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Agnes Inez Couch

Inez Couch, of LaBelle,who
served as Extension Agent
Dallas Townsend's secretary 14
years and kept the boys in line as
secretary of the Hendry County
Cattlemen's Assn., an
indomitable descendent of an
ancient line of pioneer stock with
a ready laugh unimpressed by the
dramatics of cowboys and
preachers alike, passed away
Wednesday, June 8, 2011 at
home in LaBelle after a long bat-
tle with cancer.  She was 80.

She was born July 13, 1930 in
Glades County, the daughter of
the late Elbert Alexander and the
late Lena (Eubanks) Thigpen.  

She was married to Tex
Couch, who preceeded her in
death by 18 years.

She was employed by the
Hendry County Extension Office
from November 16, 1989 to
December 31, 2004, and served
the Cattlemn's Assn from June
1990.

She is survived by a daughter,
Melinda G. Yeomans of
Harlingen, TX, from an early
mariage to Millard Yeomans;
sisters Mary Crawford, Marie
Whidden and Katherine Pedigo;
brother Clint Thigpen; sister in
law Nada Naomi Thigpen and
many nieces and nephews. 

A memorial service was con-
ducted on Thursday, June 16 at
Akin-Davis Funeral Home,
LaBelle, FL with Minister Steve
Hildebrand officiating. Her
nephew Pastor Grant Thigpen of
Naples preached.

“My Friend”
Upon her retirement from the

Extension office January 21,
2005, Townsend addressed a
dinner gathering to pay the fol-
lowing tribute:

“I first met you and your hus-
band “Tex” in the 1970’s when I
was still the Livestock/4-H Club
Extension Agent in Collier
County.  You had come into the
Collier County Extension Office
to be our Secretary for a brief
period of time and although our
contact was somewhat brief, you
really impressed me with your
efficiency and extremely good
public relations ability.

“After I left Collier County in
June of 1979, I lost track of you
and had no knowledge of your
whereabouts until one day in late
1989 you showed up at my office
in LaBelle.  We visited a while
and you finally left.  I remember
thinking that I wished I had a job
opening to offer you, but we
didn’t at that time.

“A few weeks later I learned
our 4-H Club Secretary would be
taking a maternity leave for
about six weeks and her absence
was going to leave the office
really short of secretarial person-
nel.  You were the first person I
thought of to fill in for the secre-
tary taking the leave.  However, I
had to get approval by the Board
of Commissioners to hire a tem-
porary secretary.

“I remember giving you a call
to see if you would be interested
in a temporary job that I would
have to get approved by the
Board of Commissioners.  You
indicated that you would talk it
over with Tex and let me know.
You called me back an told me
that you would take the job if it
was available.  I was successful
in getting the approval from the
Board and you began working as
the temporary 4-H Club
Secretary in the Hendry County
Extension Office November 16,

SPECIAL TO THE SUNDAY NEWS

MOORE HAVEN, FL (Tuesday, June 14) — Glades
Commissioners Chairman Russell Echols lamented today that an
area advisory committee on development rights with conservation
made no mention of Glades county members.

"I don’t see anybody on there from Glades County —it’s awful
odd that they would come out and ask us, you know, “what do you
think?” when they didn’t ask anybody from Glades County to be on
any advisory committee.  

"I’m a little bit concerned when they start talking about all these
conservation easements, because, initially they want a conservation
easement, they want a corridor for the panther.  

"It’s pretty convenient to use the panther when it wasn’t may
years ago there was supposed to be, what, twenty nine or thirty of
them left in the world and they were all south of the Alley down
there, they needed all that land for?  

"Now, these same panthers have decided they want to go to
Disney World in Orlando so they have to have a corridor to go there.
Well, it’s amazing now that there’s panthers up there. 

"Well if the panthers’ area have expanded to that many acres in
Florida, then they probably don’t need protecting anymore.  They’re
expanding at a rate that they will probably be in Georgia by next
year.

"I’m a little bit concerned  about the expansion of these animals
and the rapid rate that they’re conquering areas and territory here."

Commissioner Donna Storter said,  "Mr. Chairman, I’m con-
cerned about the loss of revenue if these qualify for some type of tax
exemption whatever.  We need to decide where it is, not just let them
chose it for us.

Echols:  "The ones that I’ve been exposed to so far, are the ones
they are talking about up around the Kissimmee area and pretty
much where it ensures and demands and made a pointed statement
when he came and put a presentation on for the 10 County Coalition
was, that they could pretty much, each one is drafted a little different,
but pretty much they get paid for part of that property, looked like to
me  about half of what the value of the land was and they could keep
it in ranch land but they couldn’t do row-cropping or anything any
more intensive than that, and then the public doesn’t have access so
we’re buying for about half the price, the public has no access to it
whatsoever and it’s pretty much set up to where you can maintain it
poorly if at all.  

"All this to give a corridor for the panther that was supposed to be
only 30 of them left in the world down south so it seems to me that
any time these groups get into a quandary about how to accomplish
what they want to accomplish, they use the manatee, the panther or
the eagle as conveniently as they need to, to accomplish their goals
and I’m very leery of it, very very leery.   Doesn’t that also impact
the taxable value of the property?

Storter: "That was my concern."
Echols:  "Well definitely I think we need to have (Larry) Hilton’s

participation but I would like that participation to understand the
parameters of what I’ve seen and I think some of the other board
members’ concerns are, because if we’re not careful we could be
harmed irreparably because we have a lot of lands that could be used
for these conservation easements.  Is that the will of the board?

Storter:  "For him to serve?  But we don’t have any impact on say-
ing they can’t choose some lands from an individual owner, do we?

