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PURRE Names Public Policy Director  

The PURRE Water Coalition has named Dan Wexler its 
Director of Public Policy, effective immediately. 
Wexler has been helping PURRE with state and federal 
government relations since 2007. He will continue 

those activities in his new position, as well as assume a more active role to 
coordinate PURRE's public policy goals as we head into a new legislative session.  

“PURRE has done a great job keeping these issues on the front burner for local, 
state and federal elected and appointed officials,” Wexler said. “The organization 
has made tremendous progress, but the work needs to continue. Groups like PURRE 
are very important if we are to keep stakeholders and decision makers aware of 
what is needed in our community.”  
   
PURRE Chairman Michael Valiquete said, “While there have been no recent 
outbreaks of red drift algae or red tide, there is a mountain of work that needs to 
continue if we are to reduce the amount of nutrients coming into our estuary and 
create programs to help communities like Sanibel and all of Southwest Florida with 
the control and mitigation of these events. Having Dan assume a more active role 
in our organization is going to enhance all of PURRE’s efforts.”    
   
There will be a lot of activity at all levels of government in the 
coming months, particularly in Florida. The recent release of the 
draft Caloosahatchee River Watershed Protection Plan by the South 
Florida Water Management District is filled with projects that will 
have a significant impact on our estuary. This will be submitted to 
the Florida legislature early next year. The development of this plan 
was mandated in the Lake Okeechobee Protection Act passed by the 
Florida legislature in 2007. This plan calls for more storage, wetlands 
restoration, a significant reduction in phosphorous and nitrogen 
loading, storm water treatment areas and would require best 
management practices on more than 500,000 acres of urban and rural 
land. The initial reaction has been positive but this has a long way to 
go and a hefty price tag.  
   



“Now that the election is over, we need to focus some effort on Washington as 
well,” Wexler said.  During the last Congress, PURRE worked closely with the House 
Science Committee to schedule a hearing on harmful algal blooms (HABs) which 
took place last summer, he explained. “We also worked closely with Florida’s U.S. 
Sen. Bill Nelson on new legislation to reauthorize the Harmful Algal Bloom and 
Hypoxia Control Act. This bill included provisions to help communities like ours 
control and mitigate the negative effects of these events. We will continue these 
efforts and work to help bring federal dollars into Everglades restoration projects.”  
Wexler has been a resident of Sanibel since 2005 and has worked as a 
government relations consultant since 1998. Prior to 1998, he served 
as Special Assistant to the President and Associate Director of the 
White House Public Liaison Office where he directed the outreach on 
a wide variety of issues.  
   
Click here to make a donation to PURRE online today!   
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