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Army Corps finally delivers report needed for Everglades funding 

By Christine Stapleton 

http://www.palmbeachpost.com/news/news/state-regional-govt-politics/army-corps-finally-delivers-

report-needed-for-ever/njZQN/ 

The commander of the Army Corps of Engineers signed a crucial and controversial Everglades 

restoration report on Tuesday, which should soon enable Congress to consider financing projects in the 

central Everglades. 

The “chief’s report” for the Central Everglades Planning Project, also known as CEPP, was the 

culmination of a three-year planning effort by the Corps, the South Florida Water Management District, 

other governmental agencies, stakeholder groups and the public. 

CEPP is designed to capture water that currently ends up in the ocean and instead direct flows to the 

Everglades and Florida Bay. The project optimizes the use of public lands to move the additional water 

to the south. 

“This is a wonderful holiday present for everyone who has worked hard on this project,” said Col. Alan 

Dodd, Jacksonville District commander. “We set some very aggressive goals to produce a timely report 

on a project so large.” 

CEPP nearly collapsed earlier this year because the chief’s report was not complete in time to be 

included in a once-every-seven-years water funding bill that Congress passed this summer. However, a 

bill introduced by Florida lawmakers allowed CEPP to be considered for funding as long as the chief’s 

report was signed by Dec. 30. 

“No longer will bureaucratic red tape and finger pointing stand in the way of what we all know needs to 

get done – sending clean water south,” said U.S. Rep. Patrick Murphy, D-Jupiter, author of the 

bipartisan, bicameral CEPP Act, which authorizes construction immediately upon completion of the 

report. “I will work tirelessly to see federal authorization and full funding of CEPP in the upcoming 

Congress.” 

Although deadlines were missed, the Corps implemented a pilot project, which cut in half the time it 

usually takes to study such a large project. Historically, the Corps’ planning and review process took at 

least six years. The CEPP process was completed in three years. 

“The CEPP process is an excellent example of how the Corps is executing transformation in its civil works 

processes” said Dodd. “We are making the planning process more modern and relevant, enhancing our 

budgeting capability, and improving our methods of delivery.” 



The CEPP report will undergo additional review by the Secretary of the Army (Civil Works) and the Office 

of Management & Budget. It will be formally transmitted to Congress upon completion of those reviews. 


