
NBC 2 
Oct 08, 2015 

 

Deadly bacteria in Estero Bay kills Polk County man 
By Joe Roetz 

 

http://www.nbc-2.com/story/30210740/little-known-deadly-virus-in-estero-bay-kills-

tampa-man#.VhcfXSssIxG 

 

ESTERO BAY, FL  

 

A warning for water lovers in Southwest Florida: NBC2 has confirmed a man from the Polk 

County area died after contracting a deadly bacteria in Estero Bay. 

 

Richard Corley's family told NBC2 three days after his fishing trip, he was dead. 

 

They wanted to know why no warning signs for the bacteria were posted along the beach, 

and they want to save other lives. 

 

NBC2 took that concern to the state department of health today. 

 

The Department of Health said they don't post signs warning of sharks in these waters. 

Some things are just a given, as long as you're in this water, the state said you are always at 

risk. 

 

The willingness of a fisherman to stand in the water is what claimed the life of a Polk County 

man. 

 

Richard Corley's brother said his brother contracted the deadly destroying bacteria - Vibrio 

Vulnificus - while fishing in Estero Bay in late September. 

 

"It's not a pretty picture, what happened to him," said Brian Corley, the victim's brother. 

 

Corley had a small cut on his leg where it's believed the bacteria had direct access. 

 

With 37 cases of Vibrio Vulnificus statewide and 12 deaths this year alone, Corley's brother 

Brian was shocked to find there's no practice of posting warning signs to keep tourists safe. 

  

"It's getting worse and people need to know.  It could be your kid, your mother or tourists," 

said Brian. 

 

The State Department of Health said the bacteria is always present in warm Florida waters, 

and is something people should already know about. 

 

Local fisherman Richard Poltzer wasn't familiar with it, but he is now. 

 

"There is a lot of people in the water and beaches. It's a level of risk no one knows what the 

chances are," said Poltzer. 

 

The State Department of Health wouldn't let someone speak to NBC2 on camera calling this 

a minimally intrusive threat. 

 

The department said you need to keep good hygiene in mind when entering the water and 

after you get out, as well as stay away from raw shellfish. 
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