Echols:  "No we don’t, but we can at least point out to the fact that
the money, and I forget how they said the moneys were being raised
for this, but it’s, I want to say it was some portion of real estate sold,
or something, it’s part of the funds that they’re using to buy these
easements with.  It was not particularly well received at the 10
County Coalition, matter of fact there’s several groups that are
opposing what they’re trying to do in that area."

Commissioner Butch Jones:  "Whenever these lands were select-
ed, how come wasn’t Glades County contacted since we’re one of
the counties involved?"

Hilton:  I don’t think the lands have been identified yet and the
Florida Forever program is the ones buying up conservation lands,
and has for years.  This is a different approach, this is to give some-
one incentives; I went to a meeting a few months ago and they were
talking about it and an example they gave is maybe they could get
the rules or the laws changed where a farmer in exchange for some
conservation easement can get a fifty or sixty year water permit
instead of a twenty year permit, that kind of incentive, not money.
That was an example.  I couldn’t think myself of a good example
and that was one that was given to me when I asked what kind of
incentive might you give.

Echols: "At the 10 County Coalition they had maps and they had
a deal where it went right across the Caloosahatchee River in a pan-
ther corridor and the whole nine yards going almost all the way up to
the south of Lake Kissimmee."

Hilton:  "They showed me probably the same map you saw and it
had half of Glades County in this corridor.  I asked them how wide a
corridor does a panther need, and they said maybe a half mile or so,
and I said you out to put a pencil line on that map instead of all of
Glades County, it would be easier to sell that."

Echols: "I want to meet they guy that trains that panther to stay on
that half-mile wide corridor.  That’s what I want to do."

Inez Couch

1930 - 2011

Registrations are still being accepted for
the Firehouse Community Theatre's Children
Summer Program.  Deadline is Saturday,
June 25th.  This is a great opportunity for
children of all ages to enrich their communi-
cation and memorization skills and have fun

doing it!  The best part is no experience is
required and all applicants will be included
in the production!  Our show this year is
"Pirates the Musical" and will be boatloads
of fun, music and dance!  Tuition is $50 for
the first child in a family; $30 for each addi-

tional child. 
If you would like to be part of this adven-

ture, please contact the Firehouse
Community Theatre via phone (863) 675-
3066 or via email: firehouseculturalcen-
ter@yahoo.com.  

SPECIAL TO THE SUNDAY NEWS

MOORE HAVEN, FL
(Tuesday, June 14) — Hundreds
of Lakeport and Palmdale resi-
dents use Waste Pro as their
solid waste hauler and the ton-
nage is not being deposited in
Glades County transfer station.

It's going to St. Lucie.
The Board of County com-

missioners is looking into its
possible legal authority to enact a
flow-control ordinance that
would require solid waste col-
lected within Glades County to
be deposited at Glades County's
transfer station, which would
keep that tonnage-planned facili-
ty on a paying basis.

Chairman Russell Echols stat-
ed "We need those tons to not
leave the county and can't afford
them lowering the tonnage by
bringing tonnage into St Lucie
County, that we need those tons
in ours."

Commissioner Paul Beck said
he is full agreement that we need
a flow control ordinance, and
appreciates these companies'
ability to make a profit and pick
up the garbage at a very low rate.
But essentially what that accom-
plishes, he observed, is that is
increasing their bottom line at
the expense of the Glades
County taxpayer.

He said everyone should have
a fair rate and the county set up
the transfer station with the
intention that waste in Glades
County would go through.

Beck said the county needs to
maximize the savings to all tax-
payers in Glades County and as
far as franchise, he might want to
look at that down the road when
the commissioners get into the
budget season.

Echols stated he would like to
speed this up because in the
meeting in July is coming up for
action an increasse in tipping
fees. He stated the approximate
600 tons now going out of coun-
ty is about 6-8% for the county,
which would be a substantial
increase "we cannot afford to
lose."

Commissioner Donna Storter
asked if the cut rate coiuld be
rolled back to prior rate before
April 4 contracted changes a lit-
tle bit longer than three months.

Waste Management's Jeff
Sabin said if Mr. Pringle could
not commit to a time frame turn-
around on the flow control ordi-
nance with a draft come back by
July 13, he could extend it for
only another 30 days beyond
July 13 and give a little more
time for a flow control ordi-
nance. Echols stated that would
also give the county some time
for an ordinance to be drafted,
approved, and then advertised
for public hearing to adopt. 

Moore Haven
Echols stated the City of

Moore Haven is looking at priva-
tizing their garbage collection
service and that the county could
be in jeopardy of losing that 22%
tonnage and if it is lost, transfer
station costs will become exorbi-
tant. 

Echols stated that "we need to
have a good idea of where we're
going to be at concerning our
costs; he said it's better for them
to stay in the garbage business,
and it's better for us not to lose
that 22% of our tonnage."

Storter asked for clarification
that if they hire another hauler
they do not have to bring the
waste to the county's transfer sta-
tion under the new ordinance.
She also noted if the county gets
the other 600 tons at a minimum
of $30,000 it would help lower
costs.

Other options are being
looked at to defray the $92,000
annual costs assessed by DEP to
monitor the closed landfill cell
which now equates to about $12
per ton. Echols also reminded
the board that the county is one
of the city's largest customers in
that they do the courthouse,
health department, sheriff's
department and other county
facilities. 

Glades
garbage
wanted
at home

Firehouse Community Theatre's
Children Summer Program

They’re expanding at a rate that they will probably be in
Georgia by next year

“If the panthers’ area have expanded to
that many acres in Florida, then they 

probably don’t need protect-
ing anymore.”

Echols

New garbage cans coming to
LaBelle at the end of June




