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SENATOR NEGRON ANNOUNCES FULL FUNDING OF

LAGOON RECOMMENDATIONS

Budget to include more than $231 million, exceeds Select Commi�ee Recommendations

Tallahassee — State Senator Joe Negron (R-Stuart), chair of the Senate Commi�ee on

Appropriations and the Senate Select Commi�ee on Indian River Lagoon and Lake Okeechobee

Basin, today announced at the conclusion of budget negotiations between the House and Senate,

lawmakers have agreed to fund a comprehensive list of the Select Commi�ee’s short and long-term

recommendations to improve the environmental and economic health of the St. Lucie and

Caloosahatchee River systems and the Indian River Lagoon.

“I am grateful to my colleagues in the Senate and the House for not only meeting, but exceeding the

level of funding originally outlined in our Senate Select Commi�ee Report,” said Senator Negron.

“The problems caused by ongoing releases from Lake Okeechobee are a plague on the environment,

our economy, and the health of our friends and neighbors, and I am pleased that the Senate and

House came together to lay the groundwork for a resolution.”  

“This critical funding will enable our communities – including those to the North, South, and West

of the lake, to address short-term water management initiatives, while continuing to pursue

long-term strategies,” continued Chair Negron. “Our work does not end today, and I encourage

citizens to continue providing input as we work toward finding solutions to protect our

communities.”

In addition to funding recommendations of the Senate Select Commi�ee, lawmakers agreed to fund

over $2 million for the Loxahatchee River Preservation Initiative as well as more than $2 million for

the St. Lucie River  and Indian River Lagoon Issues Team. Additionally, the Florida Senate will

commission a study by the University of Florida Water Institute to evaluate basin wide water

management policies and activities and identify options for additional state, federal and local action

to improve water management, including alternatives to discharges from Lake Okeechobee.

A full breakdown of funding initiatives agreed to by the House and Senate is a�ached. For more

information on the Select Commi�ee Report, please click here.
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Disclaimer: The information on this system is unverified. The journals or printed bills of the respective chambers should be consulted for

official purposes.
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