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High tides and rain produce mosquitoes 

By Kevin Lollar 

http://www.news-press.com/story/life/outdoors/2014/07/28/high-tides-rain-produce-

mosquitoes/13251919/ 

 

High tides and rain have produced a healthy batch of mosquitoes in Southwest Florida. 

And more of the same should soon produce more of the same. 

"We're in a trend right now where just about the time we're done with one brood, the next 

one is coming," said Shelly Redovan, spokeswoman for the Lee County Mosquito Control 

District. 

Lee County's 48 mosquito species can be lumped into one of two categories: 

New-water mosquitoes: These mosquitoes lay eggs on damp, flood-prone ground; the eggs 

hatch when they're covered by rain or high tides. 

Old-water mosquitoes: These mosquitoes lay their eggs in standing water, including in bird 

baths and old tires. 

Two- to 3-foot high tides associated with the July 12 full moon pushed into coastal marshes, 

and salt-marsh mosquito eggs started hatching. 

In addition to high tides, recent rains covered the eggs of freshwater new-water mosquitoes 

and gave freshwater old-water mosquitoes a place to lay eggs. 

"With the rains last week, there are more larvae in the water," Redovan said. "We're seeing 

larger numbers of adult mosquitoes in Corkscrew and Golden Gate. We're starting to see 

some at Boca Grande, and Captiva is starting to come up. And Pine Island is always the 

leader of the pack." 

The best natural mosquito control is fish species such as gambusia (also known as 

mosquitofish), which eat mosquito larvae. Despite high tides, Redovan said, water hasn't 

remained in the marshes long enough for the fish to put a dent in the larvae population. 

Although mosquitoes aren't really bad in any one place in Collier County, the Immokalee 

and Ave Maria areas are getting some freshwater mosquitoes, and Marco Island is seeing 

salt marsh mosquitoes, said Jim Stark, executive director of the Collier County Mosquito 

Control District. 
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"It's a day-by-day thing," he said. "We're looking at our sampling traps to decide the best 

places to attack." 

As the mosquito districts get a handle on mosquitoes generated by the July 12 full-moon 

tides, high tides associated with Saturday's new moon have already started moving into 

marshes where eggs are waiting. 

"We're taking care of adults from last week, but this week, tides have gone into areas that 

haven't been flooded this year," Redovan said. "So we're having a whole new hatch-off." 


