
Help Reduce Damaging Estuary Discharges -- Write the SFWMD Executive Director 

Email the Executive Director of the South Florida Water Management District (SFWMD), 

Blake Guillory, by March 4 and ask him to add a Discussion of the EAA Land Purchase to 

the Agenda for the March 12, 2015 Governing Board meeting. 

 

Blake C. Guillory, Executive Director, SFWMD: bguillory@sfwmd.gov  

 

Please email or call him by Wednesday, March 4.  Then plan to join us at the meeting in 

West Palm Beach on Thursday, March 12 at 9 a.m. to state our case.  Background and 

talking points below: 

 

Background 

The state of Florida has an historic opportunity to take a major step forward in 

Everglades restoration to reduce devastating water discharges to the Caloosahatchee and 

St. Lucie estuaries and help restore clean water flow to the Everglades.   And the funding 

is available, thanks to the passage of the Florida Water & Land Conservation Amendment 

(Amendment 1).  

 

Unfortunately the SFWMD has not discussed the contract for purchase that they 

negotiated in 2010 and which expires this October.  The public deserves the chance to 

be heard on how our tax dollars are spent. 

 

Right now billions of gallons of excess water are being dumped to the estuaries because 

there is no outlet south out of Lake Okeechobee.  Lake O is a foot higher than it was at 

this time in 2013 and the forecast is for the upcoming dry season to be wet.  This excess 

freshwater will impact critical fish habitat and beaches in our coastal estuaries.   We are 

asking the Executive Director to put this on the Agenda in order to engage the public in a 

discussion of the benefits and opportunities of the plan. 

 

Benefits of an Everglades Agricultural Area (EAA) Reservoir: 

 

• The EAA Reservoir is the only significant solution to reduce high flows to the estuaries 

• The EAA Reservoir will significantly reduce harmful water discharges to the 

Caloosahatchee and St. Lucie estuaries 

• The EAA Reservoir will provide a project to store and clean water desperately needed  

by Everglades National Park and Florida Bay 

• The EAA Reservoir, part of CERP (Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan), will 

work with water quality projects to clean water 



• The EAA Reservoir will protect the health and safety of communities around the lake 

by reducing risk of dike failure 

• The EAA Reservoir creates additional water supply for natural systems and agriculture 

• The EAA Reservoir significantly reduces the risk of fires in the Everglades by reducing 

droughts 

• A reservoir in the EAA is already part of the CERP plan that qualifies for 50/50 cost 

share with the Federal Government 

• Significant cost savings over the alternative:  aquifer storage recovery (ASR) 

 

Funding must be secured by April to make this happen.  Buy the Land to Start 

the Plan.  

This is an investment in our community, our economy and our future.  Thanks 

for taking action today! 


