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U.S. Sugar, Hilliard Bros. explore development 

By Don Ruane 

http://www.news-press.com/story/news/2014/08/13/us-sugar-hilliard-bros-explore-

development/14037773/ 

 

Two agricultural giants won support Tuesday for their proposal guiding residential and 

economic development on 43,313 acres of northeast Hendry County through 2060. 

The proposal is called the Sugar Hill Sector Plan, and it was recommended for transmittal to 

the state for additional review by the Hendry County Local Planning Agency. The vote was 

5-0. 

Chairman Orvelle Howard recused himself from the vote because of a business-related 

conflict of interest. 

The Hendry County Commission is to vote Aug. 26 in Clewiston on whether to transmit the 

proposal. The commission also has the final say on adoption of the new land use category, 

which is expected in December. 

Two residents addressed the agency, asking about the impact on their properties. 

"What's going to happen to the zoning," asked Kevin Braithwaite, who lives east of 

Clewiston. 

"The zoning will stay the same. It won't change," Howard said. The sector plan touches, but 

doesn't include his property in the Harlem section of the county. 

The land in the proposed sector is owned by U.S. Sugar and Hilliard Bros. They are the 

applicants. 

The sector plan proposes the development of 18,000 residential units and 25 million square 

feet of other uses. It calls for mixed used development in some areas and nothing but 

agriculture with some farmworker housing in others. 

Market forces and the economy will drive the timetable for any development. 

"The purpose of a sector plan is a long-term plan," said Kathy Hattaway Bengochea, 

representing the property owners. 

"The intent here is establish some future land uses on the property that will guide that 

development. We wanted to create a plan and program increase job diversity and 

employment opportunities in this county," she said. 
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Tuesday's hearing was about whether the plan is compatible with the county's 

comprehensive plan, said Hendry County Associate Planner Sarah Catala. Specific projects 

will have to go through a detailed specific area plan review for approval. That's when a 

project's impacts on things such as traffic, roads, schools, the environment and other issues 

will be analyzed, Catala said. 

U.S. Sugar and Hilliard Brothers, both longstanding agricultural companies in the region, 

began meeting with government officials and regulators in July 2013. 

But it's been a topic of interest for economic development for years, according to U.S. Sugar 

spokeswoman Judy Sanchez. 

"This is not rezoning anything. It's simply looking at what might be a master plan down the 

road," Sanchez said. U.S. Sugar plans to continue to farm and keep its sugar mill in 

production for now. 

The sector plan should help with the further development of Hendry County's AirGlades 

Airport as a major transportation hub for the farming region, according to Sanchez. U.S. 

Sugar and Hilliards have been working with the county to integrate air, road and rail 

transportation opportunities, she said. 

The sector plan abuts the airport, but does not include it, Catala said. 

The proposed sector plan establishes five zones with the "employment zone" the closest to 

the airport on the west side of Clewiston. Development becomes less intense to the west of 

that zone. Land to the south of Clewiston would remain in agriculture, according the Hendry 

County planning staff report, which recommended sending the plan to the state. 

"This just the first step in the process," Catala said. 

Freelance writer Don Ruane can be reached at 693-8563 or ruanedon@aol.com. 

By the numbers 

Here's what can fit inside 43,313 acres: 

 

67.7 square miles 

55 percent of the city of Cape Coral 

57 campuses the size of Florida Gulf Coast University 

155 Lakes Regional parks 

578 Jet Blue parks including stadium, parking and practice fields 

47 percent of the Lehigh Acres Fire District 

 


