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A letter to the vice president: 

 

Welcome Vice President Joe Biden to Southwest Florida and Fort Myers. We hope your visit to the Wa-Ke 

Hatchee Park Recreation Center on Saturday will be both beneficial to you and to those who listen carefully to 

your words. 

 

We know your speech will center on what you, President Barack Obama and the Democrats believe are your 

main accomplishments: health care reform, revitalizing the economy with job growth, saving the auto industry, 

various stimulus packages and the plan to put more of the tax burden on the rich. We know you will stress there 

is more to do, when it comes to restoring this country’s pride in itself and the country as a global player. We 

know you will say you will protect and improve life for the middle class. 

 

But we also want you to pay particular attention to issues critical to this state’s environmental health, such as 

clean water, clean air and clean energy. 

 

Our waterways are choking with algae produced by neglect and lethal amounts of fertilizer, sewage and manure. 

We implore you to make sure state officials enact stricter EPA standards before pollutants invade our waterways 

to a point where an attempt at a cleanup becomes almost futile. 

 

Look around as you speak today. You are at a beautiful place where people play and protect paradise. There are 

walking trails to encourage physical fitness and an Ecosystem that thrives because of a concerted effort by Lee 

County officials and residents to preserve one of our greatest treasures. 

 

If you get the chance, walk some of these trails, soak in the beauty and the wildlife. We know you probably 

won’t have time to do much canoeing or kayaking this trip, but the the blueways throughout the area provide 

some of the best water activities in the world. 

 

Mr. Vice President, talk about your plans for clean energy and clean air. They are vital to the existence of our 

ecosystem. We urge you to look at ways where the federal government can help this state continue to protect 

wetlands and other environmental areas where are our endangered wildlife can at least have a fighting chance. 

 

We know the challenges of your administration to cut a $16 trillion debt. But to be honest, Mr. Vice President, 

our environmental integrity is just as important. 

 

A poll of 3,236 likely and undecided voters by the NRDC Action Fund show heavy support for clean-energy 

investments, such as wind power, and for the EPA to crack down on corporate polluters of “the air we breathe 

and water we drink.” 

 

As always, this state is critical to you and President Obama winning a second term. We need to hear your plans 

on saving the environment. Our lives depend on it. 


