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Feds OK $197 million contract that will help lagoon 
By Jim Waymer  

 

http://www.floridatoday.com/story/news/local/environment/2015/09/14/feds-ok-197-

million-help-indian-river-lagoon/72273336/ 

 

The federal government has awarded a $197 million contract to a Montana company to build 

a new reservoir and other structures that could breathe new life into the southern Indian River 

Lagoon. 

 

The project should ease the massive flows of fertilizer-laden Lake Okeechobee water and 

urban runoff into the St. Lucie Estuary, which links with the southern Indian River Lagoon in 

Martin County. 

 

On Friday (Sept. 11), the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers awarded the contract for the reservoir 

component of the so-called Indian River Lagoon-South’s C-44 Reservoir and Stormwater 

Treatment Area project to Barnard Construction Co. Inc. from Bozeman, Montana. 

 

"Getting this contract awarded is a major step forward towards being able to store local 

basin runoff and improve conditions in the St. Lucie Estuary and Indian River 

Lagoon," Orlando Ramos-Gines, a senior project manager, said in a release. 

 

Once complete, the project will cut excess nitrogen and phosphorus and improve salt levels 

in the St. Lucie Estuary and the southern portion of the Indian River Lagoon. 

 

Too much nitrogen and phosphorus can cause algae 

blooms that kill fish and other marine life. 

 

During rainy season, the Corps releases large slugs of 

polluted water from Lake Okeechobee to ease flooding. 

The releases often trigger bacteria spikes, algae 

blooms and fish lesions in the St. Lucie River and 

estuary. 

 

The C-44 project will build a 3,400-acre reservoir to 

store up to 15 feet of water and will provide 16 billion 

gallons of storage capacity. The Corps expects 

construction to begin this winter and the C-44 reservoir 

and stormwater treatment area to be completed 

in 2020. After that, two years of operational testing will 

occur.     

       

       

       
       

       

             

        The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers plans    

                                                                                                                     several large-scale projects near Lake                              

                                                     Okeechobee to improve water quality  

                                                                                                                     before the lake water flows to the Indian          

                                                                                                                     River Lagoon. (Photo: U.S. Army Corps  

                                                                                                                     of Engineers) 
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The C-44 project is the first component of the multi-billion dollar Indian River Lagoon-South 

project, an element of the Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan. 

 

"It's really to improve ecological conditions in the St. Lucie Estuary and the Indian 

River Lagoon," said Jenn Miller, a spokeswoman for the Corps. “Our purpose is more for 

ecosystem restoration.” 

 

 


