
The Honorable Connie Mack 
U.S. House of Representatives 
317 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman Mack: 
 
On behalf of the Lee County Board of County Commissioners, we respectfully request 
your support to pass the Water Resource Development Act (WRDA) in 2012.  
 
Our top priority has been, and remains, construction of the C-43 Basin Storage 
Reservoir, complete with a water quality component, to help manage and clean the 
water flowing from the Caloosahatchee basin and Lake Okeechobee. The authorization 
and future construction of the C-43 Reservoir and water quality component has the dual 
benefit of reducing harmful high releases from Lake Okeechobee during the wet season 
and providing needed base flows during the dry season to help meet minimum flows and 
levels necessary for estuary health. 
 
In March 2010, the Chief Engineer of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers signed a report 
indicating that the Caloosahatchee River West Basin Storage Reservoir (C-43) project 
was ready for Congressional authorization. Almost exactly one year later, the Office of 
Management and Budget completed their review of the C-43 Reservoir and did not 
object to the findings within the Corps report. 
 
Corps of Engineers projects such as the C-43 Reservoir is generally authorized via 
Water Resource Development Acts (WRDA), the last of which was passed by Congress 
in 2007 over the veto of President Bush. The last WRDA prior to 2007 was passed in 
2000, a 7-year gap. 
 
The Congressional committees tasked with drafting WRDA bills are the House 
Transportation &amp; Infrastructure and the Senate Environmental and Public Works 
committees. Both are currently working on the authorization of the surface transportation 
law, but have indicated a desire to focus on a new WRDA bill after they have completed 
work on the transportation debate. 
 
It is critical that we join together with our Florida Congressional Delegation members to 
advocate loudly for WRDA. This is not only critical to C-43, but to a great number of 
Everglades restoration projects. Thank you for your support of Lee County and your 
favorable consideration and leadership on this issue. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
John Manning, Chairman 
Lee County Board of County Commissioners 
 


