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It’s time to take a stand 

Water quality  

One can expect that water-quality issues throughout the state, specifically those impacting the 

Kissimmee basin, Port St. Lucie River, Lake Okeechobee and the Caloosahatchee basin, will get the lion’s 

share of attention. Record rains this summer brought huge releases from Lake O, causing darkened 

waters, loss of marine life and tourism. Who wanted to come look at dirty water? One of the lowest 

rainfall amounts on record for October changed the water-quality game yet again, hurting restoration 

efforts in the Everglades, which needed the rainwater. Funding was set aside earlier this year to finish 

another section of the Tamiami Bridge, a project pathway for water to flow from the lake to the 

Everglades and away from the Caloosahatchee. Construction continues on the Herbert Hoover Dike to 

make it structurally sound to hold water. 

Reservoir projects around the lake for storing and treating water also are key to the recovery process as 

is catching and treating the water from the north before it reaches Lake O. Federal funding is key to that 

process and the House passing a major $1.8 billion bill for four Everglades restoration projects should 

help, if it passes the Senate and is signed by the governor. 

Benacquisto says a Senate select committee is committed to pushing $200 million to “put us in a better 

position to protect the environment and the economic fabric that relies on a healthy environment.” 

There is $5 million available to jumpstart the C43 reservoir project and $1 million to put toward oyster 

bed and sea-grass restoration on the west coast. But we agree with the legislators that the federal 

government needs to also live up to its agreements. 

The legislative session begins in Tallahassee on March 4 and ends May 2. 

Committees will meet, hundreds of bills will be discussed and the House and Senate will vote on those 

that will shape our state for years to come. 

Florida’s environment, the health of its business economy and its educational system will be at the top 

of the class. 

 


