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FINAL REPORT: SELECT COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS 
STATE CONTROL OF LAKE O RELEASES,  

OVER $220 MILLION FOR WATER QUALITY AND STORAGE INITIATIVES 

Highlights Need for Federal Government To Make Good On Commitments That Would 

Further Increase Southerly Flow of Water 

Tallahassee —  

The Florida Senate Select Committee on Indian River Lagoon and Lake Okeechobee Basin 

(IRLLOB) today finalized a report which summarizes the select committee’s work to investigate 

policies, spending, and other governmental activities affecting water management in the region. 

The final report, unanimously approved today, includes a comprehensive list of short and long-

term recommendations to improve the environmental and economic health of the St. Lucie and 

Caloosahatchee River systems and the Indian River Lagoon. 

“This report represents a significant first step toward improving water management across the 

entire South Florida region,” said State Senator Joe Negron (R–Stuart), Chair of the Senate 

Select Committee on IRLLOB. “I look forward to continuing the work started by the select 

committee through the respective policy and appropriations committees of the Florida Senate and 

am hopeful we can make these recommendations a reality.” 

The select committee identified a number of policy and budget options for state and federal 

action to improve water management in both the short and long-term. The options focus on three 

key areas: (1) improving water quality; (2) expanding water storage capacity; and (3) 

strengthening the current relationship between the state and federal government by clarifying 

areas of responsibility and working to improve accountability. 

"I greatly appreciate the public input we received throughout the summer and fall as we worked 

to develop these recommendations,” said Senate Majority Leader Lizbeth Benacquisto (R–Ft. 

Myers). “Hundreds of concerned citizens from Florida’s East and West Coasts made their voices 

heard, and I’m proud that their thoughts and suggestions are reflected in our final product.”  

In total the report contains over $220 million in proposed state funding, including increased 

funding for the C-43 and C-44 reservoirs as well as sediment removal and dredging in the central 

and northern Indian River Lagoon.  Recommendations outline water management options that 

would further increase current storage and flow capacities by billions of gallons. 
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Additionally, the committee identified a number of areas where the federal government has 

fallen short on its obligations to maintain the Lake Okeechobee Herbert Hoover Dike and to 

develop a release schedule that balances the improved structural integrity of the dike with the 

overall environmental and economic health of the region. To address this tension, the report 

recommends amending the operational jurisdiction of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to give 

the State of Florida, specifically the Department of Environmental Protection, authority over 

regulatory releases. 

Legislation (HB 7065, Chapter 2013-58, Laws of Florida) passed by the House and Senate and 

signed in to law by Governor Scott earlier this year creates a single comprehensive plan for 

achieving restoration efforts envisioned under the Everglades Forever Act, including storage, 

treatment and conveyance of water south of Lake Okeechobee. 

“With the proper partnerships from the federal government, an increase flow of water south is a 

preferable, consensus solution to the harmful dischargers of water through the C-43 and C-44 

canals,” said Chair Negron.  “Unfortunately, the federal government has yet to fulfill a $1.6 

billion obligation for the federal portion of South Florida environmental projects.” 

The final report notes evaluation of efforts and ideas to improve southerly flow should continue 

so any plan may be considered at such a time that a financial commitment from the federal 

government becomes more probable. 

“Any plan that has the potential to store, treat and move enough water south from the lake to 

eliminate damaging discharges should be considered,” said Chair Negron. “We are doing our 

part here in Florida, and it is time for the federal government to start meeting its past and future 

obligations to our state.” 

For more information, please visit http://www.flsenate.gov/topics/irllob. 
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