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The Florida Department of  Transportation’s (FDOT) expansion of  33 miles of  I-75 in Lee County to six 
lanes is set to enter its final phase, crossing the Caloosahatchee River. Construction adds new travel lanes, 
transition lanes, and new shoulders to the inside of  I-75. The 1.6 mile job includes eight bridges northbound 
and southbound between SR 80/Palm Beach Boulevard and SR 78/Bayshore Road. The $72 million project 
starts January 2013 and is expected to finish fall 2015.

The original I-75 bridges were completed in 1977 and connected Southwest Florida to Tampa. Further 
expansion of  the interstate south and then east led to explosive growth across the region. FDOT recognized 
three decades of  prosperity were producing congestion and developed significant projects to enhance 
mobility for people, commerce, and industry using this critical north/south interstate corridor.

High level coordination among the final three I-75 expansion project teams is essential. To the south, the 
job from Luckett Road to SR 80 expands I-75 and makes crucial interchange improvements at SR 80 that 
reduce congestion and improve traffic flow. To the north, work from SR 78 to the Lee/Charlotte County line 
also six-lanes I-75, reducing congestion. These two projects are scheduled for completion in fall 2013 and 
fall 2014, respectively. The project team encourages motorists to remember they will be driving through a 
continuous 12 mile work zone. 

FDOT has selected a strong team of  engineers, designers, bridge and roadway builders, and inspectors 
to complete this final stretch of  I-75 in the county. The biggest challenge for the design/build team is 
constructing the bridges. Construction from the top down minimizes I-75 lane closures and lessens 
environmental encroachments. Crews will build bridge sections near the banks of  the river using cranes on 
temporary beams and more cranes straddling the original north and southbound bridges (see top right 
photo inside).  Work over the river is completed with cranes on barges and additional straddle cranes. 
Motorists are encouraged to use caution driving in the work zone. Please remember always to buckle up, 
obey the speed limit, and not to tailgate.
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PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETING
5 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.

Thursday, December 6, 2012
Crossroads Baptist Church 

10721 Palm Beach Boulevard, Fort Myers, FL 33905

You are invited to an informal open house to ask questions 
and discuss the job one-on-one with project staff.
If  anyone needs special assistance at the meeting,

please notify David Parks at (239) 770-4935 for arrangements.

For more information, please visit I75onthego.com

Connecting the Corridor

Contractor: 
The de Moya Group/
Leware Construction 

Company Joint Venture 

Design Team: 
C3TS/HDR

Inspection Team:
Eisman & Russo 

Consulting Engineers

Project Cost: 
$72 million 

Construction Start: 
January 2013

Estimated Completion: 
Fall 2015

 Fast Facts



Bridge 1-0-1

•	 People  will see turbidity barriers in the water and silt fence on land. 
•	 Cranes , barges and pile driving equipment arrive on site. Piles are cast 

at a concrete plant and then delivered to the work zone. Construction 
crews drive permanent piles into the land and river bottom. 

•	 The footings, columns and caps are formed and then concrete is poured 
into the forms on site. 

•	 The  precast concrete and steel beams are delivered to the site and set 
in place on top of  the caps. 

•	 The  deck is formed and poured in place on top of  the beams. 
•	 Concurrently  new interstate lanes between the bridges are constructed.
•	 Final inspection occurs. Note: inspections occur daily during all work. 
•	 The BRIDGE OPENS to traffic. 

Natural partners
FDOT, along with numerous government agencies including Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Commission, U.S. Army Corps of  Engineers and Florida Department 
of  Environmental Protection, has identified 25 protected animal and 17 
protected plant species potentially located within the project. Additionally, the 
Caloosahatchee National Wildlife Refuge is positioned beneath the bridges. 
The project team is committed to responsibly constructing the job while 
remaining good stewards of  the surrounding environment.

West Indian Manatee 
The I-75 Caloosahatchee River bridges are located within a designated 
Important Manatee Area by Florida Fish & Wildlife Commission. The area is one 
of  the highest priority protected zones. It serves as a refuge for manatees 
during winter months due to warm water discharged from the nearby power 
plant. Work over the channel requiring barges will be performed out of  peak 
manatee season from November 15 to March 31. All construction vessels will 
operate at “no wake/idle” speeds at all times within the construction area.

