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 November 19, 2007 
 
Fort Myers City Council 
2200 Second Street 
Fort Myers, FL 33902 
 
Dear Councilmembers: 
 
The Caloosahatchee River Citizen’s Association (CRCA-Riverwatch) encourages the City of Fort 
Myers to use the recent court action as an opportunity to revisit aspects of its urban design and 
choose a new path in building a vibrant, sustainable city.  It is not in the public interest to appeal 
the circuit court decision on case # 07CA-1172-I regarding location of The Vue, which CRCA 
believes should be placed one block back from the riverfront. 
 
Much has changed in the past few years.  On a number of issues there is a growing realization that 
old ways of developing our communities will not serve our residents well in the coming decades.  
New realities require new approaches. 
 
To protect the rural lands of our watershed from continued destructive sprawl we must build 
dynamic cities that make the best use of high density residential structures.  These developments 
must be lifestyle magnets attracting residents to quality downtown and riverfront amenities and 
commercial features.  As part of these developments, towers make the most efficient use of water 
and energy resources as well as our public transportation infrastructure.  We need towers. 
 
Equally indisputable is the need for parks and public waterfronts.  The most renowned of 
international urban designers emphatically advise placing towers one-block or more back from the 
waterfront.  The waterfronts have greater public and economic value when used as a shared 
destination in support of the urban core.  This subject is addressed in detail by an authoritative 
urban design presentation video posted to the Riverwatch web site. 
 
The Ft. Myers City Council acting with the benefit of new members and a fresh understanding of 
community needs and legal constraints has the opportunity to assert an urban vision without 
compromising on design and planning standards.  Through their votes on a motion to appeal the 
circuit court decision, each Councilmember will be on record as either clinging to past errant 
decisions or embracing new opportunities for progress. 
 
We encourage each Councilmember to do the right thing by recognizing the court’s decision and 
then addressing the challenge of finding a new, more appropriate location for The Vue, a location 
that does not impose upon public parks or crowd waterfront lands best used for other purposes. 
 
Respectfully yours, 
 
 
Marti Daltry, CRCA President 


