
Requesting President Obama Proclaim Lake Okeechobee a National Monument through 
The Antiquities Act. 

 
Lake Okeechobee in the State of Florida is one of this nation’s treasures.  The Lake is managed 
by the Army Corp of Engineers, and is utilized for everything from fishing, to boating, to 
agriculture.  However, in recent times, two major problems have occurred.   
 

1. The Herbert Hoover Dike, with origins in the 1910’s, is in disarray.  Congress has 
authorized legislation to repair the Dike, but the projected timeline for completion is not 
until another 20 years.  With recent heavy rains, the dike has been stressed to the 
maximum levels.  Thus, water has been released into the connected Caloosahatchee River 
and the St. Lucie River.  Both release points have caused major environmental and 
economic impacts in the communities along the rivers and at it’s outlets. These impacts 
from water releases are far reaching, destroying the protected Estuaries, Wetlands and 
wildlife of JN Ding Darling National Wildlife Refuge. Outside of the aforementioned 
damage, if the Lake were to get any higher, the next course of action involves the dike 
being punctured and the least populated area near Lake Okeechobee being flooded. 

2. Inside Lake Okeechobee, after decades of drainage into the lake from multiple sources, it 
has become polluted.  Major issues with fish, plants, and other lake life have been 
researched and reported.  Additionally, when Lake waters have to be released, the 
polluted water empties into the nearby rivers causing massive issues.  

 
Through proper funding and organization, the federal government can rebuild the Herbert 

Hoover Dike, and clean out the pollution from the Lake.  In conjunction with House Bill 4793, 
which authorizes the Federal Government to buy certain lands south of Lake Okeechobee, this 
proclamation could form a viable solution for the Lake Okeechobee releases. If House Bill 4793 
is signed into law, we would request said federal lands be transferred as part of the monument 
proclamation. 

This past rain has showed the dangers of current conditions of the dike and the water quality.  
Immediate action should be taken to preserve human life, the ecosystem and economic losses 
that will continue to occur. 

Thus, I am requesting President Obama, through the power granted him in the Antiquities 
Act, name Lake Okeechobee a National Monument. 
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