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Fracking bills must lead to a safe environment 
 

http://www.news-press.com/story/opinion/2015/03/10/fracking-bills-must-lead-safe-

environment/24661947/ 

 

The environment takes center stage in Florida each year – and it should. Preserving our 

natural resources and wildlife treasures remains a 24/7 commitment. The focus 

intensifies during a 60-day period that begins in March as the Florida Legislature 

convenes and begins to prioritize water quality projects and environmental preservation 

needs. 

 

A part of that focus this year remains the potential harmful consequences of hydraulic 

fracturing and the importance of passing legislation that regulates the industry, 

eliminates loop holes and protects our drinking water supplies from possible 

contamination from fracking chemicals. 

 

There are six bills calling for a fracking ban or regulation of the industry. Local Rep. Ray 

Rodrigues, R-Estero, has filed three. Sen. Garrett Richter, R-Naples, also has filed a bill. 

All four keep the process legal but call for strict and specific regulatory measures. 

 

Currently, companies only need to let the state know of their intent to drill and file for 

the necessary permits. 

 

Rodrigues has championed the cause for disclosure of chemicals used in the process the 

last two years — but his bills have failed to get out of committees mainly because of legal 

wranglings. Oil companies say they should be exempt from such disclosures because 

they could reveal “trade secrets.” Environmentalists are opposed to such an exemption.  

 

There also were two bills filed in the House and Senate earlier this year that would ban 

fracking in the state. Fracking is an unproven process in Florida. We can’t support any 

process that has the potential of contaminating our ground water or drinking water 

supplies. Oil companies say the process, which calls for using sand, water and chemicals 

under pressure to extract oil and gas from the earth, is safe. Rodriguez says he can’t 

support a ban because there is not enough scientific evidence to support it. New York 

found enough in an 184-page report by the state’s department of health, citing health 

hazards, climate change and contamination of water supplies. Gov. Andrew Cuomo then 

banned fracking. 

 

The Dan A. Hughes Company used the fracking process in Collier County last year. It was 

found in violation of a permit and eventually pulled out of the area. 

 

We don’t want to be reliant on foreign oil for our energy needs and high pressure drilling 

provides a way to increase our domestic oil supplies. We can’t risk the environment 

without further scientific evidence that this process is safe. We commend Rodriguez and 

Richter for keeping this issue on center stage, but the environment must win. No 

exceptions. 


