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Cape Coral city staff took a swipe at Fort Myers in a letter Monday to the state for what it calls the city’s 
“unabated effluent discharges.” 
 
Cape Coral wants the state Department of Environmental Protection to apply the same standards to Fort 
Myers as Cape Coral or it might “pursue all legal remedies available.” 
 
The letter earned a strong rebuke from Fort Myers Mayor Randy Henderson. 
 
“I think that’s unnecessary and uncalled for and a little pushy,” Henderson said. “I think we’re all on the 
same page on where we want to get on the water quality issue.” 
 
Henderson spoke from Washington D.C. as he was with other Southwest Florida mayors – including 
Cape Coral Mayor Marni Sawicki – to lobby for aid from federal lawmakers and agencies for assistance in 
dealing with polluted water in Southwest Florida waterways and beaches from Lake Okeechobee 
releases. 
 
Cape Coral City Manager John Szerlag said the letter was necessary due to environmental concerns. 
“Number one, I’m not going to engage in theatrics in the media,” Szerlag said in response to 
Henderson’s comments. “The administration of Cape Coral made comment to have some conditions so 
the water would be cleaner. The alternative is (for Fort Myers) to get out of the river entirely. If 
someone thinks it’s uncalled for, that’s their perspective, but our objective is based on environmentally 
sound practice.” 
 
The city’s objections came in a letter to Nolin Moon, an engineer with the DEP responsible for 
wastewater permitting and stormwater systems. The three-page letter laid out a case for the DEP to 
compel Fort Myers to reduce or eliminate its effluent – i.e. liquid waste or sewage -- discharges into the 
Caloosahatchee River. 
 
The letter lists a string of environmental issues from the city’s permits to discharge 23 million gallons per 
day into the river. The permits for that discharge capacity are set to expire in May and appeared to be 
on the way to renewal. But the letter said pollutants such as fecal coliform, phosphorus, nitrogen, 
chlorine, copper and cyanide were present at levels greater than water quality standards. Notable was 
the fact that the permits had the copper quantity in Fort Myers’ effluent at 13 times greater than water 
quality standards. 
 



One of the options for Fort Myers is to send some of its wastewater to Cape Coral via a Cape-Coral-paid-
for proposed $12-million pipeline for use in the city irrigation systems. Szerlag said the letter was not 
meant to pressure Fort Myers into pursuing that option. 
 
“The letter is based on potential environmental factors and an approach that would benefit the entire 
region,” Szerlag said. 
 
Henderson said he did not think the letter – and his opinion of it – would impact the working 
relationship between Cape Coral and Fort Myers. 
 
“Mayor Sawicki and I are colleagues, we work really well together,” Henderson said. “We’re going to 
hold our staffs accountable to get this thing right. We all want the same thing.” 
 
Fort Myers Interim Public Works Director Richard Moulton said the city is reusing about 5 million gallons 
of effluent that does not go into the river. Moulton said he did not have exact figures Tuesday. 
 


