
Feces-infused water in Cape Coral Bimini Basin alters
plans for cardboard regatta race
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Fecal matter — the two newspaper-friendly words
used instead of a four-letter one  — has Cape Coral
residents cursing over aborted plans to hold an
annual cardboard regatta race at Bimini Basin.

Jonathan Kresge approaches to tie off his small boat to a dock at Four Freedoms Park in Cape Coral
on Wednesday morning (8/3/16). Kresge lives on a larger boat on the Bimini Basin near downtown
Cape Coral. (Photo: Ricardo Rolon / The News-Press)

"This will change the face of Cape Coral for the next 50 years," City Manager John Szerlag
said.Sarah Jarvis/The News-Press

CONNECT TWEET LINKEDIN
 3

COMMENT EMAIL MORE

(Photo: Amanda Inscore/The News-
Press)

Buy Photo

Buy Photo

http://www.news-press.com/staff/12151/david-dorsey/
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https%3A//newspr.es/2GAzewh&text=Feces-infused%20water%20in%20Cape%20Coral%20Bimini%20Basin%20alters%20plans%20for%20cardboard%20regatta%20race&via=thenewspress
http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?url=https%3A//newspr.es/2GAzewh&mini=true


Water in the basin, an enlarged part of the canal system and a popular boating
destination in south Cape Coral at Four Freedoms Park, has measured fecal bacteria
to levels far beyond acceptable. The suspected cause: Boaters have been dumping
their sewage waste into the canals and basin.

The water quality in the Bimini Basin in south Cape Coral is so bad that the Cape Coral Rotary Club
has canceled its annual cardboard canoe race in the basin for later this month. People living on boats
and dumping their waste into the basin is being blamed for the poor water quality. (Photo:
CapeCoral.net)

The city of Cape Coral tested for the bacteria Enterococci, and the number of colonies
per 100 milliliters of water 10 times over two days during the past two weeks. A good
level is 35, according to Florida Department of Health standards. Moderate is 71. The
average measurement on March 30 was 1,987. That level fell Monday to 300, still far
above acceptable.

View of Four Freedoms Park in Cape Coral. (Photo: Ricardo Rolon / The News-Press)

City Manager John Szerlag on Thursday alerted the Cape Coral city attorney, police
chief, public works director, environmental resources manager and the City Council
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and mayor about the issue.

More: Cape Coral Government: Bar hours, Bimini Basin among hot topics in March

More: Cape Coral outlines possible plans for Bimini Basin development, will solicit
developers

City Councilman John Carioscia said he hoped the Army Corps of Engineers and the
Florida Department of Environmental Protection would get involved. He also wanted
the city to pass an ordinance against overnight mooring in the canals and basin.

“It’s going to be resolved,” Carioscia said. “We can’t have these boat owners dumping
their waste into the basin. You can’t have people living on a boat in a canal area.

“You’re not allowed to moor in canals. Why can’t we extend that prohibition to any
mooring in the basin, which is just an extension of the canals? We want to put together
an ordinance. Whatever it takes, we’re going to do. Because this is unacceptable.”

Bill Shallbetter, a member of the Cape Coral Rotary Club, which sponsors the regatta
race, said he was disappointed but understood the need to either relocate or postpone
the event. He expected those details to be ready Friday.

More: Cape Coral Rotary Club races for worthy cause

More: Get your taste buds ready for Taste of Cape Coral

More: Cardboard boats compete in Bimini Basin

“The whole idea when we started this was just to provide a fun event for the city,”
Shallbetter said. “We have done that for many years. This year we can’t put people in
that water. We’re looking at other options. We’re not sure what we’re going to do yet,
but we’ll know by Friday whether we’re going to change the venue or cancel for this
year or postpone. We’re looking at our options right now.”

The club, which annually raises $5,000 to $10,000 from the race, began the tradition
17 years ago, said Tim Hauck, this year’s organizer.

“The city has indicated the water quality down there is pretty crappy,” Hauck said. “We
can’t expect people to get in the water and be around that. It’s in the best interest of the
public to change the plans. Sometimes cardboard boats can sink. I’m not an expert on
water quality. But when the city says the water is pretty crappy, let’s not put people in
that situation. We’re weighing different options.

“It’s such a unique event. But there aren’t a whole lot of places in town where we can
get about 3,000 people to watch it. So finding a place to have 3,000 to watch is tough.
That’s what makes the Bimini Basin such a great venue.”
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Cardboard regatta builder Pat Wood said they had heard residents who live on their
boats in or near the basin have been dumping their sewage into the water.

“From what I understand, there’s 15 to 20 boats out there, and people live on them,”
Wood said. “They’re just dumping their feces overboard. With it not the rainy season,
nothing is flushing out there. It’s just sitting there.”

Wood and nine friends spent about six months building their 17-foot gondola. It
resembles the boats seen in photographs on the canals of Venice, Italy.
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“Our biggest frustration is some of the individuals and boat clubs have spent months
building these cardboard boats,” Hauck said. “Some of these boats are like works of
art. They’ve spent countless hours engineering, creating and building. To not have the
opportunity to race them, that’s what we’re upset about.

“We take a financial hit. Everything we raise we put back into the community. It’s such
a cool event. It’s a fun family event.”

Connect with this reporter: David Dorsey (Facebook), @DavidADorsey (Twitter).
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