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CHARLOTTE COUNTY — A group of concerned citizens will meet to discuss how they can help protect the wildlife habitat 
of the Babcock Ranch Preserve. 
 
The meeting, set for Jan. 6, will also address the future management of the 73,000-acre tract of pristine land. Control of 
the preserve recently has been transferred from the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission and Babcock 
Ranch Inc., the private arm of the venture, to the Florida Forest Service, which increasingly is seeking revenue-producing 
activities such as cattle grazing, logging and hunting to offset costs throughout the state park system. 
 
“We feel citizens who bought this land need to have a say on how the preserve will be run,” said Paul Holmes, an 
environmental activist. “A lot of us fought very hard for this and believe we’re losing control.” 
 
Holmes was a board member of the Babcock Preservation Partnership, which sought to preserve Babcock Ranch when it 
was acquired by the state a decade ago for $350 million. 
 
Since then, he has worked tirelessly to form a “Friends of Babcock Ranch” citizens group that would collect donations 
and organize volunteer efforts to create trails, manage trials and provide trail guides. The goal is to open up public 
access to the land for hiking, horseback riding and canoeing, he said. 
 
“We want to do all the things that the parks can’t afford to do,” Holmes said. 
 
Babcock Ranch is a sprawling landscape of swamps, creeks, streams and upland habitats, forming a wildlife corridor that 
spans most of South Florida, from Lake Okeechobee to the Gulf of Mexico. 
Originally, the Babcock Preservation Act, which approved the land acquisition in 2006, established the property as a 
public-private partnership between the state, local municipalities and developer Syd Kitson, whose company, Kitson & 
Partners, owns approximately 18,000 acres of the 91,000-acre tract. Kitson plans to develop more than 19,000 homes 
and 6 million square feet of commercial- retail space with his portion of the land. 
 
Meanwhile, the preserve remains largely untouched, hosting an active cattle ranch and other activities to avoid the need 
for taxpayer support to maintain the property. 
 
The day-to-day operations at the ranch are handled by Babcock Ranch Management, a private company hired by the 
state whose 10-year contract is set to expire in July 2016. The Florida Forest Service has yet to decide its future 
management options for the ranch. 
 
On a related topic, the Babcock Ranch Advisory Board will host a public hearing at 9 a.m. Jan. 16, 2016, at the Charlotte 
Harbor Event & Conference Center, 75 Taylor St., Punta Gorda, to receive input on a 10-year management plan for the 
state-owned preserve. Holmes and others maintain that the proposed nine-goal plan would weaken water, wildlife and 
habitat protections and allow agricultural uses without considering sustainability. 
 
In preparation for that hearing, Holmes has called for a meeting with interested citizens at 11 a.m. Wednesday, Jan. 6, at 
the Community Foundation, 227 Sullivan St., Punta Gorda. If you are unable to attend the meeting but want more 
information, contact Holmes at paulholmes1938@gmail. com. 
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