
Sequel Of Amendment 1 
February 25, 2015 

 

Conservation land, water quality to be among 

chief issues when legislative session starts 

Tuesday 
By Kevin Wadlow 

 

http://www.keysnet.com/2015/02/25/501411_conservation-land-water-

quality.html?rh=1 

 

A debate over specific spending on water quality and conservation land -- much of it 

affecting South Florida and the Keys -- likely will dominate the Florida Legislature's 

spring session that opens next Tuesday. 

 

"The overarching issue is the money" coming into state coffers from Amendment 1, state 

Rep. Holly Raschein (R-Key Largo) said Tuesday. 

 

"That's definitely still coming together and most likely will be part of the general 

appropriations act -- also known as the state budget," said Raschein, a member of the 

powerful House Appropriations Committee. 

 

While many legislators have filed individual bills seeking a share of the estimated $500 

million to $800 million annually from Amendment 1, Raschein said she expects the bills 

to be tabled in favor of "a more comprehensive policy." 

 

"This remains as a pretty big negotiation item between the House and the Senate," 

Raschein said. "The Senate is focusing on [freshwater] springs, and there is the question 

of whether to buy a bunch of new land or maintain what we have."  

 

Everglades restoration projects have been recommended for $150 million in spending by 

Gov. Rick Scott. "The Everglades is a big winner," Rashein said. 

 

Monroe County is pushing for its third allocation of $50 million for Keys wastewater 

projects. 

 

Florida legislators in 2009 authorized $200 million from Everglades restoration money to 

help pay for Monroe County's state-mandated sewer projects, forecast to improve 

nearshore water quality. The first $50 million allocation was not approved until 2012. A 

second $50 million allocation came through in 2014. 

 

Scott recommended the third $50 million for Keys sewers and related projects this year, 

but a breakdown of the funding remains unsettled. Recent news reports indicate Scott 

may want $17.5 million of that from revenues of the constitutional Amendment 1. 

 

Amendment 1 to the state Constitution passed in November with 75 percent of Florida 

voters in support. The amendment dedicates a third of proceeds from a state real-estate 



document tax to help the state purchase lands for conservation and preserve water 

quality. 

 

In a controversy that surfaced this week, Scott's office apparently wants to fund state-

park operations and the Department of Environmental Protection from the Amendment 1 

money. Conservation groups objected strongly. 

 

In other issues of Keys interest: 

 

• Raschein sponsored HB 715 that lifts a Citizens Property Insurance Corp. ban on 

"certain improvements to major structures from being eligible" for coverage. 

 

• Alcohol sales, including allowing local breweries to sell containers of up to 64 

ounces of their beer for off-premises consumption and possibly allowing hard-

liquor sales in grocery stores. 

 

• Requiring that state colleges and universities allow concealed-weapon permit 

holders to carry guns on campus. 

 

• Changing the slate of mandatory testing required at Florida schools. The testing 

requirements were passed by the state to provide "accountability" but educators 

and some parents groups have contended that a focus on test preparation limits 

education. 

 

The legislative session runs for 60 days. 


