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Wetlands are the critical and complex link that interconnect the tapestry of natural communities in Florida. 

Consider attending a community forum on “Protecting Wetlands to Save the Caloosahatchee” on Tuesday, Oct. 

14, at 6:30 p.m. at Harborside Convention Center in Fort Myers.

Wetlands and their influence on the history and development of Florida are well known. Arguably, no other 

component of the Florida landscape has had more to do with the flow and quality of water as wetlands have.

Wetlands are the critical and complex link that interconnect the tapestry of natural communities in Florida. Even 

with rampant development that has eliminated 9.3 million acres of historic Florida wetlands, nearly 10 percent 

of the state’s land area remains as wetlands.

Without the interconnections that wetlands create, natural systems inevitably decline and so with them the 

economies that depend on ecosystem services those wetlands provide. In the Southeast, more than 90 percent 

of commercial seafood harvest and more than 50 percent or recreational fish harvest is dependent on estuaries and their link to coastal wetlands.

Wetlands are the natural kidneys that filter pollutants from surface runoff. They attenuate flooding and recharge drinking water aquifers, key functions that 

help protect Florida in more ways than they are generally given credit for. For some, wetlands are looked upon as obstacles to development yet they 

provide the most cost effective way of filtering pollutants and buffering floods that facilitate sustainable development.

The staggering losses of historic wetlands have necessitated vast expenditures of public funds for water quality projects as costly alternatives to naturally 

efficient wetlands. The need for and cost of flood insurance in a world being reshaped by climate change will continue to increase, especially as natural 

wetlands disappear or are damaged.

When wetlands are converted and the result is more and faster stormwater runoff, then the costs are almost always externalized to the greater public. 

The examples are many and growing, and the importance of water conserved and sustained by wetlands is more evident than ever.

As wetland values are now widely recognized, and the fallacy of “no net loss” has been documented, economic incentives for maintaining natural 



wetlands on private land should be developed and implemented more widely.

Perhaps a property tax discount tied to the established ecosystem service value of the wetland should be considered as an alternative to the 

conventional regulatory related alternatives aimed at compensating wetland function loss. Such regulatory outcomes often reduce and move wetland 

functional values to less desirable out-of-basin locations, sometimes with a net loss.

Conserving what is left of Florida’s wetlands is more important than ever. One of our founding fathers, Benjamin Franklin, said it so succinctly over 250 

years ago “When the wells dry, we know the worth of water.”

John Cassani is a resident of Alva.

Read or Share this story: http://newspr.es/1vS9Kwu
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