
 

LaBelle Heritage Museum meeting 

7pm, Thursday, Sep 3 

360 North Bridge Street, LaBelle 

LaBelle Heritage Museum Vice-President Keitha Daniels will open the museum's program year on 

Thursday, September 3 with a program on LaBelle's Downtown Historic District and some of the people 

who made it important over the years. 

The museum is scheduling all of its regular first Thursday of the month programs at LaBelle Heritage 

Museum, 360 North Bridge Street, a 7 o'clock.  Parking at the museum itself is limited; however, Rene 

Curtis Pratt of the Harold P. Curtis Honey Co. has graciously said attendees at the museum's evening 

programs are welcome to park in the Curtis Honey House lot immediately across Bridge Street from the 

museum.  

Ms. Daniels, who is also scheduling our regular monthly program meetings, says she has programs on 

the history of the Hendry County Courthouse, the Caloosahatchee River, the importance of women in 

the LaBelle community, and several others before the museum's annual membership dinner on the 

grounds and installation of officers and directors for the coming year held on the first Thursday in June.  

Miss Daniels is pleased to announce the museum will once again be sponsoring the lighted Christmas 

Boat Parade tentatively scheduled for December 12 immediately following the Annual Christmas Tree 

Lighting in Barron Park. Past LHM President Addison Austin has agreed to oversee the planning and 

staging of the boat parade which he so ably did in years past.  

 Pat Johnson, newly elected director for a three-year term, is scheduling docents and volunteers to keep 

the museum's doors open on Wednesday through Friday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and on Saturday from 

10 a.m. to 1 p.m. If you can volunteer at least once a month for a three-hour session at the museum, 

please let Pat know either by replying to this e-mail, leaving word on the museum telephone (863)674-

0034 or calling her at (239)910-1538.  The museum is also contacting area colleges about students 

volunteering at LHM to fulfill their service-learning/community involvement requirement.  Pat and Joe 

Thomas talked to Dr. Frances Davey's History and the Community class at FGCU this past week and 

already have students interested in volunteering at our museum.  LHM President Thomas has appointed 

Terri Lazar and Janice Davidson to oversee decorating for the Christmas Holidays.  Ms. Lazar will be in 

charge of the Poole Building's front porch and balcony, and Mrs. Davidson will handle decorating the H. 

A. Rider House as close as possible to what it might have looked like during the holidays from the mid-

1920s through the 1950s. 

 Pat Johnson will be scheduling some how-to classes at the museum which may include her popular soap 

making class and well as one on hand creams and lotions if enough members, residents, and winter 

guests are interested.  Pat would also like to schedule field trips/tours to other museums in Southwest 

Florida that are within easy traveling distance from LaBelle.  Any charge for these trips would be only to 

cover expenses and not as a ways & means project. 



  

Joe Thomas is collaborating with Butch Wilson of the Clewiston Museum on a smaller version of the 

Special Speaker Program made possible by our neighboring museum receiving a special grant from the 

Florida Humanities Council.  Programs tentatively scheduled are:  History of Murals in the Palm Beaches 

including J. Clinton Shepherd' Everglades Murals at the Clewiston Inn presented by Sharon Koskoff on 

Wednesday, November 11; Short Takes ~ a Grab Bag of Old Florida Stories from the Barefoot Mailman 

to the notorious Ashley Gang presented by Caren Neile on Wednesday, January 20; Betty Jean 

Steinhouer, whom many may remember from her appearance here as Willa Cather, Marjorie Kinnan 

Rawlings and Gertrude Stein in a previous shared "Special Speaker Program", will present Running South 

in Agitation about 10 women authors who came south to Florida in the years from 1866 to 1998 in 

search of solace and answers on Wednesday, February 17; and, finally, on Wednesday, March 17, 

Andrew Frank on Modern by Tradition: Innovation and the Transformation of Seminole Culture.  Thomas 

reminds everyone these programs will only be made possible by Clewiston Museum receiving a special 

grant from the Florida Humanities Council. 

Mark your calendar now for Programs at LaBelle Heritage Museum, 360 North Bridge Street, from 

September through May on the first Thursday of the month as well as for our Annual Dinner on the 

Grounds and Installation of Officers on Thursday, June 2, 2016. 

 

_______________________________ 


