated and small exercises performed. Also 
learn how R can help you build web-data dashboards. 
Adam Griggs, River Network

Connecting Companies and NGOs 
through Restoration
This session will focus on emerging opportunities 
to increase corporate support for local NGOs 
and watershed restoration projects.  Watershed 
organizations interested in understanding current 
corporate trends and brainstorming ways to increase 
corporate engagement should consider attending. 
Todd Reeve, Bonneville Environmental Foundation; Jon 
Radtke, Coca-Cola Company

Convincing Your City: Manage Stormwater in 
Streets & Alleys
Streets and alleys offer untapped opportunities to 
reduce stormwater runoff while creating habitat 
corridors and activating unused pedestrian zones. 
Presenters will explain a strategy for analyzing the 
amount of polluted stormwater that runs off the 
road system (including alleys) and the potential for 
capturing it in place. Mekayle Houghton, Cumberland 
River Compact; Gayle Killam, River Network; 

How to Build a Rain Barrel Program
This soup-to nuts-workshop will give you the practical 
knowledge and hands-on training needed to create a 
sustainable rain barrel program for awareness building 
and fundraising in your community. How to find grant 
opportunities and measure water quantity benefits 
with proven environmental metrics on water savings 
will be shared. Rena Ann Stricker, Coca-Cola Company; 
Daryl Haddock, West Atlanta Watershed Association; Jon 
Radtke, Coca-Cola Company; Lexi Meek, River Network

Agriculture for Clean Water: Federal Policy Update
Federal agriculture policy plays a critical role in 
sustaining and improving the health of our rivers and 
watersheds. We’ll dig into policies and programs that 
support working lands conservation and provide on 
the ground examples of how farmers are improving 
shared water resources. Alyssa Charney, National 
Sustainable Agriculture Coalition; Jayme Oates, 
Farmscape Solutions

Protect Your Watershed from Toxic Coal Ash
Do you have a coal-burning power plant polluting 
your watershed? If so, this workshop is for you.  
Participants in this workshop will learn about new 
national regulatory tools available to better protect 
their watersheds from coal ash waste and power plant 
wastewater pollution. Jennifer Peters, Clean Water 
Action; Pete Harrison, Waterkeeper Alliance

Diversify Your River through Arts and Culture
How can your local river become accessible to 
everyone in your hometown? We will explore ways 
that art and culture can build new appetite for your 
local river and transform physical and perceptual 
boundaries. The workshop is open to anyone 
interested in building creative and diverse community 
around rivers. Alie Vidich, INVISIBLE RIVER

Communicating Science Effectively
If you want to influence decisions and policymaking, 
you need to learn the art of storytelling; to capture 
the key messages from scientific research and make 
the data compelling. Participants can expect to learn 
principles of effective science communication as well 
as hands-on tools to use to communicate their science.
William Dennison, University of Maryland Center for 
Environmental Science; Heath Kelsey, University of 
Maryland Center for Environmental Science

Follow the Money: Tracking Your 
Organization’s Finances
This workshop is a must for all organizations that 
are getting their finances in order. Learn various best 
practices  for accounting methods, budgeting, revenue 
projection, time sheets, cash flow tools, accounting 
manuals and internal controls procedures that will 
help your organization be more effective. Carrie Novak, 
Former River Network Finance Director
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Early January
River Rally Registration Opens

February 5, 2016
River Heroes Nominations Due

February 19, 2016
Scholarship Applications Due

April 22, 2016
Early Bird Registration Ends
(Prices go up!) 

May 20-23, 2016
River Rally in Mobile, Alabama!

REGISTRATION 
& IMPORTANT DATES

A NOTE ABOUT SCHOLARSHIPS
River Network offers a limited number of scholarships for those who need financial assistance to attend 
River Rally. On average, the scholarship awards are $250 and are applied to help reduce registration fees, 
though we will do our best to ensure that every interested individual can join us in Alabama. To qualify, 
you must have one of these types of memberships – (a) organizations and agencies or (b) professionals 
and students - that is valid through May 23, 2016. Scholarship applicants must be a staff, board member, 
or volunteer of a current dues-paying River Network member organization or agency or hold student 
or professional membership status. Generally, scholarships may not be used to cover field trips, 
transportation, lodging, extra meals or any other expenses. More information is available on our website. Be 
sure to apply for yours by the deadline: Feburary 19, 2016 at 5:00pm PST. 

Register online at 

http://riverrally.org/
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STAY FOR THE FUN

Migratory Fish Run/Walk
Saturday, May 21 2016 is World Fish Migration Day! 
Dress up like your favorite fish (or human) and 
join us for a 5K mini-migration through downtown 
Mobile. Runners and walkers of all migration 
speeds welcome!

Yoga in the Park
After a full day on Saturday, join us on Sunday 
morning for some zen time in preparation for 
another jam-packed day of Rally fun.

Southern Exposure Film Series
Sponsored by Southern Environmental Law Center
When it comes to natural landscapes, Alabama has 
it all: Southern Appalachian forests, world-class 
rivers, ancient cypress swamps, white sandy beaches, 
and much more. Alabama’s incredible geographic 
variety and natural resources supports a stunning 
array of species - some found nowhere else on Earth. 
Join us for an evening screening of carefully crafted 
documentaries that shine light on the need to protect 
these resources, improve human health and achieve 
environmental justice. 

Open Mic and Talent Show
Come one, come all! And bring your best 
talents with you - whatever those may be. 
Pack your instruments, best singing voice, 
or whatever else you need and get ready to 
show off!

...and more!

434 NW Sixth Avenue, Suite 304, Portland, OR 97209 
720.295.0039  |  riverrally@rivernetwork.org | www.rivernetwork.org

If you’ve been to River Rally before, you know the fun that awaits! If you haven’t...well, let’s just say you 
won’t want to miss it! We promise you three days of learning, inspiration, and fun - the kind that can only be 
had by the likes of our river-lovin’ crowd! 
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