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Remember locals  

 Are tourists more important to Lee County than its residents? On the same evening that county commissioners made 
devastating cuts to the Lee County Extension Service, Parks and Recreation and Library System, we see Commissioner 
Frank Mann on TV crowing that the county may still get the Washington Nationals to come to City of Palms, never mind 
the $30 million of upgrades requested. 

 My husband and I volunteer many hours as Friends of the Cape Coral Library and it is disheartening to see the staff 
stretched so thin and stressed. And more staff cuts on the way. In this economy the computers at the library are a life 
line to residents looking for unemployment benefits and other assistance. With newspapers, magazines, books and 
movies all available – libraries today are very busy and useful places. 

 Now I hear the Eco-Living Center at Rutenberg Park may be closing. The park is a lovely oasis with its ponds full of 
wildlife, blue-ribbon Florida Friendly landscape demonstration garden and exhibits. I have attended Florida Yards and 
Neighborhood classes there and received my rain barrel at the center. I was amazed at the number of people interested 
in learning about better ways to exist in the unique environment of Southwest Florida. 

 In addition, the Fort Myers — Lee County Garden Council will lose its meeting place, as well as the American Hibiscus 
Society — James E. Hendry Chapter, the Florida Native Plant Society — Coccoloba Chapter, the Southwest Florida Orchid 
Society, the Friday night Mangrove Gatherings and who knows how many other organizations use the building. Libraries 
and parks are for the use of permanent residents. We are not tourists.  

Paula Novander, Cape Coral  

 

Gardeners’ big problem  

 If what I hear about Lee County Extension Service is true, we have a problem. Putting together a budget which guts the 
many functions these people manage is a step back in services to Lee residents.  

 Expecting an organization that runs golf courses and ball parks to take over and be stewards of sensitive lands, to 
maintain agriculture’s needs, and to put time and manpower into educating landscapers about best management 
practices, is just folly.  

 Many of my fellow master gardeners are confused and a number of them are angry.  

 Several have said that upon talking one-to-one with commissioners, they give lip service to the extension program, but 
newspaper reports give a more dire picture of their mindset. The master gardeners have no problem with Parks and 
Recreation folks monitoring volunteer time, but wish to have the professionals of Extension giving horticulture direction 
and making decisions, not Parks Department landscape managers.  

 Closing the Eco Living Center at Rutenberg Park is the wrong way to cut expenses.  

 Personally, I think every builder and home buyer should be made to take the “Florida Yards and Neighborhoods” classes 
given there. Wouldn’t be bad for county commissioners, either! It might be the beginning of cleaning up the 
Caloosahatchee.  

Pat Rooney, Fort Myers  

 

Let them hear you  

 Lee County commissioners decided to move forward with the major cuts proposed by Lee County administration.  

 This amounts to a 92 percent cut to county funds for Extension which will result in a cut of funds from $750,000 to 
$60,000 per year. Most positions will be on the line as will the funding that goes to support the multi-county agents 
based in Hendry County.  



 There will be a public hearing on Sept. 4 about these proposed budget cuts, so this would be the last chance to get this 
reversed. This will depend upon any decisions that the commissioners decide to make based upon this public hearing.  

Nick Libretto, Cape Coral  

 

Misplaced priorities  

 The headline tells it all. The county is ready to cut services to the libraries. Not a priority in this county. But last week the 
same county leaders were ready to spend the big bucks on attracting another baseball team and were talking with the 
Washington Nationals.  

 Taxpayers can pay for rich baseball teams but not for reading. These are same leaders who say we have to encourage 
our children to read. An old saying says, “Put your money where your mouth is!”  

We seem to be doing it here but in the wrong place. No wonder our society seems to be out of balance.  

John E. Traube, Cape Coral  

 

Extension > park  

 When the University of Florida/IFAS (Institute of Food and Agriculture Sciences) established the Lee County Extension 
some 20 years ago, its mission was to promote the education and implementation of energy efficient applications to Lee 
County homes.  

 It worked hard promulgating the virtues of new applications of energy, efficient manufacturing, construction, native 
landscaping, and installation of renewable items that would reduce the amount of power required and its associated 
pollutants to a much lower level.  

 These now have become mainstream thanks to those efforts. The Extension has more than paid for its annual budget – 
forever!  

 Why not just move the Extension Service over to the Lee County Solid Waste Recovery facility where it probably 
belongs? They know how to manage our resources well. Then just close Terry Park. It would be an unpardonable sin for 
the county commissioners to throw this baby out with the bathwater.  

Earl F. Keaton, Alva  

 

Expecting an organization that runs golf courses and ball parks to take over and be stewards of sensitive lands, to 
maintain agriculture’s needs, and to put time and manpower into educating landscapers about best management 
practices, is just folly. 

 


