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If Southwest Florida has a golden goose, its combination of saltwater and freshwater 

attractions is the prohibitive favorite. Lee County Commission Chairman Brian Hamman was 

one of several local officials who implored Lee County's legislative delegation to help protect 

that golden goose. 

 

“One of the biggest reasons anyone lives here or visits here is because of the beautiful water 

that we have here. We’ve got to work very hard that that water is clean and that that water 

is healthy for all of us who live here,” Hamman said. “That’s why I think it’s important for not 

only the County Commission but all of the mayors spoke with one voice, saying this is a 

priority for us.” 

 

Those priorities took different shapes with requests ranging from 50/50 matches from the 

state government on local projects to a cry for the C-43 reservoir project – the Army Corps 

of Engineer’s designation for the Caloosahatchee River. 
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The reservoir’s first cell would provide 85,000 acre-feet – about 27.7 billion gallons – of 

storage. That storage would be released during dry season to keep saltwater from intruding 

up the Caloosahatchee River and killing off freshwater species. 

Keeping excess water runoff from Lake Okeechobee and the river basin would prevent algae 

blooms by keeping nutrient and fertilizer-rich water from making its way downstream. 

 

“We’re asking them to complete C-43 or at least get started on the first cell,” Hamman said. 

State Rep. Matt Caldwell, R-North Fort Myers, said first half of the project would hopefully be 

a 50-50 match with the federal government. 

 

“We’re obligated to pay at least half of it and in the past we have actually paid over our 

amount to get a project finished,” Caldwell said. “And then just made it up in the next project 

after that. So that’s something we could conceivably do this time.” 

 

But Caldwell was quick to point to smaller – but no less important – local water issues. 

“With the local water projects, I’m focused on projects that either the city or the county are 

the lead agencies. About half of our problems in the river come from our own basin,” 

 

Caldwell said. “So we’ve got a lot of projects we need to do ourselves. And those are 50-50 

matches (between the state and local governments). We were very successful with that.” 

Those projects include a request for $3.2 million in matching funds for the state across four 

Lee County projects. Those four projects are the Deep Lagoon restoration, an additional filter 

marsh branch for Hendry Creek, a Nine Mile Run drainage improvement and another filter 

marsh for Lakes Park. 

 

“I really think, obviously, the Legislature has been keenly focused on water projects, carrying 

the statewide water bill this year, again. We were able to get about a dozen projects funded 

last year,” Caldwell said. “I’m hopeful we can do a repeat of that.” 

 


