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Lake Okeechobee ready for rainy season

By Christine Stapleton

Palm Beach Post Staff Writer 

After record-breaking rains polluted waterways and threatened the dike around Lake Okeechobee last year, the Army Corps of Engineers wants it known that south Florida is entering 
the rainy season with the lake 9 inches lower than it was at this time last year.

Today the lake stands at 12.49 feet above sea level, the lowest since before flooding caused by Tropical Storm Isaac in 2012. On this date last year, the lake was at 13.27.

High water levels in the lake last year forced the corp to release water into the St. Lucie Estuary and Caloosahatchee River to prevent the dike around the lake from breaching. Those 
releases, coupled with stormwater runoff from roads, yards and fields, lowered salinity levels in the brackish estuary and river, which caused extensive ecological damage to plants 
and wildlife in those waterways.

National Weather Service’s 2014 wet season forecast calls for near to slightly below-average precipitation and above normal temperatures.
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