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Pete Seeger, the musician and activist, would often lend his voice to environmental causes, 

speaking out in recent years against hydraulic fracturing for natural gas and the Indian Point 

nuclear power plant.

But his name will forever be linked with the Hudson River, for a conversation about the 

river’s transformation from sewer to treasured waterway can’t be done without mentioning 

Seeger. He founded the flagship vessel of the waterway’s rebirth, the Hudson River Sloop 

Clearwater, and set his love of America’s river to music.

With his voice and his banjo, Seeger pleaded for a cleaner river in the 1960s, hoping his 

“dirty stream” would no longer exist.

“Still I love it and I’ll keep the dream. That some day, though maybe not this year. My 

Hudson River will once again run clear,” he sang in “Sailing Up My Dirty Stream.”

That song describes much of what drove Seeger in his adult life.

Held in contempt by a congressional subcommittee and censored by network television, he 

was embraced by civil rights and labor leaders and a beacon for environmentalists. Seeger 

saw a Hudson with fishing, swimming and sailing generations before anyone else did.

“He was one of the big guns. He would wince to hear me say that I suppose,” said 

Christopher Letts, a longtime Hudson River naturalist and educator from Cortlandt. “Literally 

hundreds of thousands of people have listened to his words, listened to his music and 

resolved to do something to help the Hudson River.”

John Cronin of Cold Spring, whose career on the Hudson spans 40 years, first met Seeger 

when the sloop sailed into Beacon in October 1973.

“There’s Pete in the bow and a big pile of orange pumpkins,” Cronin recalled, adding Seeger 

that day put a call out for help to rebuild a dock there on the waterfront.

Cronin was a commercial fisherman, worked for several environmental groups, served as an 

adviser to state and federal officials and was the Hudson Riverkeeper for 17 years. He 

waded in the Hudson off Yonkers as a toddler but his love affair with the river started with 

Clearwater.
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