Smalltooth Sawfish
Smalltooth Sawfish are an endangered species whose entire United States 
population is located exclusively in Southwest Florida. The Caloosahatchee 
River, along with Charlotte Harbor Estuary, Estero Bay and waters around The 
Ten Thousand Islands, are designated critical Smalltooth Sawfish habitat. The 
project team is dedicated to ensuring protection of  the Smalltooth Sawfish 
and has established a public outreach and education program for this unique 
sea creature. Sawfish, which can grow up to 24 feet, have a shark-like body 
but are actually classified as Batoid fishes, a type of  ray. (see middle photo 
above). The “saw” is used to stun or impale prey while swimming through 
schools of  fish.

Fishing and boating
The Caloosahatchee River stretches 67 miles from Lake Okeechobee to the 
Gulf  of  Mexico, supporting agricultural, commercial and recreational uses 
along the way. Spotters will monitor on-coming river traffic for safety and may 
hold marine traffic temporarily during beam placement or superstructure 
construction. Patrol boats will guide boaters through the work zone when 
necessary. Before crews begin working in the water, a “Notice to Mariners” 
will be issued through partnerships with the Coast Guard, marinas and local 
media outlets.

The Environment Construction Activities
Building the project

•	 Turbidity barriers are used to catch sediment suspended in the water 
and prevent it from moving downstream. They are placed in the water 
and look like floats. Water can flow through them. 

•	 Silt fence is used to keep sediment from entering water. It is placed on 
the ground and looks like black garbage bags. 

•	 Piles are precast long vertical columns driven deep into the ground and 
river bottom to help distribute the weight of  the bridge. 

•	 Footings are the lower portion of  the substructure which rest directly 
on the piles. 

•	 Columns  are structures on top of  the footings that help support the 
superstructure. 

•	 Caps are structures on top of  the piles that help support the 
superstructure. 

•	 Long horizontal beams support the bridge deck. 

•	 Deck is the top of  the bridge that carries traffic. 

Bridge building terms

Remember,  crews are working next to traffic. Please make 
safety for workers, your passengers, and you the number 
one priority. Drivers exceeding the speed limit when workers 
are present face doubled fines. For example, the penalty 
for driving 10 mph over the posted speed limit in an active 
construction zone is $200 plus court costs.

Workzone Safety is Everyone’s Job!
•	 Always buckle your seatbelt

•	 Don’t tailgate
•	 Don’t change lanes in the work zone

•	 Watch and adjust your speed
•	 Stay alert and expect the unexpected

Steady progress
Building bridges in the middle of  heavy interstate traffic is challenging. 
Drivers and residents should expect some inconvenience, but steady 
progress to meet major milestones in the project is essential for timely 
completion. Construction crews will work mostly during daytime hours, 
although some construction activity will occur at night and will affect 
residential neighborhoods. Residents should expect bright flood lights, 
back up alarms and engine noise. Bridge pile driving, the noisiest and 
most repetitive work, is limited to daytime and early evening hours from 
7 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Keeping traffic on the move
A safe, productive work zone is the project team’s top priority. Lane 
closures on I-75 are restricted to nighttime/overnight hours from 9 p.m. 
to 5 a.m. Message boards will alert motorists to planned lane closures and 
traffic shifts before they occur. The public information team also provides 
notices about upcoming work, planned traffic shifts, and lane closures to 
the media so TV, radio and newspapers can inform drivers.

Abating traffic noise
Construction of  two noise walls is planned at the southern end of  the 
project. The construction schedule is not determined yet. Preparation of  
preliminary design plans is underway. A noise wall can noticeably reduce 
traffic noise at homes located within 300 feet of  the wall, and these walls 
are expected to provide insterstate traffic noise abatement for homes 
closest to I-75 in the Dos Rios and Morse Shores neighborhoods. 

ABC’s of  Bridge Building and Interstate Construction The Environment Construction Activities
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