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Flows to the Caloosahatchee estuary will be 4,000 cubic feet per second (or about 1.8 million gallons per 
minute) 
 
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers says it will reduce the amount of water flowing from Lake 
Okeechobee. 
 
Starting Friday, flows to the Caloosahatchee estuary will be 4,000 cubic feet per second (or about 1.8 
million gallons per minute) at Moore Haven Lock, located in the southwest part of the lake. The 
maximum amount of flow the Caloosahatchee's ecological system can handle is 2,800 cubic feet per 
second, according to the release schedule. 
 
"It is still above normal precipitation as well as the three months, and we are still in El Nino conditions," 
said Jim Jeffords, the Army Corps' Jacksonville office. "We’ve been lucky so far this year as far as the 
amount of rain we’ve had." 
 
Army Corps of Engineers protocol says the lake should be kept between 12.5 and 15.5 feet above sea 
level to ensure the safety of people and property south of Okeechobee. 
 
The new target flow for the St. Lucie estuary is 1,800 cubic feet per second as measured at St. Lucie 
Lock, near Stuart. Additional runoff from rain in the St. Lucie basin could occasionally result in flows that 
exceed targets, the Corps says. 
 
Heavy January rains driven by an El Nino weather pattern flooded practically all of South Florida, from 
north of Lake Okeechobee to the edge of Florida Bay. 
 
Turbid, chocolate-colored waters have plagued the Southwest Florida coast over the past month, when 
the South Florida Water Management District and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers maximized flows 
through the Caloosahatchee and St. Lucie rivers. 
 
Releases to the Caloosahatchee River have been as high as 9,000 cubic feet per second, the maximum 
amount pumps and gravity will move to the west. 
 
Local stormwater runoff and Okeechobee releases have forced freshwater 15 miles or more into the 
Gulf of Mexico. Oyster and sea grass beds are dying, and frustrated local anglers say they're not even 
seeing fish in the water — much less catching them. 
 
State wants input from local businesses  



 
Wednesday the State Emergency Response Team activated its virtual business emergency operations 
center to assist in assessing the impact discharges have had in Lee, Martin and St. Lucie counties — the 
three counties that get the brunt of Lake Okeechobee drainage. 
 
Affected businesses can complete a damage survey assessment by clicking here. Select the “Lake 
Okeechobee Discharge” event. 


